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Training to Become a Champion for Christ
“I train like a champion athlete.”

Isn’t it obvious that all runners on the racetrack
keep on running to win, but only one receives the
victor’s prize? Yet each one of you must run the

race to be victorious. A true athlete will be
disciplined in every respect, practicing constant
self-control in order to win a laurel wreath that
quickly withers. But we run our race to win a victor'’s
crown that will last forever. For that reason, | don't
run just for exercise or box like one throwing
aimless punches, but | train like a champion
athlete. | subdue my body and get it under my

control, so that after preaching the good news to
others | myself won't be disqualified.” 1 Corinthians
9:24-27 TPT

Don't let anyone think less of you because you are
young. Be an example (typos- a pattern which can
be imitated- a model- a person who is worthy of
following) to all believers in what you say, in the
way you live, in your love, your faith, and your



purity. 1Timothy 4:12

Jesus said, “follow me...”

Paul said, “follow me as | follow Christ.”

Champion Character
Running with character/ of God.

Daniel had an excellent spirit...

In the same way that gold and silver are refined by fire, the
Lord purifies your heart by the tests and trials of life.
Proverbs 17:3 TPT

| was talking to an NFL coach on the plane
one time, and he told me that character was the
issue of why they chose one draft pick over
another. He said when you look at it from a
business perspective, we didn't want someone
who lacked character to lead our organization even
though he was more talented. To be a successful
leader you need a combination of two ingredients:
character and competence. Character is the
foundation of good leadership. Talent may get you
there, but character will keep you there. There are
so many stories of NFL players and other athletes



who got their opportunity based on talent, but
they didn't have the character, so they quickly
crashed and burned. Character is foundational to
leadership.

Unfortunately, there have been many very talented
pastors and preachers who built a ministry or a
church fast and large and had great accolades
only to crash and burn because of a lack of godly
character. They were sizzle with no substance or all
polish but no principles. A mile wide but only an
inch deep.

Proverbs 26:23 TPT Smooth talk can hide a corrupt
heart just like a pretty glaze covers a cheap clay
pot.

***The hallmark of Christ follower is Christ like
Character

Jesus said, Be Holy even as | am holy. 1 Pt 1:16

Until the time came to fulfill his dreams, the Lord
tested Joseph’s character. Psalm 105:19 NLT

Because of the magnitude in which God
planned and destined for Joseph- God had to test
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his character. He would have to be a man of great
solid character before he could be placed
ultimately as an equal to pharaoh. Character is the
foundation on which God builds our lives. If there
is a crack or cracks what is built will come
crumbling down. How many “Christ followers”
leaders ministers and pastors build something
which appears to be great but because they had
character flaws, cracks in their foundation it all
came tumbling down. | cant tell you how many
ministers I've seen and admired from a distance
only to come crashing down. Crashing and
burning. It's easy to start well but it's a hole nutha
thing to finish well. Start strong but finish even
stronger.

Paul Story- the apostle Paul started off his salvation
supernaturally strong, but he finished even
stronger-that’s the goal.

But even he had to separate himself to learn
and grow and strengthen his character for what
God had for Him. 14 years of preparing to be a
champion for Christ.



Don't be offended by the process. Don't get bitter
or frustrated and don't quit. God IS at work even if
it “feels” the opposite.

A minister then must be a man of irreproachable
(blameless) character... 1 Timothy 3:2 Weymouth
New Testament

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then
you will be able to test and approve what God'’s will
is-His good, pleasing and perfect will. Romans 12:2

Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world,
but let God transform you into a new person by
changing the way you think. Then you will learn to
know God'’s will for you, which is good and
pleasing and perfect. NLT

Even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be



holy and blameless before him. Ephesians
1:4

So God created man in his own imaqe, in the

image of God he created him; male and

female he created them. Genesis 1:27

Image- copy-equivalent-match-reflection-
portrait-carbon copy-

***God’s character is perfect- Holy- totally
righteous- fully faithful-

If it wasn't He could not be trusted!

“Character cannot be developed in ease and quiet.
Only through experience of trial and suffering can
the soul be strengthened, ambition inspired, and
success achieved.” Helen Keller



Be more concerned with your character than your
reputation, because your character is what you
really are, while your reputation is merely what
others think you are. John Wooden

"Good moral character is the first essential in a
man.” GEORGE WASHINGTON

e Character is critical to all our lives and our
future.

e Character the essence of the Christian life-
lights in a dark world.

e Character is foundational to Christian
leadership to all leadership.

Gifting and talent and anointing may get you to
the top but it's only character that will keep you
there. In ministry it's Godly character. Christlike
character is what will enable you to finish strong.

| am grateful to my pastor for highlighting and
emphasis the importance of Christlike character to
me and many other young disciples. My testimony
in over 30 years of ministry I've never had an
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accusation, never had a scandal, never had a
ministry disqualifier-not perfect by any means but |
took the words be blames very seriously. We
guarded our lives and ministry- we were taught
and trained that way.

Now not everyone liked my or my preaching that's
a different story- but | am thankful for God's grace
on my life- grace is a teacher- Titus 2:11-12

On my way to plant our first church | read this
quote- it's deep and hard but it true and helped
me a lot

“It is doubtful whether God can truly use a man
greatly until he has hurt him deeply”- AW Tozer

No one likes to hear this. In fact many have tried to
scripturally combat this but all the great men and
women of God had to go through severe testing
and trials and character building and
strengthening..
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At a youth pastor conference and during lunch |
sat on my right were some new friends on the left
didn't know them from Adam all of a sudden the
older guy looked me right in the eye and said
you've been praying that you'd have the fire of
God when you preach, | said yea! He said if you
want the fire you have to go through the fire.

e Prov 17:3 Fire tests the purity of silver and
gold, but the Lord tests the heart.

e Prov 27:21 The crucible for silver and the
furnace for gold, but people are tested by
their praise.

e 1Cor13:13 ...each one’s work will become
clear; for the Day will declare it, because it
will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test
each one’s work, of what sort it is.

Talent, giftings and anointings do not = God’s
approval. God uses sinful people. He has no other
choice. God uses wicked people for His purposes.
It boggles our mind, but God is sovereign.
However, that doesn’t excuse bad character in our
lives. Prov 16:4, Prov 13:22 Hab 1:5-11 (Pharoah-
Judas) Rom 8:28
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Skills may help you to be a great leader, but
character protects and sustains your leadership.
Develop your skills but also with God’s help
develop your character.

“In ancient China the people wanted security
against the barbaric hordes to the north, so they
built the great wall. It was so high they believed no
one could climb over it and so thick nothing could
break it down. They settled back to enjoy their
security. During the first hundred years of the wall’s
existence, China was invaded three times. Not
once did the barbaric hordes break down the wall
or climb over it. Each time they bribed a
gatekeeper and then marched right through the
gates. The Chinese were so busy relying on the
walls of stone that they forgot to teach integrity to
their children.” John C. Maxwell, Developing the
Leader Within You.

The enemy comes in through the doors of weak
character. He will let a corrupt minister appear to
be a great success and at the opportune time he
will set the hook and that man or woman will come
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crashing down at the right time to do the most
damage.

Ex: Samson- Saul

And David shepherded them with integrity of
heart; with skillful hands he led them. Psalm 78:72

(Integrity is who you are when no one is looking-
it's doing the right thing and the right time and the
right way with the right motive.)

Even in the small things- it begins with the smalls
things- if you are faithful in the small things God
can give you more because you will be faithful with
big things. Luke 16:10

Faithfulness is a mark of character (a faithful man
who can find Prov 20:6)-

Faithfulness is a rare character trait even among
“Christians.”

In all my years of ministry, | was reflecting and
meditating recently, and | heard the holy Spirit
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speak to me and ask me in 35 years of ministry
what has been your biggest surprise...

| thought only for a moment and responded- my
biggest surprise is how unfaithful most Christians
are.

| was seriously shocked because my wife and |
both sowed faithfulness to our pastors. You ask
anyone in their family who has been the most
faithful and they will say it was us...they said it
before.

Be a faithful person even when everyone else is
unfaithful.

Faithfulness is a character trait of God- even when
we are unfaithful He is faithful. 2 Tim 2:13

The root of faithfulness is FAITH.

Show me someone who is faithful | will show you
someone who has faith.

I've known my wife since we were 15. We dated 4-
5 years my stupidity and immaturity got me
dumped. | got saved and a week later | prayed her
into the kingdom. We got back together but soon
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both realized we needed to work out our salvation
and grow into the ministry God had for us. When |
was 24 | went to Bible school for a year and at that
point | was alone- | thought it's not good that Jerry
is alone- | knew it was time to get back together
with Joy not only was she very attractive physically
but the absolute by far the most important quality
that attracted me the most was she is faithful- shes
a strong lady but that's only because of her strong
character. Prov 31- a woman of Christlike character
will bring out the king in you- every man has 2
people living in them a king and a fool- the wise
woman brings out the king- that a faithful women a
women with the character of God)

| bought a book once and they sent me an
additional book, thought oh they made a mistake-
didnt think anything of it and the Lord started
dealing with me while | was reading a book- |
immediately dropped the book- went to their
website paid for the book and gave them a big
offering.

16



When people make a mistake at the cash register
and | notice it | don’t go thank you Jesus for the
dummy at the register- | go back and pay what |
need to pay- if not that is stealing- God sees the
small things, he's watching for the small things to
see if you can be trusted.

See lecture 17 OT history Josh 9

Character is more important than skills:
Is foundational to skill

Adds value to skill

Outlasts skills

Enhances skills

Empowers skill

Prov11:3TPT 10:8b

Prolongs skills 14:35 20:98

Is greater than skills 11:6
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God may use you if you lack character but
whatever you build will be burned with fire. It
won't last. It will all be a waste.

...every man's work shall be made manitest: for the
day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by
fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what
sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath
built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any
man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss:
but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 1
Corinthian 3:13-15 KJV

e Samson lacked character- his Last words as
he was a prisoner, chained to a column as his
enemy mocked him and he was blind
because his eyes were gouged out by a
scolding sharp knife- as the enemy mocked
and jeered he prayed o God remember me-
use me one more time and he pushed the
two pillars holding up a coliseum he died
and so did all those enemies. What a sad and
horrible way to end such a great ministry
used of God supernaturally in ways we
dream of. SAD! Now how | want to end my
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ministry. Start strong and finish strong-
Character.

e Saul lacked character

e David was a sinner but had character- he had
a true heart for God and understood the
power of repentance

e Samuel

e Joshua

e Eli- lacked character

e Noah was righteous.

Those in ministry who lack character, God will
use you but eventually Satan will abuse you.

As Christ followers we are to express the character
and nature of Jesus.

Christian means little christs.

Romans 12 do not conform.
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Be holy as | am holy!

2 things that appeal to people:

Character and charisma

Charisma is good but character is best!
Charisma is a gift. (leaders do need charisma)

Character is a choice. (leaders definitely need solid
character)

Character is formed through our familial
upbringing, life experiences, and our personal
choices. It is the sum total of who you are. It's your
mark. It's your personality, morals, values,
principles, your core, and behavior.

How does God form character in our lives?
TESTINGS and Trials!

(James 1:2-4 NLT). See my Book Testing Trials
Suffering Glory
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Ps11:5 66:10

Ps 105:19 Until the time came to fulfill his dreams,
the LORD tested Joseph'’s character. NLT

Character vs. Charisma

Charisma is a charming winsome persuasive
magnetic attractive personality. Charisma inspires,
motivates, and persuades. It can be used for good
or evil. Charisma makes leading much easier.
People with charisma are often very skilled,
verbally eloquent, compelling, and very persuasive
communicators.

A person can have solid character without
charisma and still be a great lasting success.

A person with charisma and poor character leads
to a disastrous life. They may taste success but it
won't last long. There are exceptions to the rule
but when they meet their maker they are going to
wish they did it differently. God will not be mocked
a man will reap what he sows.
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Now put those together and you have the makings
of a great leaders. Charisma wins, persuades,
inspires, and attracts.

Character causes it to last. Character is foundation
to what charisma can build. Character ensures
trust and confidence.

I've known people who had amazing charisma but
their character was bad, evil and wicked and sure
they can build easily and even quickly but it all
eventually comes crashing down and much
damage is done when it's inside the Kingdom of
God. Often powerful charisma blinds people of
poor character. Discernment is needed.

Charisma =a divinely conferred gift or power.

a spiritual power or personal quality that gives an
individual influence or authority over large numbers of
people. A special personal quality or power of an
individual making him capable of influencing or inspiring
large numbers of people A quality inherent in a thing
which inspires great enthusiasm and devotion.
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Charisma Is a supernatural ability given by God to attract
followers.

***But without character this power is influenced by evil
and becomes disastrous.***

Charisma is a gift that can be used for good or evil.
The godly person will use it for the glory of God.

The ungodly wicked person will use it for the glory of
self. Wickedness and for Satan.

e Charisma is a gift.
Character is a choice.

e Charisma attracts.
e Character sustains.

***Charisma doesn’t impress God- it impresses
man.

***Character impresses God.

Daniel was a man with an excellent spirit-
Excellent Character (See The Spiritual Leader
Chapter Character).
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Character may be manifested in the great

moments, but it is made, forged, in the small ones!

Sow a thought, reap an act; sow an act, reap a
habit; sow a habit, reap a character; sow a
character, reap a destiny.

Character is simply long habit continued. Plutarch.

Good character is not formed in a week or a
month. It is created little by little, day by day.

Protracted and patient effort is needed to develop

good character. Heraclitus
THE WORLD NEEDS MEN...

who cannot be bought;

whose word is their bond;

who put character above wealth;

who possess opinions and a will;

who are larger than their vocations;

who do not hesitate to take chances;

who will not lose their individuality in a crowd;
who will be as honest in small things as in great
things;

who will make no compromise with wrong;
whose ambitions are not confined to their own
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selfish desires;

who will not say they do it" because everybody
else does it";

who are true to their friends through good report
and evil report, in adversity as well as in
prosperity;

who do not believe that shrewdness, cunning, and
hardheadedness are the best qualities for winning
success;

who are not ashamed or afraid to stand for the
truth when it is unpopular;

who can say "no" with emphasis, although all the
rest of the

world says "yes."

Charles Swindoll, Living Above the Level of
Mediocrity, p.107-8.

Many succeed momentarily by what they know.
Many succeed temporarily by what they do; but

Few succeed permanently by what they are.
Character is your mark-It's who you are in the dark
moment and moment in the light.

It's who you are in private and in public.

It's who you are around people lesser people and greater
people.
25



Your reputation is who you want people to think you are.

Character is who you really are.

Character is the foundation on which our lives are built.
Strong character- build a great life.

Weak character- what we build will eventually come
crashing down.

Character greatly influences judgment- judgment is the
one thing that makes or breaks us. Our ability to
exercise good judgment determine the quality of our
lives and the success of our leadership. The secret to
strengthening good judgment in you is the Word of
God. John 8:31-32

Character is formed in the small moments and displayed in
great moments.

Character is tested in great difficulty and in great success.

Sometimes the hardest character test to pass is
the test of success.

Jesus said, “Be Perfect!” Mt 5:48-Be Holy 1 Pt 1:16----
What would it profit a man if he gain the whole world
yet forfeits his soul...Mark 8:36
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Character is shaped by your values.

Matthew 7:24-27- Everyone is building a house
called life.

Building on Right Values is
Building on the rock.

Building on Wrong Values is
Building on the sand.

Values shape your life, ministry and all your
decisions.

Values are the qualities that make up your
character.

Values are your core beliefs.

Values are the major contributing factor to the
success of your life.

Your passion provides the direction of your
life, values provide the protection.

Identify and establish your values (see
passion and values notes)

God, His church, family, character, loyalty,
commitment, keep your word, life-long learner,

personal growth, morals, purity, honor, being
27



on time, relationships, generosity, love, hope,
kindness, forgiveness, integrity, honesty,
excellence, optimism, hard work, serving.

Before promotion comes preparation.

***Coming Soon in the Transformers Series

Champion leadership.
A Champion and serving

Champion relationships

Champion life

Champion ministry- see tools of ministry Swindoll

A Champion and foundations Heb 11:6/ Champion faith

A Champion and personal growth/training STP
A Champion and prosperity. To the extent you can handle
problems, pressure, pain and people is to that extent you will
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prosper.

A Champions preparation

How champions respond to pain and pressure.
Champion communication.

Champions victory temptation and the enemy.
Champion evangelism.

We make it our passion to persuade- passage

A Champions life purpose.

Champion and courage.

A Champion and purity. Psalm 119- How can a young man
keep his way pure by living according to your word. Thy
Word have | HID in my heart that | won'’t sin against you.

| write to you young men because you are strong, the
WORD lives in you.

A Champion and business. Talents. Occupy.
A Champion and Passion

Passion drives ambition, motivation, and
determination.

e Beautiful ambition.

e Burning passion.

e Beyond the ordinary determination to
succeed.

e Bring back my daring drive. Highly self-
motivated/God-motivated.

e Biblical desire.
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e Bold aspirations.

e Blessed Zealousness.
e Brilliant

e Brave.

e Be my personal best.
e Beyond the ordinary.

"The will to win, the desire to succeed, the urge to reach
your full potential... These are the keys that will unlock the
door to personal excellence." —Confucius

A Champion and Success

See 7 D’s of Success

The 7 D's of Success

These are the 7 things you need to succeed at
anything. If you don't possess these or rather these
don't possess you it's almost guaranteed you will
not succeed at anything.

“Success never happens by chance it happens by
choice.”

1. Dream- You gotta have a dream. Everything starts
with a dream. The impetus of all great achievements
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start with someone who had a dream. A dream gives
you a purpose. A dream gives you a reason for
being and getting out of bed in the morning. A
Dream gives you life. Without a vision the people
die. Proverbs 29:18

Young men will have visions, old men dreams. Acts
2:17

Joseph had a dream. Genesis 37:5
Write the vision/dream. Make it clear. Hab 2:2-3

Now nothing they have imagined. Genesis 11:6
AMPC

Nothing that they purpose... NKJV
Nothing they plan...NAS

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power
that is at work within us... Ephesians 3:20 NIV

Dreams are formed in our imagination.

2. Desire- You must have an intense burning desire to
succeed. When you have a desire to succeed you
will GROW yourself. If your desire is strong enough
you will GROW faster than you ever thought
possible. Everything starts with desire. You don't go
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to your dreams and goals you grow to them. During
my years of education, | only read one book from 1s
grade until | graduated High School, “Spaceship
Under The Apple Tree. | know it because it's the only
book I've ever read. When | surrendered to Christ
and discovered my purpose, | was overwhelmed
with the desire to learn and grow. Since then, I've
read thousands of books, | can’t get enough. A
study was done of CEOs and the study discovered
the average CEO earns 350% more than the average
worker. They discovered the reason too. Ave CEO
reads one book per week average worker doesn't
read at all. And they wonder why they are living
paycheck to paycheck! By the way, the average
billionaire reads 2 books per week. If you want to
earn more, you MUST learn more. Everyone knows
who Elon Musk is, while everyone was playing when
he was a kid, he was reading.

Intelligent people are always ready to learn. Their
ears are open for knowledge. Proverbs 18:15 NLT

"Don’t Go through life GROW through life.” Eric
Butterworth

Here's a promise: Therefore, | say unto you, What
things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that
ye receive them, and ye shall have them. Mark 11:24
KJV

3. Dedication. Dedication is commitment with
enthusiasm. You must be committed with
enthusiasm. Doing anything with dedication impacts
life positively. Show me someone who is dedicated,
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and I'll show you a champion. Not all champions
wear a gold medal, not all successful people make
the headlines, but champions are those who do
whatever it takes to achieve their goals. When they
get knocked down, they get back up. In the "Rocky"
movies, the famous line is, "It ain't about how hard
you hit, it's about how hard you can get hit and keep
moving forward."

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for human masters, since
you know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are
serving. Colossians 3:23-24

4. Discipline- You must have the discipline to do
something every day to SUCCEED and GROW.
Discipline is the bridge between goals and
accomplishment. Your level of success is determined
by your level of discipline. Discipline is the
foundation upon which all success is built. No
discipline No success. Motivation gets you going,
discipline keeps you going. Discipline is doing what
you should do, when you should do it, whether you
feel like it or not!”

Whoever is slack in his work is a brother to him who
destroys. Proverbs 18:9

Do you not know that in a race all the runners
run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you
may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in
all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath,
but we an imperishable. So | do not run aimlessly; |
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do not box as one beating the air. But | discipline my
body and keep it under control, lest after preaching
to others | myself should be disqualified. 1
Corinthians 9:24-27

but | train like a champion athlete. | subdue my

body and get it under my control, so that after
preaching the good news to others | myself won't be
disqualified.” 1 Corinthians 9:27 TPT

. Determination- Next you must have the
determination to persist and persevere despite
short-term setbacks, obstacles, or difficulties.
Determine to NEVER give up. An older man is
invited to speak at his Alma Matre, Winston
Churchill. The day finally came for Sir Winston to
give what the students were anticipating as a great
speech. The moment is at hand, the short sir Winston
approaches and adjusts the microphone to his
height, scans the crowd for a man and says what will
be one of the greatest speeches ever given. A
speech he learned from leading his country through
WW?2. He said, Never, Never, Never give up! Then he
sat down.

"The hand of the diligent will rule, but the lazy man
will be put to forced labor" Proverbs 12:24

"And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in
due season we will reap, if we do not give up"
Galatians 6:9
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6. Desperation. | was once asked what | attributed to
the success of our business and instantly replied
without hesitation DESPERATION! We had nothing.
We were broke and broken. We had to make this
happen. Desperation is the father of inspiration and
innovation.

A laborer's appetite works to his advantage,
because his hunger drives him on. Proverbs 16:26

7. Develop. Develop your mind. Study, Think, Pray.
Learn all you can. Educate yourself. Read, Read,
Read as many books as you can on subjects relative
to your leadership. Proverbs 4:5 Get wisdom, get
understanding. 4:7 though it costs all you have get
understanding...Buy books and read them. Proverbs
10:14 The wise store up knowledge. You will only
succeed to the level of your thinking. Proverbs 23:7
as a man thinks in his heart so is he. KEY to success is
Keep Educating Yourself.
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[ 7 D’s of Success \

1.Dream
2.Desire
3.Dedication
4.Discipline
5.Determination
6.Desperation

U.Develop A-/
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