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WHAT IS FAITH?  -- EIGHT DEFINITIONS 

 

1. FAITH IS EXPECTING THE BEST. 

 

Heb. 11:1 (GW) “Faith assures us of things we expect…”     

 

Matthew 9:29 "According to your faith it will be done unto you." 

 

 

2. FAITH IS STRETCHING MY IMAGINATION. 

 

Ephesians 3:20 "God is able to do more than that you think or imagine."   

 

 

3. FAITH IS TAKING THE INITIATIVE. 

 

Mark 5:27,28 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and 

touched his cloak, because she thought, "If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed."  

 

4. FAITH IS RISKING FAILURE. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 "We walk by faith, not by sight."   

  

 

5. FAITH IS WAITING FOR THE ANSWER. 

 

Psalm 40:1 "I waited patiently for the Lord and he heard my cry and delivered me."   

 

 

6. FAITH IS FOLLOWING THE INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Proverbs 3:5 "Trust in the Lord and don't lean on your own understanding."   

 

7. FAITH IS BEING PERSISTENT. 

 

Galatians 5:16, "Let us not be weary in well doing.  We're going to reap the harvest if we 

don't faint."   

  

 

8. FAITH IS REBOUNDING FROM FAILURE. 

 

 

Isaiah 43:18 "`Forget the former things.  Do not dwell on the past.  See!  I'm doing a new 

thing.  Now it springs up. Do you not perceive it?  I'm making a way in the desert and 

streams in the wasteland.   
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WHY FAITH? 

 

1. Without faith we cannot please God 

 

Hebrews 11:6 "Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes 

to Him must believe He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him." 

 

FAITH CAN DO WHAT GOD CAN DO! 

 

Jesus said, according to YOUR faith will it be done to you! 

 

 

HOW TO INCREASE OUR FAITH? 

 

***Feed your faith with a consistent diet of the Word of God! 

 

(Luke 4:4 NKJV) But Jesus answered him, saying, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by 

bread alone, but by every word of God.'" 

 

(Acts 2:42 NKJV) And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

 

We want to feed our faith and starve our doubts! 

 

 

1. HEAR THE WORD PREACHED ON A REGULAR BASIS 

 

(Rom 10:17 NIV) Consequently, faith comes from hearing (hearing and hearing and hear 

the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. 

 

 

2. READ GOD’S WORD ON A CONSISTENT BASIS 

 

(Josh 1:8 NIV) Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it 

day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be 

prosperous and successful. 

 

 

3. SPEAK THE WORD OF GOD Daily! 

 

(Josh 1:8 NIV) Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it 

day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be 

prosperous and successful. 
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Three Reasons Your Faith is Important 

 

 

1.  FAITH DETERMINES WHAT GOD CAN DO IN MY LIFE. 

 

"According to your faith, it will be done unto you."  Matthew 9:29.   

 

2. FAITH CAN SOLVE IMPOSSIBLE PROBLEMS. 

 

"If you have faith as small as a mustard seed… nothing will be impossible to you."  MT 

17:20  

 

3.  IT IS THE KEY TO ANSWERED PRAYER. 

 

"If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."  MT 21:22 

 

 

 

To increase our faith I must: 

 

1. Hear the word daily (be care who you give your ear to) 

2. Read the Word daily 

3. Declare the Word daily. 

 

4. OBEY THE WORD OF GOD 

 

(James 1:22 NIV)  Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what 

it says. 

 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 

discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." Joshua 1:9   
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FAITH CAN DO WHAT GOD CAN DO! 

 

There are many facets to faith one very important facet of faith is that Faith is 

stretching my imagination. 

 

--Faith begins with imagination. 

--So does fear. 

 

Don’t miss this- it’s a gamechanger in your life! 

 

• Faith is imagining the amazing things God wants, can and will do in your 

life. 

 

• Fear is imagining the bads things that can happen. 

 

Our imaginations can run wild with either one! 

 

 

So, I want my faith to be strong—to increase my faith---Here’s how! 

 

1. Hear God’s Word daily 

2. Read God’s Word daily 

3. SPEAK THE WORD OF GOD Daily! 

4. Obey the word 

 

5. SHARE THE WORD 

 
 [And I pray] that the participation in and sharing of your faith may produce and 

promote full recognition and appreciation and understanding and precise knowledge of 

every good [thing] that is ours in [our identification with] Christ Jesus [and unto His 

glory].  Philemon 1:6 AMPC 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT DOES FAITH DO? 

 

Faith can do anything God can do! 

 

1.  FAITH DETERMINES WHAT GOD CAN DO IN MY LIFE. 

 

"According to your faith, it will be done unto you."  Matthew 9:29.   

 

2.  FAITH CAN SOLVE IMPOSSIBLE PROBLEMS. 
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"If you have faith as small as a mustard seed… nothing will be impossible to you."  MT 

17:20  

 

3.  IT IS THE KEY TO ANSWERED PRAYER. 

 

"If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."  MT 21:22 

 

4. IT IS THE SECRET TO ACHIEVEMENT. 

 

"Everything is possible for him who believes." MK 9:23 

 

5. FAITH IS THE BASIS FOR MIRACLES. 

 

"Anyone who has faith in Me will do what I have been doing, even greater things."  JN 

14:12 

 

6.  THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT LACK OF FAITH IS A SIN. 

 

"Everything that does not come from faith is sin."  ROM 14:23 

 

7.  FAITH IS THE WAY TO PLEASE GOD. 

 

"Without faith it is impossible to please God HEB 11:6 

 

8. FAITH PRODUCES SUCCESS IN LIVING. 

 

"The victory that overcomes the world is our faith." 1 John 5:4 

 

 

 

WHAT IT MEANS TO HAVE FAITH 

 

 

Hebrews 11:6 "Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes 

to Him must believe He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him." 

 

I. FAITH IS: (multi faceted like a diamond-many sides) 

 

 1. Believing when I don't see it. 

 

 "Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see."  

Hebrews 11:1 

 

 

2. Obeying when I don't understand it. 
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 "It was faith that made Abraham obey when God called him and go out to a 

country God had promised to him.  He left his own country without knowing where he 

was going."  Hebrews 11:8 (GN) 

 

 

3. Giving when I don't have it. 

 

Did you know that?  Faith is giving when I don't have it to give.  Giving and faith go 

together.  In fact, God uses finances to test us all the time.   

 

 "...by faith (Abel) was commended as a righteous man when God spoke well of his 

offering ... " Hebrews 11:4b 

 

 "Out of ... extreme poverty welled up rich generosity ... They gave as much as they 

were able, and even beyond their ability."  2 Corinthians 8:2-3 

 

 

4. Persisting when I don't feel like it. 

 

 

 "It was by faith that Moses left Egypt and was not afraid of the King's anger.  He 

held to his purpose like a man who could see the invisible."  Hebrews 11:27 (JB) 

 

 

5. Thanking God before I receive it. 

 

 "By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them for 

seven days."  Hebrews 11:30 

 

 

 "When you pray and ask for something, believe that you have received it and you 

will be given what you ask for."  Mark 11:24 (GN) 

 

 6. Trusting if I don't get it. 

 

  (Hebrews 11:35-40) 

 "They were all commended for their faith yet none of them received what had 

been promised.  God had planned something better ..."  Hebrews 11:39-40 

 

 


