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***Greetings, I am so glad you are here. May God richly bless you for 
desiring His Word imparted into your life. I believe this is going to be a 

wonderful blessing in your life. To me, this is like a unique college course with 
a unique perspective. The Holy Spirit is going to be our guide today and 
speak to you. You will grow in your understanding of God and His Word and 

you will grow closer to Him! 
 
My prayer: When Jesus rose from the dead, there’s a story of two men 

walking to a town called Emmaus. Jesus showed up and began walking and 
talking with them and ended up having dinner with them and they did 
communion. When they did that He opened their eyes and they knew Him then 

He vanished and appeared to His disciples… 
 
Luke 24:45 …he opened their understanding that they might understand the 

scriptures. 
 
The Psalmist 119:18- Open my eyes that I may see wondrous things from your 

law!  
 
Paul said, I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that 

you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in his holy people… 
 

Oh God open the eyes of our understanding so today we will see wondrous 
things from your WORD! 
 

**Open the eyes of my heart song and scripture 
 

Why this seminar? 

 
I want people to know and love God’s Word. It’s more important now than 
ever in my lifetime to know this word. There is a lot of strange teaching out in 

our world today. Much of it sounds real good too, and compelling but it’s not 
the whole truth. Satan operates on partial truth. The Bible says He comes as 
an angel of light. It appears godly and Biblical but it’s not. When Satan went 

to deceive Eve he said, Hath God really said, “You shall not eat of every tree 
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of the garden? It was Partial truth about not eating of tree, but it wasn’t every 
tree it was only one tree. 

 
God said, “you may eat of every tree except one.” 
Satan said, “did God say you can’t eat from every tree.” 

 
 
People get easily deceived because there’s some truth mixed with a lie. And 

it’s intended to distract and divert and lead astray… and create confusion 
and doubt. “Did God really say!” 
 

 Did God really say He is with you? Look how tough your life has 
been… 

 Did God really say He has a plan to prosper you? You sure don’t look 

prosperous. 

 Did God really say by His stripes you ARE healed? But you’re still sick… 

 Did God really say it’s not good that man be alone? But you’re alone. 

 Did God really say your children will be mighty in the land? But you 
don’t have any children… 

 
He mixes partial truth and attempts to deceive and lead people astray. 

 
In Matthew 24 Jesus talks about a very important subject, the time of the end 
of the age. The time of His return. Which I think He’s talking about our day-

today! 
 
The very first thing He says is, “Take heed that no one deceives you…”- in other 

words the time of the end there will be great deception- Paul said, “the god 
of this world has blinded the mind of unbelievers”- there are many believing 
Christians who are unbelievers. They believe in Jesus but they are blind to His 

ways. They are blind because they do not know this word. Just because 
people are Christian doesn’t mean they are not blind. You must know this Bible 
very well are you will be prey to deception. 

Jesus then said, “many will say I am the Christ and will deceive many.” This 
isn’t someone who is necessarily saying He’s Jesus He’s talking about 
deceptive prophets and teachers.  

 
Nation will rise against nation-ethnic groups vs ethnic groups. 
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Famines, pestilences, earthquakes (which is a daily occurrence in our world 
today.) 

 
Many will be offended (Political correctness dominates our rhetoric)  
 

Offense  
Leads to betrayal 
Leads to hatred 

Easy prey for deception  
Increase of wickedness 
 

Because of this “brotherly 
Love” will grow cold.   
 

***Staying in the Word is the only deterrent to the mass deception that will 
take place as we near the end. It’s going to be so deceptive that Jesus said 
even the elite leaders are almost swayed but Jesus will intervene.  

 
 
 

I SOOO desperately want people in this Word- There’s so much more than 
just hearing the Word on a Sunday morning- that’s very important but there’s 
more… 

 

 Hearing the Word builds your faith. Romans 10:17 

 Abiding in the Word keeps you connected to Jesus. John 15:7 

 Applying the Word proves you love Jesus. John 14:15 

 Obeying the Word releases supernatural blessings and reward. Dt 
28:1-6; Ps 19:11 (Great reward) 

 Storing up God’s Word strengthens you against sin. Ps 119:11; 1 John 

2:14b. (give you strength in times of testing and trials) 

 Studying God’s Word prepares you to be a teacher of the Word. Ezra 
7:10; 2 Timothy 2:15 

 Declaring God’s Word releases the supernatural. Mark 11:22-24; 
Zechariah 4:7; Job 22:28NKJV; Genesis 1:3 (and God Declared; Isaiah 
44:26, 45:21-make some declarations…  

 Continuing in the Word keeps you from being deceived. Mt 24 
 

Mt 24:10-11 And then shall many be offended, and 
shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. 
And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive 

many. 
12And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many 
shall wax cold. 13But he that shall endure unto the end, 
the same shall be saved. 14And this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 

For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and 
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. Mt 24:24 

http://biblehub.com/matthew/24-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/24-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/24-14.htm
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“Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free” (John 8:31-32). 
 
James said in regard to the Word we are to: 

 
Receive it-1:21  
Hear it- 1:22 

Do it- 1:22 
Examine it-1:25 
 

Jesus said, But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble (morally 
good) and good heart, who hear the word, retain (hold on) it, and by 
persevering (takes great time and patience to) produce a crop. Luke 8:15 

 
**When we do these things the blessing of God will be on our lives.  
 

I am compelled to tell you the importance of getting in and staying in the 
Word of God. It truly is a matter of life and death. Your life is in the balance.  
 

That’s why I am compelled do things like this. We will do a NT in the New 
Year sometime.  
 

My people are destroyed from a lack of knowledge. Hosea 4:6 
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Intro:  
 

Imagine a book written by more than forty authors, each with different 

levels of education, social position, and age. Then imagine that these authors 

used three different languages to write this book. Assume that at the time they 

wrote it, some of them were in a situation of war, some were at peace, some 

were imprisoned, some were living in splendor, others in poverty. In addition, 

imagine that the authors of this book lived at different times during a 1,500-

year time span. What do you suppose the result of this writing would be?  

 

The Bible was written under these conditions. Its contents describe hundreds of 

controversial topics and are of a variety of literary types, yet there is a unity 

in the writing that binds it together: the theme of God's redemption of man. 

The Bible is philosophically consistent. The conditions of its writing and the 

resulting unity of the text speak of a supernatural direction, the Holy Spirit, 

directing chosen men who authored the Bible. All Scripture is God-breathed and 

is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that 

the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.          -- 2  

Timothy 3:16. 

 
What is your impression of the Bible? Maybe you think of it as: 
 

An emotional antacid tablet-you read it only when your life has your stomach 
tied in knots. 
 

A sleeping tablet-you pull it out from the nightstand as a sure cure for 
insomnia. 
 

An eternal life insurance policy- you haven’t read the fine print, but you are 
hoping that mere ownership of it protects you in the event of death. (Come to 
think of it, you are relying on it more like an eternal fire insurance.) 
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A holy book reserved for monks and religious gurus. 

 
A storybook filled with fables and fairy tales (or whatever category fits 
demons and angels.) 

 
Ancient wisdom literature pertinent to some bygone culture but irrelevant for 
today. 

 
God’s holy words buried in a sacred text which can only be understood by a 
pastor or church leader. 

 
A book you know you should read but… 
 

**Whatever your opinion I applaud your interest in the Bible or you wouldn’t 
be here. 
 

Today we are going to get a really good look at: 
 

Understanding The Old Testament (a glance) 

 
First let me give you some facts and background about the reliability of 
the Bible as God’s Word. 

 
The Bible is the most read book in history. It’s the bestselling book in history. 
And it’s the most translated book in history. Many people have tried to 

destroy the Bible, they are gone the Bible is still here. 
 
For 2,600 years evil powers of this world have attempted to destroy the Bible 

and yet it still remains. Kings such as Manasseh of Judah born in 697 B.C. and 

Antiochus Epiphanies who conquered Israel murdered all of those who owned 

a copy of Scripture. Emperor Diocletian ordered the destruction and burning 

of all Scriptures. In the Middle Ages, The Synod of Toulouse (TOOLOOSE) 

forbade anyone to possess a copy of scripture. Mary Queen of England 

(known as Bloody Mary) ordered that anyone possessing a copy of scripture 

would be burned. 
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The French philosopher Voltaire, a skeptic who destroyed the faith of many 

people, boasted that within 100 years of his death, the Bible would 

disappear from the face of the earth. Voltaire died in 1728, but the Bible 

lives on. The irony of history is that 50 years after his death, the Geneva Bible 

Society moved into his former house and used his printing presses to print 

thousands of Bibles. 

 

Poem 

The Anvil? God's Word 
 
Last eve I passed beside a blacksmith's door 

And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime: 

Then looking in, I saw upon the floor 

Old hammers, worn with beating years of time. 

 

"How many anvils have you had," said I, 

"To wear and batter all these hammers so?" 

"Just one," said he, and then, with twinkling eye, 

"The anvil wears the hammers out, you know." 

 

And so, thought I, the anvil of God's word, 

For ages skeptic blows have beat upon; 

Yet though the noise of falling blows was heard, 

The anvil is unharmed . . . the hammer's gone. 

Author unknown 
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Why Can I trust the Bible? 
 

The Bible has proven to be historically accurate, archaeologically accurate, 
scientifically accurate… 
 

Most important truth- God cannot lie-if there is any lie in this book then it’s not 
God’s Word.  
 

Quick examples: 
 
Historically accurate: 

 
The Bible is historically accurate because it’s real people, real place and real 
time. The people were there…Moses was there when the red sea parted. 

Joshua was there when the walls of Jericho came down. 
 
 

 
Pontius Pilate's historical authenticity was in doubt until 1961, when an 

inscription was found "Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Judea, has presented the 

Tiberium to the Caesareans", thus proving his existence. 

 

For example, until 1993 there was no proof of the existence of King David 

or even of Israel as a nation prior to Solomon. Then in 1993 archeologists 

found proof of King David’s existence outside the Bible. At an ancient mound 

called Tel Dan, in the north of Israel, words carved into a chunk of basalt were 

translated as “House of David” and “King of Israel”. This proved that David 

was more than just a legend. 

 

In 2005 Israeli archaeologist Eilat Mazar found King David’s palace relying 

on the Bible as one of her many tools. She says: “What is amazing about the 

https://amazingbibletimeline.com/blog/has-king-davids-palace-been-found/
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Bible is that very often we see that it is very accurate and sometimes amazingly 

accurate.” (from Using the Bible As Her Guide) 

 
R.D. Wilson who wrote “A Scientific Investigation of the Old Testament” 

pointed out that the names of 29 Kings from ten nations (Egypt, Assyria, 
Babylon and more) are mentioned not only in the Bible but are also found on 
monuments of their own time. Every single name is transliterated in the Old 

Testament exactly as it appears on the archaeological artifact – syllable for 
syllable, consonant for consonant. The chronological order of the kings is 
correct. 

 
 
Archaeologically accurate: 

 

One of the greatest examples of that is an empire called the Hittites. There’s 
this whole empire called the Hittites talked about in the Bible that was not 

talked about anywhere else. So for centuries historians said the Bible just 
made it up. Until the early 1900s a professor by the name of Hugo Winkler 
discovered at Bogazkoy ten thousand clay tablets at the capital of the 

Hittites. Now everyone believes in the Hittites. Go on Wikipedia and read 
about the Hittites.  

 

 
 
Scientifically accurate:  

 
From Is the Bible Credible…In contrast, the Bible is so accurate that the Science 
Research Bureau has for years publicly offered a reward to any person who 

can prove the existence of a scientific blunder in the Bible. The offer was made 
in 27 countries and still remains uncollected.  
 

Rick Warren Message from 40 Days in the Word: 

a. There is so much misunderstanding and baloney about this in the world; 
because people who think the Bible is scientifically inaccurate means: 

http://www.thetrumpet.com/article/8023.28339.133.0/using-the-bible-as-her-guide
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a, they’ve never studied the Bible and, b, they probably don’t know science. 
Because the truth is God always sets up the laws of science and he made sure 

that his Word does not contradict the laws of science.  

b. The Bible was not given to be a scientific textbook, obviously. You don’t 
study the Bible to build a rocket. And the Bible doesn’t use scientific language.  

c. But the Bible never, never, never gives bad science. Not once in over sixteen 
hundred years in which this book was written, does it give bad science. In fact, 
it is always ahead of science. There are things in the Bible, the Bible says 

were true, that we’ve just discovered a hundred years ago, two hundred 
years ago, three hundred years ago.  

d. Johannes Kepler, the famous mathematician, the famous astronomer said, 

“Science is simply thinking God’s thoughts after him.” In other words, God 
established the laws of physics and then we discover them. God established 
the laws of biology and we discover them. God established the laws of 

mathematics and we discover them. One of the reasons why we know the 
Bible can be trusted is because it’s scientifically accurate. And the reason it’s 
accurate is because the laws of the universe were invented by God. So he 

obviously understands them even in years past when we didn’t. Because for 
thousands of years we’ve misunderstood different things.  

Science constantly changes. If you’ve ever been to Paris, you’ve probably 

gone to the Louvre, the famous art museum and library, world class library. In 
the Louvre library there’s one section that has three and a half miles of 
obsolete science books. Three and a half miles! Because stuff they thought was 

scientifically fact fifteen hundred years ago was disproven a thousand years 
ago. What we thought a thousand years ago was disproven seven hundred 
fifty years ago. And what we’ve thought for twenty-five years is disproven 

ten years ago. And what we thought ten years ago is now changed to today. 
If you had been reading the Bible a thousand years ago or seven hundred 
years ago or five hundred years ago, what the Bible says would not have 

matched the science of that day because it wasn’t up to date.  
 

For instance, for thousands and thousands of years, people believed that the 

earth was flat. It wasn’t until Copernicus and Galileo and Columbus that 
people realized the world’s not flat, it’s round. It’s a sphere. It’s a ball. So you 
would expect the Bible to say the earth is flat because it was in existence and 



 11 

being written during those thousands of years when everybody thought the 
earth was flat.  

2.Not a single verse in the Bible says the earth is flat. Not at all. In fact, it 
says the exact opposite. Two thousand six hundred years ago, God said this 
in the book of Isaiah 40:22 “God is enthroned above the sphere on the earth.” 

Two thousand six hundred years ago the Bible says the earth is round, the 
earth is a sphere, the earth is a globe. Long before anybody knew it. When 
that was written nobody believed it. But God said it and it was true, whether 

anybody believed it or not.  

k. For thousands of years, people believed that the earth had to be held up 
by something. Depending on the culture you were in, you got certain different 

beliefs on what held it up.  

1.For instance if you were Greek, in Greek culture you believed that the 
world was held up by a giant name Atlas. And we all know who Atlas is. Atlas 

held up the world. Part of the Bible is written in Greek. Atlas isn’t in the Bible. 
Why? Because it’s not true. So it’s not in the Bible. You would expect that 
during that time it would have somehow found its way into the Bible but it’s 

not there.  

2.For thousands of years, the Hindus believed that the earth sat on the 
back of giant elephants. And that when the elephants moved, that’s what 

caused earthquakes. What did the elephants stand on? I’m not making this up. 
You can find this in any encyclopedia. They believed that the giant elephants 
stood on the back of a giant sea turtle. And the giant sea turtle stood on the 

back of a giant sea serpent who swam through a cosmic sea. That was the 
prevailing attitude in the world for hundreds if not thousands of years. It’s not 
in the Bible, even though the Bible was being written during this time. Why? 

Because the Bible leaves out the lies.  

3.The Bible tells us that Moses was skilled and schooled in all of the 
wisdom of the ancient Egyptians. Because Moses was adopted as the son of 

Pharaoh’s daughter. So he went to the best schools in ancient Egypt and was 
taught what was the prevailing science of that day.  

4.The Egyptians were flat out brilliant. They built the pyramids; they 

were masters at architecture, at engineering, at astronomy. But the ancient 
Egyptians were dead wrong on what held up the earth. Because ancient 
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Egypt believed that the earth was held up by five pillars. Certainly Moses 
was schooled in that science because he went to the best schools of the land as 

Pharaoh’s grandson. Yet not once in Scripture do you find that the earth is 
held up by five pillars. Why? Because it’s not true. So it didn’t make it into the 
Bible. The prevailing science of the day didn’t make it there.  

5.In fact, the oldest known writing to man is likely the book of Job. It’s 
the oldest literature in existence today that we know about. Job was the first 
book written in the Bible. 

 
The books of the Bible are not in chronological order. Job is the oldest book. 
In Job 26:7 the oldest known literature in the human race says this “God 

stretches the sky over empty space and hangs the earth on nothing.” Who told 
Job? How did he know that? Everybody knows the earth is flat and it’s on the 
back of pillars. Why? Because the Bible only, always tells the truth.  

Prophetically Accurate –The Bible is Prophetically accurate. (Precise and 
exact). 
 

A FEW EXAMPLES... 
      1. The fall of Babylon, written two hundred years before it 
         occurred - Isa 13:17-22 

      2. The fall of Egypt, that it would be destroyed more by civil war 
         than by outside forces - Isa 19:1-4 
      3. The fall of Nineveh, with its utter desolation - Zeph 2:13-15 

      4. The fall of Tyre, with its becoming a place for the spreading 
         of nests - Ezek 26:1-5 
      5. There are the prophecies concerning Christ - cf. Lk 24:44-45 

         a. It has been stated there 332 prophecies fulfilled in Christ 
            - Henry Liddon 
         b. The mathematical probability that all could be fulfilled in 

            one person by chance alone has been calculated as one in 84 
            times ten to the 123rd power (84 followed by 123 zeroes) 
         -- Cf. Introduction To Christian Evidences, Ferrell Jenkins, 

            pp. 87-107 
      6. There are prophecies by Christ, such as the destruction of 
         Jerusalem 

         a. Foretold in Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21 
         b. Fulfilled in A.D. 70, when Rome destroyed Jerusalem 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Isa%2013.17-22
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Isa%2019.1-4
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Zeph%202.13-15
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Ezek%2026.1-5
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Lk%2024.44-45
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Prophecies about Jesus Christ (44 specific in the Appendix) 
 

A number of years ago, Peter W. Stoner and Robert C. Newman wrote a 
book entitled “Science Speaks.” The book was based on the science of 
probability and vouched for by the American Scientific Affiliation. It set out 

the odds of any one man in all of history fulfilling even only eight of the 60 
major prophecies (and 270 ramifications) fulfilled by the life of Christ. The 
probability that Jesus of Nazareth could have fulfilled even eight such 

prophecies would be only 1 in 10 17th power. That's 1 in 100, 000, 000, 000, 
000, 000. (17 0’s) Stoner claims that that many silver dollars would be 
enough to cover the face of the entire state of Texas two feet deep. Now I've 

been to Texas. I've driven for days to get across Texas. Texas is a very big 
state. Who in his right mind would suppose that a blindfolded man, heading 
out of Dallas by foot in any direction, would be able, on his very first attempt, 

to pick up one specifically marked silver dollar out of 100, 000, 000, 000, 
000, 000? One March several years ago I received a paper from United 
States Senate Chaplain Richard Halverson. In it he wrote: “The fact is, the 

birth, crucifixion, and bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ are celebrated 
worldwide by folk of every race, language, and color, every year. And 
believing in Jesus, they have been delivered from the most evil, disastrous, 

frustrating, debilitating habits and life forms possible. The real problem with 
Jesus Christ is not that folk can't believe in Him—but that they won't believe in 
Him.” 

 
Read more at: http://www.christiananswers.net/q-aiia/jesus-odds.html 
 

 
Your Bible can be totally trusted and you can put your hope fully on His 
Word! 

Psalm 19:7-11 NIV 
  
The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. 

The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 
8  
The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. 

The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 
9  
The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. 

The decrees of the Lord are firm, and all of them are righteous. 

http://www.christiananswers.net/q-aiia/jesus-odds.html
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10  
They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; 

they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. 
11  
By them your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 

 
 
You are my refuge and my shield; your word is my source of hope. Psalm 

119:114 
 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. Matthew 

24:35 
 
Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.” Matthew 4:4  
 
I will worship toward your holy temple, and praise your name for your 

lovingkindness and for your truth: for you have magnified your word above all 
your name.  Psalm 138:2 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. John 1:1 
 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. John 1:14 

 
The Word is living and active!  
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Introduction of the OT 
 

The Bible as a whole: 
 

1. The Bible is God’s written revelation of His will to man. 2 Timothy 3;16-

17, 2 Peter 1:21. 
2. The central theme of the Bible is Jesus Christ. 1 Timothy 3:16. 
3. The Old Testament was written mostly in Hebrew (a few short passages 

in Aramaic). The New Testament was written in Greek. Our Bible is a 
translation from these languages. 

4. The word Testament means Covenant or agreement. The Old Testament 

is the Covenant God made with man about his relationship before Christ 
came. The New Testament is the agreement God made about his 
relationship with the Father after Christ came. In the Old Covenant we 

had the Covenant of the Law. In the New Covenant is of grace through 
Jesus Christ. Galatians 3:19-25; Galatians 3:13-14  

5. The Bible contains 66 Books, written by 40 different authors from all 

walks of life 
 
The Bible is comprised of 66 Books written over a period of about 1,500 

years by over 40 authors from all walks of life, with different kinds of 
personalities, and in all sorts of situations; including kings, peasants, 
philosophers, fishermen, herdsmen, poets, statesmen, scholars, soldiers, priests, 

prophets, a tax collector, a tent making rabbi, and a Gentile doctor. It was 
written in three languages on three continents, and it covers hundreds of 
controversial subjects. Yet, it fits together into one cohesive story with an 

appropriate beginning, a logical ending, a central character, and a consistent 
theme. (That is miraculous in and of itself). Read more at: http://christiananswers.net/q-

aiia/biblecongruency.html 

 

What I think is amazing about the Bible is the stark reality of the stories of the 
people in the Bible. This is not a collection of sanctified mythology that glosses 
over the faults of its heroes. Instead, the men and women of the Old 

Testament are portrayed as they really were, no holds barred.  
 
Phillip Yancey observes, “In its pages you will find passionate stories of love 

and hate, blood-chilling stories of rape and dismemberment, matter of-fact 
accounts of trafficking in slaves, honest tales of the high honor and cruel 
treachery of war. (The Essence of The Old Testament by Ed Hinson.) 

The Bible is about real people in real places in real history.  

http://christiananswers.net/q-aiia/biblecongruency.html
http://christiananswers.net/q-aiia/biblecongruency.html
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Bible simply means “Books.”  It is the Word of God. The word Scripture also 
used to refer to the Bible or God’s Word. Scripture refers to the sacred 

writings of the One True God. 
 

The Bible is made up of 66 books.  

 
39 in the Old Testament 
27 in the New Testament  

 
All of the Bible is the Word of God. 
 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for instruction, for conviction, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be 
complete, fully equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 2:16-17 

 
Even though man penned the Words, all of it is inspired or breathed of God 
into the writer. 

 
The scripture that Jesus read and quoted from was the Old Testament. 
 

The Old Testament is the Old Covenant 
The New Testament is the New covenant. 
 

The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed. 
The New Testament is the Old revealed. 
 

The Old Testament is commonly broken down like this: (find them in your Bible) 
 
The Pentateuch (first 5 books)-also known as the Law or the Torah to ancient 

Hebrews 
Genesis 
Exodus 

Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 

 
History 
 Joshua 

 Judges 
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 Ruth 
 1 and 2 Samuel 

 1 and 2 Kings 
 1 and 2 Chronicles 
 Ezra 

 Nehemiah 
 Esther 
Poetry and Wisdom Literature 

 Job 
 Psalms 
 Proverbs 

 Ecclesiastes 
 Song of songs 
 

The Major Prophets-The only reason for the distinction of major and minor is 
not of importance but just the length of their writings- major prophets are a bit 
longer. Minor prophets are just as important and have some very important 

words from God and promises from God to His people-us. 
 Isaiah 
 Jeremiah 

 Lamentations 
 Ezekiel 
 Daniel 

 
The Minor Prophets 
 Hosea 

 Joel 
 Amos 
 Obadiah 

 Jonah 
 Micah 
 Nahum 

 Habakkuk 
 Zephaniah 
 Haggai 

 Zechariah 
 Malachi 
***Go to appendix to see what each book is about: 
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The OT is about a nation and a people. 
 

The People of the Old Testament- 

 
 
To understand the people of the Old 

Testament is to understand the Old testament. 
Because it’s all about God and His dealing 
with people. 

 
When you have an understanding of the people then you will have a good 
working knowledge of the Bible. 

 
Adam and Eve 
Cain and Abel 

Noah 
Abraham 
Isaac 

Jacob and Esau 
Joseph 
Moses 

Ruth 
Samuel 
Saul 

David 
Daniel 
Isaiah 

Malachi 
 
The OT opens with the most important verse in the Bible…it sets the stage for 

everything else written in this book. 
 
Let’s go to the most important verse in the Bible-anyone want to take a stab 

at it? 
  
Genesis 1:1 is the most important verse in the bible 

  

The Old Testament: 
The promise of a nation 
The birthing of a nation-Israel 
The rise of a nation- Israel 
The warnings for a nation/Israel 
The seed of Israel-Jesus 
The falling of Israel 
The restoration of Israel 
The waiting for the Messiah of Israel 
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Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
 

Because if a person really believes Genesis 1:1, he will not find it difficult to 
believe anything else recorded in the Bible.  
 

That is, “if” God really created all things, then He controls all things and can 
do all things and He rules all things despite anyone who may think he rules in 
the earth. 

 
No matter who is president of the U.S. God is still on the throne! (The 
Christians are the only ones who act with any kind of decency and sanity at 

the outcome of any election because in the end we know God is on the 
throne!—it’s the people of the world who act with stupidity!) 
 

Furthermore, this one verse refutes all of man's false philosophies 
concerning the origin and meaning of the world. 
 

1.    It refutes atheism, because the universe was created by God. 
2.    It refutes pantheism (the belief that God is everything and everything is 
God), for God is transcendent (apart from and independent of the material 

universe) to that which He created. 
3.    It refutes polytheism, for one God created all things. 
4.    It refutes materialism, for matter had a beginning. 

5.    It refutes dualism, because God was alone when He created. 
6.    It refutes humanism, because God, not man, is the ultimate reality. 
7.    It refutes evolutionism, because God created all things. Life didn’t evolve 

from nothing… 
 
Gen 1:1 In the beginning God…the Bible makes no argument for the existence 

of God. 
 
God- Elohim (plural) It could be interpreted like this- In the Beginning God’s 

He created- in other words this is the first insight or revelation of the Trinity. 
 
So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; 

male and female he created them. Genesis 1:27 
 
The first people of God’s creation is who? 
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Adam and Eve 
 

The first man he named Adam. (man) 
The first women he named Eve. (life-giver) 
 

Their story is how sinned entered the world and the first prophecy of Jesus is 
revealed. Genesis 
 

Gen 2:15-25 Let’s read the account 
  
God created everything perfect and man can enjoy everything in the Garden 

except for one thing. 
  
He couldn’t eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil…If he did 

then death would enter the world. 
  
Everything was perfect. Theirs was perfect fellowship with God, everything 

was awesome. 
  
Only one thing could ruin it- man’s disobedience-which is what sin really is. 

  
The tree was a test- Was man going to love and obey God or not! 
  

The command was given to the man. 
  
Gen 3-The Fall of Man 

 
Genesis 3:1-11 
  

Serpent = satan (rearrange the letters you have Santa) Rev 12:9 that ancient 
serpent called the devil 
  

Satan’s Weapons 
  

1. Doubt- “Did God really say…?” 

2. Deception- “Do not eat from any tree…” 
3. Confusion- Eve “God said don’t touch it” 

  

4. Lie- “you will not die” totally contradicts God’s Word 
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5. Lust- “You will be like God” (appealing to her lust for power, her pride 

to live apart from God-no need for God because I will be like God) 
  
     Pride is the worst of all sins- it’s what turned a beautiful Angel of worship 

into Satan whom was kicked out of heaven. 
  
The root of all relational problems is pride! 

  
The sin of pride is the preoccupation with self! 
  

***If all you think about is you, your problems, your dreams, your goals, your 
discomfort, why you don’t have this or that, why you are not happy, guess 
what that is…preoccupation with self, that’s pride*** 

  
The number one person we think about is ourselves- preoccupation with self. 
  

Pride distances you from God- you cannot hear from God correctly because 
pride becomes the barrier! 
  

You know why you are stressed out- because of your preoccupation with self- 
if you would start thinking about yourself less and others more you would be a 
lot happier and have less anxiety, stress and worry! 

  
1.    Pride cause conflict-because you can’t admit you are wrong, because all 
you are concerned with is your happiness, comfort, your problems- you are 

consumed with yourself! 
 
 

2.    Pride prevents personal growth because you don’t want to learn from 
others. 
 

 
3.    Pride produces anxiety! The greatest source of stress and anxiety is pride 
because you have your eyes on you, and you worry and are stressed out! 

 
  
How do I look? What do they think about me? What are they saying about 

me? Do I measure up? 
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Image is everything! Our culture says but they are wrong! 

  
Character is what counts! 
  

We get so stressed out because we are worried about what if people really 
found out what I am really like. 
 

4.    Pride angers God- God says in his word- He hates pride! God opposes 
the proud but gives grace to the humble.  
 

 
Pride says I don’t need God! I don’t need God’s word- I don’t need teachers 
or Fathers. 

  
  
Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit!” 

  
Blessed are those who recognize they are poor spiritually and that they 
desperately need God! 

  
Pride is the preoccupation with self- and all that stress and anxiety leads to 
depression! 

  
Article- The antidote to depression is what they call the helpers high-The 
endorphin rush that you get when you help others! 

  
 
The original Sin (The fall of mankind)- she gave the fruit for Adam to eat 

  
Sin— 

 Hebrew (khattawaw) an offence 

 Greek “missing the mark” Hamartia- missing the mark of God’s perfect 
standard 

  

I’ve sinned you have sinned and that’s why we need a loving savior, Jesus 
Christ. 
  

Because of Adam we are born into sin so we need a savior. 
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Gen 3:15 is the first prophecy of a savior- “And I will put enmity between you 

and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, 
and you will strike his heel." 
  

(Through the seed of the woman would come The One who will crush the head 
of the serpent-Satan. Interesting while Jesus was on the cross in order to 
breathe he would push off His heel many times just to get air. Bruising His heel 

but crushing Satan with His death, burial and resurrection) 
 
 

Because of sin death entered the world-otherwise man would live eternally 
separated from God in his sin. Jesus came to bridge the gap that separates 
man from God. 

 
  
Sinful man cannot dwell with a sinless God. 

  
So Jesus did what it took so that man can be restored to that perfect 
fellowship with God who is now in heaven. 

  
Sin ultimately is disobedience to God. 
  

Gen 3  The first sin 
 
Adam and Eve began to populate the earth with children… 

 
Gen 4 Cain and Abel 
 

Cain 
Abel 
 

Their story is about the envy and murder. 
The first sign of man giving his best to God. 
 

Cain was envious of Abel because of God’s favor on his life. He gave God 
firstfruits while Cain didn’t, he gave to God leftovers from his harvest. God 
blessed Abel because He gave God the firstfruits and favored Him as a 

result.  
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1. When you offer God your firstfruits you open the door to the blessings 

of God and the favor of God in ways that you never imagined.  
2. Not everyone is going to like the favor of God on your life. That’s 

Ok…just keep doing what God wants and keep getting blessed and 

keep receiving the favor of God… 
 
Cain was upset and God saw it and said this… 

 
Genesis 4:6-7Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has 
your countenance fallen? "If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you 

do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you 
must master it."… 
 

Cain was so envious and he eventually murdered Abel. 
 
So then the earth is populating fairly rapidly and we come to… 

 
Noah 
 

As the earth is quickly populated, wickedness consumes God’s creation it’s 
amplified when the “sons of god” married and copulated with the daughters 
of men. It is believed that fallen angels married women and creating a race 

of people that were of the heavenlies and the earth, a hybrid. It was a 
mixture of races and it was evil in God’s eyes so to prevent the earth from 
being taken over God raised up a man named Noah.  

 
Genesis 6:2-6 …that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were 
beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose. Then the 

LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; 
nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years." The Nephilim were 
on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to 

the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty 
men who were of old, men of renown. Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of 
man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart 

was only evil continually. The LORD regretted that he had made human beings on 
the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled. 
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Sons of God- were fallen angels and they created a super human race. So 
God wiped everyone out and started a new. A fallen angel and human 

hybrid would be irredeemable.  
 
Many scholars, historians and archaeologists believe these giants are 

responsible for building the Megaliths such as Stonehenge, Tiahuanaco, 
Machupichu, Pumapunku in the region of Lake Titicaca! (Yes I just wanted to 
say- Titicaca! (Their architecture has never been replicated- it is far superior 

to modern day architecture- like the Pyramids. We don’t even know what they 
were for… 
 

Nevertheless wickedness spread rapidly…  (Jesus said that the end would be 
as in the days of Noah-key insight to heed to). 
 

Noah- His story is about the ark, the flood and repopulating the earth. God 
makes a special covenant with Noah to never destroy the earth by flood 
again and the sign of his covenant was the rainbow. 

 
The earth up to the flood was tropical. It was watered from underneath the 
earth. This was the perfect environment for tropical animals to flourish such as 

the Dinosaur. 
 
The flood came as a result of God tearing a canopy that covered the earth. 

So from this time on the earth would be watered from above and not below. 
Creating a non-tropical environment. The result is the extinction of the 
Dinosaurs. They didn’t survive the flood because of the drastic change in the 

environment.  
 
So Noah begins repopulating the earth and after many generations the land 

was still of one language. The people said let’s build a tower that will reach 
the heavens…. 
 

Next guy on the scene is a very important biblical character. 
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Abraham and Sarah 
 

The first 11 chapters of Genesis relate to the early history of the human race. 
Beginning with Genesis 12, the Bible sets a different course by focusing on 
God’s choice of one man and His descendants. The rest of the 905 chapters of 

the that make up the Old Testament trace the history of this one family, and 
what God has done through them. Through Abraham’s descendants God has 
revealed himself, dealt with sin, and reopened the way for a personal 

relationship with Him.   

 

 
 

 
Abraham- In Genesis 12 we are introduced to Abraham. God speaks to 

Abraham and makes a covenant…(Abrahamic covenant) 
 
The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your 

father’s household to the land I will show you. 
2  
“I will make you into a great nation, 

    and I will bless you; 
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I will make your name great, 
    and you will be a blessing. 

3  
I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you.” 
 

 
A covenant is more than a promise it’s a Divine contract. 
 

Genesis  God’s Promise   The promise kept 
Genesis 12:2  I’ll make you into   From Abraham sprang both the 
   A great nation   Jewish and Arab peoples. 
 

Genesis 12:2  I will bless you   God protected and enriched 
Abraham during his lifetime 
 

Genesis 12:2  I will make your name  Jews, Muslims and Christians 

   Great and you will be  honor Abraham as founder of 
   A blessing.    their faith.   
 

Genesis 12:3  I will bless those who bless  Throughout history, people who 
   You, and whoever curses  have persecuted the Jews have  
   You I will curse.   Experienced national disaster. 
 

Genesis 12:3  All peoples on earth will  Abrahams descendants gave the  
   Blessed through you.  World the Bible and Jesus, the 
        Savior. 
 

Genesis 12:7  To your offspring I will give Israel remains the Promised Land 
   this land.    of the Jewish people, to be 
        occupied at history’s end.  
 

Galatians 3:29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abrahams seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 
 

The promises that are initially introduced to Abraham are: 
1 He will be a great nation. (God has greatness for you) 
2 That God will bless him. (You have the blessing of God- Blessings of Dt. 

28) 
3 That his name will be great. (Your name will be honored and respected)  
4 He will be a blessing. (Others will be blessed through you) 
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5 Others who bless him will be blessed. (When people bless you they will 
be blessed) 

6 Other who curse him will be cursed. (When people curse you they will 
be cursed) 

7 In him shall all families of the earth be blessed. (Your city and nation will 

be blessed because of you.) 
 
**Blessings of Deuteronomy 28 

 
(Gal 3:13 NIV) Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree."  

 
He took the curse so we could be the potential recipient of the blessing 
through Faith in Him- through relying on and resting in His obedience. Here’s 

the list of the blessed life according to Dt. 28.  
 

“If you believe, you will receive..." Mat 21:22  
 
Here's how I sum up the major blessings of Deuteronomy 28:  

 
1. Set thee on high above all peoples of the earth. (v. 1) 

2. Blessed in the city (v. 3)  

3. Blessed in the fields (v. 3)  
4. Blessed children" (v. 4)  

5. Blessed crops (v. 4)  

6. Blessed livestock (v. 4)  

7. Blessed storehouse" (v. 5)  

8. Blessed bakeries (v. 5)  

9. Successful life (v. 6)  

10. Peaceful International relations (v. 7)  

11. Abundance in the barns (v. 8)  

12. Success in every activity (v. 8)  

13. Enemies at peace with us (v. 10)  

14. Abundant goods (v. 11)  

15. Abundant children (v. 11)  

16. Abundant cattle (v. 11)  



 30 

17. Lots to eat (v. 11)  

18. "His good treasure" (v. 12) 1 

9. Adequate rain (v. 12)  

20. Business success (v. 12)  

21. Debts paid (v. 12)  

22. Profitable and protected Investments (v. 12)  

23. Leadership (v.13)  

24. Top dog (v.13) (Message Bible)  

 
Top Dog (idiom) means to be the most important and powerful person in a 
group!  

You’re a top dog! Hey Top Dog! Thank you Lord for making me the TOP 
DOG! 
 

I thank you Lord that I am blessed with these amazing blessings!  
 
Blessings in our health, finances, family, business/employment, investments, 

food, enemies at peace with us, success in every activity we engage, top 
dog...  
 

 
 
It is through Abraham that God begins the Nation of Israel from the covenant 

with Abraham 
 
 

Genesis 15- God renews his covenant and promises him an heir- a son. So we 
have a Land of promise and a Child of promise. 
 

They were well along in years but God promised—75 years. 
A year goes by, nothing. 
2 years nothing but getting older. 

3 years- still getting older and nothing 
10 years and they got impatient and took the matter in their own hands and 
Abrahams wife gave him her maidservant. She became pregnant and gave 

birth to a son. But He was not the son of the promise from God. 
 
Abraham was 75 when God gave him the promise,  
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15 years later God renewed the promised and  
10 years later at 100 years old Abraham and Sarah finally had their son! 

    
THERE’S HOPE! 
 

Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed…Romans 4:18 
 
Having no reason whatsoever to have hope! 

In hope he still believed God was going to do what He said He was going to 
do! 
 

 
 
God has many promises for you and Let me tell you God will fulfill His 

promise to you! 
 
God will do what He promised! 

 
** God is not a man, that he should lie, nor the son of man, that he should 
change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not 

fulfill?  (could be the most important verse in the Bible! Num 23:19 
 
God will come through for you! 

He will finish the good work that He began to do! (bring you to a flourishing 
finish Php 1:6 MSG) 
He has greater things in store for you! 

He is leading you to victory. 
 
 

Since the promise was a long time in coming and Abraham got impatient so 
Sarah his wife gave her Egyptian servant to Abraham and she became 
pregnant and had a boy named Ishmael. But he was not the fulfillment of 

God’s promise. 
 
In fact, Ishmael and the promised son Isaac who did come years later were at 

odds with each other and are still to this day.  
 
From the lineage of Isaac is Israel-the Jewish people. 

The lineage of Ishmael produced the Muslims. 
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The Muslims hate the Jews. The end time battle- The battle of Armageddon 

will involve these two lineages. One final battle between good and evil. 
 
 

Isaac- The promised son. Marries Rebekah. Isaac was very wealthy. 
Genesis 26:12-14 
 

Then Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold; and 
the Lord blessed him. 13 The man began to prosper, and continued prospering 
until he became very prosperous; 14 for he had possessions of flocks and 

possessions of herds and a great number of servants. So the Philistines envied 
him. 
 

Isaac and Rebekah have two children: Jacob and Esau. 
 
 

Review:  Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac 
and Rebekah—the bible is a flow of people. 
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Jacob and Esau 
 

Their story is great; Esau is the elder brother. He is supposed get the 
inheritance from Isaac because of his being the firstborn but he sold his 
birthright to Jacob because he was hungry for a pot of stew. He lost 

everything because of food. 
 
Interesting thought: 

 

 Adam and eve sinned over food 

 Esau loses his birthright over food. 

 Daniel was tempted with food. 

 Jesus was tempted with food- something about food that cause people 
to do stupid things. Just a thought. 

 
One day Isaac was hungry and he was soon to die so He wanted to bless 
Esau so he sends Esau to hunt for some food because he was the hunter of the 

family. 
 
His wife Rebekah overhears what is about to take place to she makes some 

food, puts animal hair on his arms and dresses Jacob in Esau’s clothes. Jacob 
takes the food to Isaac who can barely see because of His age and tricks 
Isaac into the family blessing. So Jacob deceives his father and gets the 
blessing. 

 
Esau finds out and is out to kill Jacob. Jacob flees to his mother’s family in the 
land of Haran. On the way lays down to rest and has a vision from God—

Genesis 28 
 
He gets to Haran and begins working for a relative of his mothers, Laban falls 

in love with his daughter Rachel he works seven years for her on the wedding 
night Laban dresses up his older daughter and Jacob accidently marries her 
and discovers it the next morning. 

 
Enraged he confronts Laban and Laban makes some excuse as to why He 
deceived him and then promises to give Rachel to him if he works another 7 

years. Laban was very blessed and became very wealthy because of the 
blessing of God upon Jacobs life. 
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During this time between the two wives and two concubines He has 12 sons: 
 

Their names: and their meaning 
 
Names are important to God and have meaning. In fact the Gospel is 

presented in the first 10 names in the lineage of Adam. We see this lineage 
in Luke 3:36-38.  
 

 
Hebrew English 

Adam Man 

Seth Appointed 

Enosh Mortal 

Kenan Sorrow; 

Mahalalel The Blessed God 

Jared Shall come down 

Enoch Teaching 

Methuselah His death shall bring 

Lamech The Despairing 

Noah Rest, or comfort. 

 
Man (is) appointed mortal sorrow; (but) the Blessed God shall come down 
teaching (that) His death shall bring (the) despairing rest. 

 
Here's the Gospel hidden within a genealogy in Genesis! 
 

 
Reuben- “Behold, a son” 
Simeon- “Hearing” 
Levi- “Joined” 

Judah- “Praise”—The is the line through which Jesus was born- In Revelation He is called the Lion 
of the Tribe of Judah 

Issachar- “Hireling” 
Zebulun- “Prince” 

Joseph- “Increaser” 
Benjamin- “Son of my hand” 
Dan- “God is my judge” 
Naphtali-“Wrestling” 

Joseph and Benjamin full brothers-Benjamin was the youngest  
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Gad- “Fortune” 
Asher- “Blessed” 

 

These are known as the 12 Tribes of Israel. (Jacob being the key figure 
now) 
 

Jacob has an encounter with God on the way back to his original home, 
wrestles with God all night and told God I will not let you go until you bless 
me… 

 
God changes Jacobs name to Israel and a nation is birthed…the people of 
God who would eventually be called Jews. 

 
God said to him, "Your name is Jacob, but you will no longer be called Jacob; 
your name will be Israel." So he named him Israel.: Genesis 35:10 

 
Jacob means- “Deceiver.” And that’s exactly what He was a deceiver, he 
deceived his brother to giving him his birthright and his father to giving him 

the blessing of the first born son. Jacob was like a used car salesman- shady 
character. 
 

Often in the Old Testament we see God says he is the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob (even though He changed his name to Israel) Mt 22:32; Acts 3:13; 
Exodus 3:6, Exodus 4:5… 

 

 The God of Abraham I can understand- He is the father of the faith. 

 The God of Isaac, The promised son. 

 The God of Jacob, Jacob was a bad man- This shows the amazing love 
and mercy of God. He is the God of bigtime sinners like me! 

 

 
Israel means- “God perseveres.” “Struggles with God.” Jews understand that 
it’s ok to struggle with God- it’s accepted and expected. Moses did, Abraham 

did and Jacob did all of the great people of the Bible did.  
God also said to him, "I am God Almighty; Be fruitful and multiply; A nation and 
a company of nations shall come from you, And kings shall come forth from you. 

Genesis 35:11 
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So Jacob now is the chief receiver of the promise that God gave to Abraham.  
 

So far throughout Genesis God is building a people that would be His. 
Because of sin the promised Messiah would come through this lineage. 
 

Now Israel had a son who plays a key role. His name is Joseph. Joseph is the 
most wrote about character in Genesis. Basically from chapter 37-50 is all 
about Joseph. 

 
 
Joseph has a fantastic story. If there is anyone in the Bible I identify with its 

Joseph. I love this guy. He gives me a lot of hope! 
 
Father- Jacob 

Mother- Rachel 
Wife is- Asenath (aka –Zena princess warrior) 
Sons- Manasseh and Ephraim 

 
Genesis 41:51 Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, “It is because 
God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s household.” 52 The 

second son he named Ephraim[b] and said, “It is because God has made me 
fruitful in the land of my suffering.” 
 

Name mentioned 214 times in 16 books. 
Age at death- 110 
 

He was Jacobs favorite son. 
 
Joseph was the most profound foreshadow and type of Christ in the entire 

Old Testament. His life was a prophecy of Jesus. 
 
***( Parallels between Joseph and Jesus) Appendix 

Tell the story: 
 

 Joseph is the young favorite son of his father Jacob. 

 He has a dream that one day everyone including his family will bow 
down to him (leadership) 

 His brothers hate him because he is the favored son who will get the 

inheritance signified by the coat of many colors. 
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 His brothers had to do hard labor while Joseph was pampered. 

 Joseph was commissioned by Jacob to check on his brothers herding the 

sheep miles away. 

 The brothers see him coming and plot to kill him. Instead they resort to 
selling him to slave traders. 

 He then is sold to Potiphar. Captain of the Pharoahs guard 

 He quickly prospers and becomes in charge of all of Potiphar’s estate. 

 Potiphars wife Hotiphar had the hots for Joseph and tried to seduce him 
daily. She caught him alone one day and tried again but Joseph not 

wanting to sin ran leaving his shirt in her hands that she ripped off-she 
was humiliated and screams rape. 

 

***Immediately he is thrown in the Kings Prison. 
 
(Joseph seemingly is having a setback after setback after setback- it looks 

hopeless but this is all God’s plan to get him where God wanted Joseph to be 
to fulfill His dream. It may seem like God doesn’t know what he is doing in 
your life but He knows exactly what He is doing to accomplish the purpose He 

has for your life. He has you right where He wants you!) 
 
He’s in the Kings prison for several years and one day the Pharaohs butler 

and cook made Pharaoh so mad he threw them both in prison. They both have 
a dream and tell Joseph and he interprets the dream and says, “When it 
comes to pass remember me.” 

 
The dream revealed that the Pharaoh would restore one to their original 
position and the other would die. 

 
It happened just as Joseph said but the cupbearer totally forgot about Joseph 
until two years later the Pharaoh has a dream and no one can interpret and 

he remembers Joseph. 
 
They clean him up, he meets the Pharaoh and interprets the dream. The King is 

so impressed with Joseph he gives the Kings ring to Him and says no one in all 
my kingdom is greater than you- only for the throne I am. 
 

In an instant God takes Joseph from the prison to the palace. 
From poverty to prosperity. 
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Years later just as he dreamed, his family would bow down to him not 

knowing who he was, they were in a severe drought and needed food and 
Egypt, because of Josephs leadership had the food stored up. After some 
time he had his family were restored and Joseph moved them to Egypt.  
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**Key lessons from the life of Joseph 

 
1. God is on the throne. (no worries) 
2. God is working in our lives even though we may not see it or make 

sense of it. 
3. God uses all the bad and uses it for our good. He’s working for your 

good! 

4. Setbacks are actually setups from God for something great. 
5. Get a dream from God and trust him to bring it to pass. 
6. The Dream process 

a. God births something in your heart. 
b. God uses people in your life to get you to where He wants you 

to bring the dream to past. Some are friends some are enemies. 

Some like you and some don’t. But God is using all of them for 
YOUR favor. 

c. God prepares you for the dream. Preparation process takes 

many years. Dreams are dreamt overnight but it takes many 
years to come to fruition. 

d. God is developing your patience, skills and your character to 

be able to handle the dream. The last thing He wants is for the 
dream to be your God and not Him. Are you willing to pay the 
price- law of the price tag. Joseph learned forgiveness. In the 

Kings prison where Joseph learned the protocol of a King. He 
didn’t know it because he came from a despised shepherding 
family. But be innocently thrown in the “Kings Prison.” After 

several years there He learned all about living in the palace. 
Prison prepared him for the palace. God’s hand was in the 
whole process of Josephs life- it was uncomfortable, Joseph 

didn’t understand, I’m sure it was unwanted and seemed 
unnecessary but God’s master hand was directing it all. 

e. God is also building your trust in Him and your faithfulness to 

Him. Joseph had to trust Him. Joseph had to die to his dream 
before it could come to life. 

f. God is producing perseverance in your life. The last thing God 

is developing is your perseverance. Faith is perseverance. Just 
do not give up. God hasn’t given up on your dream. 

g. God will bring the dream to pass when you are fully prepared-

due season—the Fulfillment. You cannot control when the 

Minister here 
dreaming big 



 40 

dream comes to pass all you can do is what you can do and let 
God do the rest! 

 

Joseph discovered that his greatest pain became the place of 
His greatest reign! 

 
 
This ends Genesis. 

 
Joseph sets the stage for Moses 
 

Exodus begins by telling us the Joseph and his generation has died and there 
is a new King who did not know about Joseph was in power. The Israelites and 
multiplied very great and very fast. So much so the Egyptians feared them so 

they made them slaves and oppressed them. However the more they were 
oppressed the more they grew.  
 

So the King ordered that all the newborn boys to be killed. (whenever a great 
leader is about to be born the Satanic strategy is kill the babies-it happened 
in Moses time, Jesus’ time and it’s happening in our time. Since abortion was 

legalized a whole generation has been murdered.) 
 
Moses 

 
The people cry out to God for help. God raises up a man named Moses. He 
would rescue the Israelites and lead them to the promised land- Canaan. 

However during the process to get to the promised land the Israelites 
complained and rejected Moses. It infuriated God that he killed many of them 
and would not let them into the promised land. Complaining and rebelling 

disqualified them from the promise of God. So they had to wonder around 
the desert until that whole generation died including Moses. 
 

 
 
 

Joshua 
 
When they died off Moses’ successor would be the one to lead the people in 

the promised land. Joshua. 



 41 

 
Favorite lesson from his life comes from Numbers 14. God told Moses to send 

12 spies to check out the Promised Land. Joshua was one of those spies. He 
was the youngest.  
 

10 of the spies came back with a bad report saying the Promised Land is the 
land of all our hopes and dreams but there are giants in the land and we 
can’t take it. 

 
Only Joshua and his friend Caleb say we can take it and we will because 
God is with us. 

 
“The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 8 If the Lord is 
pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and 

honey, and will give it to us. 9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not be 
afraid of the people of the land, because we will devour them. Their protection is 
gone, but the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of them.” Numbers 14:7-9  

 
The Bible refers to Joshua and Caleb as having a “different spirit.” 
 

The 10 spies and their generation didn’t believe God. They didn’t have a 
positive faithfilled winning attitude. They were insecure and a defeated 
people. In Numbers 13:33 it says they saw themselves as grasshopper in our 

own eyes and so we were. 
 
How you see yourself has a great effect on how you see and ultimately 

believe God. 
 
They couldn’t believe the great things God had for them because of their 

deep rooted insecurity. Their insecurity blocked their faith. 
 
They said they couldn’t enter in and take the land and they were right- they 

didn’t. God didn’t let them but punished them by letting them wander in the 
desert 40 years! 
 

Not Joshua and Caleb. They said we can, God is with us and will help us and 
guess what- they got to enter in and they defeated all the enemies and they 
prospered in the promised land! 
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Do you believe God has great things for you? 
Do you believe that you and He can make it happen? 

Do you have a positive faithfilled attitude? 
 
 

 
Judges 
 

After years of conquering the enemy to occupy the promised land God raised 
up judges as leaders of the people. Because the people without a leader 
would have a proclivity towards wickedness. 

 
Basically the book of Judges goes like this… 
 

-God blesses the people and they prosper. 
-They soon would get proud and forget God and turn to other gods and live 
wickedly. 

-God would judge and punish them by allowing an enemy to torment them. 
-After some time of torment, they would repent and God would send a Judge 
(leader) to deliver them from their enemy and they would then soon prosper 

and the cycle would begin again. 
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Typical Cycle of Nations: 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
“Those who don’t 

know history are doomed to repeat it!” George Santayana 

 
 
America was once established and built upon Biblical principles and we 

have foolishly turned from God. 
 

George Washington – Farewell Address, September 17, 1796 “Of all the 

dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and 
morality and indispensable supports...In vain would that man claim the 

tribute of patriotism who should labor to subvert these great pillars of 
human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of men and citizens...” 

  

 

John Adams “Statesmen, my dear Sir, may plan and speculate for liberty, 

but it is Religion and Morality alone, which can establish the Principles 

upon which Freedom can securely stand.”   

 

Benjamin Rush – Essays, Literary, Moral and Philosophical, 1798 “the only 

foundation for...a republic is to be laid in Religion. Without this there can 
be no virtue, and without virtue there can be no liberty, and liberty is the 

object and life of all republican governments.”  
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Signer of the Declaration of Independence   

1st Surgeon General   

 

Foundations of the American State   

 
 

 

 

   

 
 
 

George Washington – Farewell Address, September 17, 1796 “...And let 

us with caution indulge the supposition that the morality can be 
maintained without religion...reason and experience both forbid us to 
expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious 

principle.”   

 
Benjamin Rush – A Defense of the Use of the Bible as a School Book, 

1728 “...Christianity is the only true and perfect religion; and that in 

proportion as mankind adopt its principles and obey its  precepts they will 

be wise and happy.” Charles Carroll – Letter to James Henry, November 4, 

1800 “Without morals, a republic cannot subsist any length of time; they 

therefore who are decrying the Christian religion...are undermining the 

solid foundation of morals, the best security for the duration of free 

governments.”  Signer of the Declaration of Independence  

 

Samuel Adams – Letter to John Trunbell, October 16, 1778  “Religion and 

good morals are the only solid foundation of public liberty and 

happiness.”   

 

Patrick Henry – 1736-1799 “The great pillars of all government and of 

social life [are] virtue, morality, and religion. This is the armor...and this 

alone, that renders us invincible.”   

Republic 

Morality 

Religion 
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2 Chronicles 7:13-14 “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or 
command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, 14 if 

my people, who are called by my name, will   
Humble themselves and   
Pray and   
Seek my face and   
Turn from their wicked ways,   

Then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”   

 

Judges were: 
 
Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, 

Abdon, and Samson.   
 
Ruth- Ruth is very significant because she marries a man named name Boaz 

and they have a son named Obed who has a son Jesse who has a son named 
David and from the lineage of David comes Jesus Christ the savior of the 
world. 

 
Now Ruth was a Moabites, enemy of Israel. But here we see again the grace 
and mercy of God on people lives.  

 
Samuel-Saul-David-  
 

Samuel the prophet whom God used to anoint Israel’s first King. Israel 
wanted to be like other nations so they wanted a King. Samuel warned them 
what a King would do. They wanted a King anyway to be like everyone else. 

Samuel cries out to God and says, they are not rejecting you they are 
rejecting me. As ministers we know that people are not rejecting us ultimately 
they are rejecting God. So Samuel anoints Saul with a flask-signifying He was 

man’s choice not God’s. God choice would be David. 
 
King Saul disobeys God so God sends Samuel to anoint on of the sons of 

Jesse. 
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David-“Beloved- the most written about character in the Old Testament. 
Born in 1040 B.C. David’s story is awesome. We know He was the one who 

killed Goliath. He was a shepherd boy who was deeply in love with God. 
One day God told Samuel to go an anoint with a horn (signifying God’s 
choice) one of the sons of Jesse (whose grandmother was Ruth). He goes and 

lines up all his sons- Samuel passes by and says these are the one. There must 
be another. Jesse says I have another but he is just a shepherd boy. Samuel 
says, Man looks on the outward but God looks at the heart. 

 
Just because people don’t choose, let me tell you God does. He sees your 
heart. 

 
You may not be the smartest, best looking, most qualified or most talented. 
That doesn’t matter with God He sees your heart. 

 
They get David, the one even his own father didn’t choose. Samuel says he’s 
the one and he anoints him to be King. Anointed by Samuel as God’s choice 

for a King. 
It would be several years before David would actually take the throne. David 
was about 16 when he was anointed and about 30 when he took the throne. 

 
There is often a lengthy season between the promise and the fulfillment. It’s 
testing, training, faith building, trusting, strengthening. Between the closed 

door and the open door is the hell in the hallway! 
 
David Israel’s greatest King but not perfect by any means. He was an 

adulterer, conspirator, murderer, liar and poor father and yet…in Acts it says, 
David was a man after God’s very own heart… 
 

“After removing Saul, he made David their king. He testified concerning him: ‘I 
have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I 
want him to do.” Acts 13:22 

 
REASONS DAVID WAS A MAN AFTER GOD’S HEART 
 

I. DAVID LOVED THE WORD OF GOD 
 
Oh, how I love your instructions! I think about them all day long. Ps 119:97 NLT 
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How I delight in your commands! How I love them! I honor and love your 
commands. I meditate on your decrees. Ps 119:47-48 NLT 

       
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. Ps 119:11 
 

My comfort in my suffering is this: Your promise preserves my life. Ps 119:50 
 
Great peace have those who love your law, and nothing can make them stumble. 

Ps 119:165 
 
How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand 

in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his delight is in the law 
of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. He will be like a tree 
firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season and its leaf 

does not wither, and in whatever he does, he prospers. Ps 1:1-3 
          
 

II. DAVID LOVED TO PRAY 
 
I love the LORD, because He hears My voice and my supplications. Because He 

has inclined His ear to me, Therefore I shall call upon Him as long as I live. Ps 
116:1-2 
 

Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; hear me and answer me. 
My thoughts trouble me and I am distraught 
Ps 55:1-2 

 
Answer me when I call to you, my righteous God. Give me relief from my 
distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. Ps 4:1 

 
O LORD, hear me as I pray; pay attention to my groaning. Ps 5:1 
 

I sought the LORD, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears. Ps. 
34:4 
 

 
III. DAVID LOVED TO PRAISE GOD 
 

 Seven times a day I praise you for your righteous laws. Ps 119:164 
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From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; before those who 

fear you I will fulfill my vows. Ps 22:25 
 
I will praise you, LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all the marvelous things 

you have done. Ps 9:1  
    
 

IV. DAVID LOVED UNITY AMONG BRETHREN 
 
   How good and pleasant it is when God's people live together in unity!  Ps 

133:1 
    
 

V. DAVID HATED EVERY FALSE WAY 
 
 Your commandments give me understanding; no wonder I hate every false way 

of life. - Ps 119:104 
 
VI. DAVID HAD A REPENTANT HEART 

 
For the sake of your name, O Lord, forgive my iniquity, though it is great. Psalm 
25:11 

 
I said, "Have mercy on me, LORD; heal me, for I have sinned against you." Ps 
41:4 

 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from Your Presence and do not take Your Holy Spirit 

from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and sustain me with a willing 
spirit. Ps 51:10-12 
 

God dwells with those who have a contrite and humble heart- God calls that 
place a High and Holy place- Is 57:15-  
 
The high and lofty one who lives in eternity, the Holy One, says this: "I live in the 
high and holy place with those whose spirits are contrite and humble. I restore the 
crushed spirit of the humble and revive the courage of those with repentant 

hearts. 
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VII. DAVID HAD A FAITHFILLED HEART 
 
Those who know your name trust in you, for you, LORD, have never forsaken 

those who seek you. Ps 9:10 
 
The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 

stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1 
 
And David said, "The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and 

from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." 
And Saul said to David, "Go, and may the LORD be with you." 1 Samuel 
17:37 

 
 
VIII. DAVID HAD AN OBEDIENT HEART 

 
Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart. 
Psalm 119:34 

 
I desire to do your will, my God; your law is within my heart. Ps 40:8 
 

Be good to your servant while I live, that I may obey your word. Ps 119:17 
 
My heart is set on keeping your decrees to the very end. Ps 119:112 

 
 
IX. DAVID HAD A GRATEFUL HEART 

 
I will give thanks to the LORD because of his righteousness; I will sing the praises 
of the name of the LORD Most High. Ps 7:17 

 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him 
and praise his name. Ps 100:4 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever. Give thanks to 
the God of gods. His love endures forever. Give thanks to the Lord of lords…Ps 

136:1-3 
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X. DAVID DEEPPLY LOVED GOD 

 
I love you, LORD, my strength. Ps 18:1 
 

Love the LORD, all his faithful people! The LORD preserves those who are true to 
him, but the proud he pays back in full. Ps 31:23 
 

I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy. Ps 116:1 
 
 

Solomon  
 
Solomon was the son of David and Bathsheba. Bathsheba was the woman 

David committed adultery with and when she became pregnant to cover it up 
David had her husband killed in battle.  
 

 

 Solomon became the wisest man ever. 

 Wrote most of the Proverbs-Ecclesiastes the books of wisdom- Songs 

of Solomon 

 He was a great King 
 

 
 

1. I was fascinated when I discovered how he got his wisdom. He did 

something in particular that got the attention of God…2 Chronicles 
1:5b-12 
 

…so Solomon and the assembly inquired of him there. 6 Solomon went up to the 
bronze altar before the Lord in the tent of meeting and offered a thousand burnt 
offerings on it. 

7 That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, “Ask for whatever you 
want me to give you.” 
8 Solomon answered God, “You have shown great kindness to David my father 

and have made me king in his place. 9 Now, Lord God, let your promise to my 
father David be confirmed, for you have made me king over a people who are 
as numerous as the dust of the earth. 10 Give me wisdom and knowledge, that I 

may lead this people, for who is able to govern this great people of yours?” 
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11 God said to Solomon, “Since this is your heart’s desire and you have not 
asked for wealth, possessions or honor, nor for the death of your enemies, and 

since you have not asked for a long life but for wisdom and knowledge to 
govern my people over whom I have made you king, 12 therefore wisdom and 
knowledge will be given you. And I will also give you wealth, possessions and 

honor, such as no king who was before you ever had and none after you will 
have.” 
 

 
 

2. His message 

 
After spending his whole life searching for meaning in every possible 
activity known to man this is what he says… 

 
Now all has been heard; 
    here is the conclusion of the matter: 

Fear God and keep his commandments, 
    for this is the duty of all mankind. Ecc 12:13 
 

Next two Kings because of their sin Israel becomes divided- Israel and 
Judah 
 

Jeroboam (Solomon’s official)  
 
Then he said to Jeroboam, "Take ten pieces for yourself, for this is what the 

LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'See, I am going to tear the kingdom out of 
Solomon's hand and give you ten tribes. But for the sake of my servant David 
and the city of Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, he 

will have one tribe. I will do this because they have forsaken me and worshiped 
Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and 
Molek the god of the Ammonites, and have not walked in obedience to me, nor 

done what is right in my eyes, nor kept my decrees and laws as David, Solomon's 
father, did. 1 Kings 11:31-33 
 

Jeroboam reigned over the Northern Kingdom called Israel 
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Rehoboam (Solomon’s son) King over the tribe of Judah and Benjamin 
(Southern Kingdom called Judah. Isaiah prophecies the restoration of the two 

kingdoms becoming one again. (Isaiah 11:12-13) 
 
Both those Kings did evil in the sight of the Lord. 

 
So did several Kings after them and the prophets warned them over and 
over turn back to God or an enemy will destroy your cities and your 

people will be carried off to enemy territory. They do not listen.  
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Daniel- “God is my judge” 
 

Daniel is a teen when Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon is used by God to 
bring punishment on His people for their disobedience, wickedness and 
forsaking God. The King destroys the city of God-Jerusalem. Kills many 

people and carries of the young smart kids like Daniel to be trained in the 
Kings service. God used Daniel in a very powerful way. Daniel thrived even 
though living in a wicked culture. He like Joseph could interpret dreams. He is 

such a man of excellence and integrity that he becomes second in command 
and stays there for the rest of his life serving under four different Kings. He is 
so special to God that he is given a revelation of the end times. The book of 

Daniel and Revelation go hand in hand you need both to understand how the 
times unfold.  
 

Daniel 3:17-18 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is 
able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us[a] from Your Majesty’s hand. 
18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not 

serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up. 
 
And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but 

the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits. Daniel 
11:32 
 

 
Prophets During Daniels time See appendix  
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Malachi- sets the stage for Jesus and the New Testament. After Malachi God 
doesn’t speak for 400 years! 

 
Then suddenly an Angel of God appears to Mary and Joseph announcing 
that Mary would be carrying the Son of God, the Messiah, the Savior of the 

World! 
 
Why did God choose Mary to be the mother of Jesus when she wasn’t 

married and went against all traditional rule and regulations. That she 
would be ostracized by a whole community. God had to hide His Son from 
the enemy. He has a purpose for everything. God hides things for us and 

not from us! 
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The point of the Old Testament- pointing to our need of Jesus and the 
promises of His coming. 
 
From Genesis to Revelation Jesus is… (also see appendix) see Imac docs and images) 
Play song 
 

Genesis – Jesus is our Creator 
Exodus – He is the Passover Lamb 
Leviticus – High Priest 

Numbers – Water in the desert 
Deuteronomy – He is our Eagles wings of deliverance 
Joshua – Commander of the army of the Lord 
Judges – He is the Lord of Peace 

Ruth – He is our Redeemer 
1 Samuel –He is the Prophet, Priest and King 
2 Samuel – Rock of Salvation 
1 Kings – Builder of a temple that will never fall 

2 Kings – He is the reigning King 
1 Chronicles – Son of David that is coming to rule 
2 Chronicles – the King who reigns eternally 
Ezra – Priest proclaiming freedom 

Nehemiah – the One who restores what is broken 
Esther – Protector of his people 
Job – Mediator between God and man 

Psalms – He is our song in the morning and in the night 
Proverbs – our Wisdom and Strong Tower! 
Ecclesiastes – our meaning for life 
Song of Solomon – Author of faithful love 

Isaiah – He is our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace 
Jeremiah – the weeping Messiah 
Lamentations – He assumes God’s wrath for us 
Ezekiel – Son of Man 

Daniel – He is the Son of God with us in the fiery furnace 
Hosea – Faithful husband even when we run away 
Joel – He is the baptizer of the Holy Spirit 
Amos – delivers justice to the oppressed 

Obadiah – He is Mighty to Save 
Jonah – The great missionary 
Micah – He casts our sin into the sea of forgetfulness 
Nahum – He proclaims future world peace 

Habakkuk – He crushes injustice 
Zephaniah – He’s the Warrior who saves 
Haggai – He restores our worship 

Zechariah – He is Lord and King over all the earth 
Malachi – Sun of righteousness who brings healing 
 
 

Matthew – The Messiah who is King 
Mark – The Messiah who is a Servant 
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Luke – The Messiah who is a Deliverer 
John – The Messiah who is a God in the flesh 

Acts – The Spirit who dwells in His people 
Romans – The Power of God unto salvation 
1 Corinthians – He is our conqueror over death; Our resurrection! 
2 Corinthians – He is the down payment of what’s to come 

Galatians – He is our inheritance 
Ephesians – He is our peace at the right hand of the Father 
Philippians – He is the God that supplies all our needs 
Colossians – He holds the supreme position in all things 

1 Thessalonians – He is our comfort in the last days 
2 Thessalonians – He is our returning King 
1 Timothy – He is our Crown of Righteousness 
2 Timothy – He is Christ our Helper 

Titus – He is our Hope 
Philemon – He is a friend that sticks closer than a brother 
Hebrews – He is our High Priest 

James – He is the Great Physician 
1 Peter – He is our hope in times of suffering 
2 Peter – He is the restorer of all things 
1 John – He is our Love and Light 

2 John – He is Christ come in the flesh 
3 John – He is our prosperity, health and peace 
Jude – Jesus is the Lord coming with 10,000 of his believers 
Revelation – Jesus is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 

The Alpha and the Omega, The Beginning and the End, and 
He is coming again and the One who makes all things new! 
 

 

Appendix 
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A Glance at the Old Testament Books 
 

 
OLD TESTAMENT BOOKS(39 Books) 

 
Genesis: Records the beginning of the universe, man, the Sabbath, marriage, 
sin, sacrifice, nations, and government and key men of God like Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 
 
Exodus: Details how Israel became a nation with Moses as leader. Israel is 

delivered from bondage in Egypt and travels to Mt. Sinai where the law of 
God is given. 
 

Leviticus: This book was a manual of worship for Israel. It provides instruction 
to the religious leaders and explains how a sinful people can approach a 
righteous God. It relates to the coming of Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sins of the world. 
 
Numbers: Records Israel's 40 years of wandering in the wilderness which was 

a result of disobedience to God. The title of the book is from two numberings 
(population censuses) taken during the long journey. 
 

Deuteronomy: Records the final days of Moses' life and reviews the laws given 
in Exodus and Leviticus. 
 

BOOKS OF HISTORY: 
 
Joshua: Details how Joshua, the successor of Moses, led the people of Israel 

into the Promised Land of Canaan. It records the military campaigns and the 
division of the land among the people. 
 

Judges: Israel turned away from God after Joshua's death. This book records 
the sad story of their repeated sins and the judges God raised up to deliver 
them from enemy forces. 

 
Ruth: The story of Ruth, a woman of the Gentile nation of Moab, who chose to 
serve the God of Israel. She became the great grandmother of David. 
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I Samuel: This book centers on three persons: Samuel who was the last of the 
judges of Israel; Saul, the first king of Israel; and David who succeeded Saul 

as king. 
 
II Samuel: The glorious 40-year reign of King David is recorded in this book. 

 
I Kings: King Solomon's reign and the kings of the divided kingdom through the 
reigns of Ahab in the north and Jehoshaphat in the south are the subjects of 

this book. 
 
II Kings: The final decline of Israel and Judah is recalled in this book. God's 

people fell into deep sin. 
 
I Chronicles: The reign of David and preparations for building the temple are 

recorded here. The time of this book is the same as II Samuel. 
 
II Chronicles: This book continues Israel's history through Solomon's reign with 

focus on the southern kingdom. It closes with the decree of Cyrus which 
permitted the return of the people from Babylon to Jerusalem. 
 

Ezra: The return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity is detailed. 
 
Nehemiah: The rebuilding of Jerusalem's walls under the direction of 

Nehemiah is recalled by this book. The project was begun about 14 years 
after Ezra's return with the people. 
 

Esther: God's deliverance of the Jews through Esther and Mordecai is the 
subject of this book. 
 

 
BOOKS OF POETRY: 
 

Job: This book is the story of Job, a man who lived around the time of 
Abraham. The theme is the question of why righteous men suffer. 
 

Psalms: The prayer and praise book of the Bible. 
 
Proverbs: Divine wisdom for practical problems of everyday life. 
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Ecclesiastes: A discussion of the futility of life apart from God. 
 

Song Of Solomon: The romance of Solomon and his Shulamite bride. The story 
represents God's love for Israel and of Christ for the church. 
 

 
BOOKS OF PROPHECY: 
Several of these books were written during a period when the nation of Israel 

was divided into two separate kingdoms: Israel and Judah. 
 
Isaiah: Warns of coming judgment against Judah because of their sin against 

God. 
 
Jeremiah: Written during the later decline and fall of Judah. Told of the 

coming judgment and urged surrender to Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
Lamentations: Jeremiah's lament (expression of sorrow) over the destruction of 

Jerusalem by Babylon. 
 
Ezekiel: Warns first of Jerusalem's impending fall and then foretells its future 

restoration. 
 
Daniel: The prophet Daniel was captured during the early siege of Judah and 

taken to Babylon. This book provides historic and prophetic teaching which is 
important in understanding Bible prophecy. 
 

Hosea: Theme of this book is Israel's unfaithfulness, their punishment, and 
restoration by God.  
 

Joel: Tells of the plagues which foreshadowed future judgment and the 
promised outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amos: During a period of material prosperity but moral decay, Amos warned 
Israel and surrounding nations of God's future judgment on their sin. 
 

Obadiah: God's judgment against Edom, an evil nation located south of the 
Dead Sea. 
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Jonah: The story of the prophet Jonah who preached repentance in Nineveh, 
capitol of the Assyrian empire. The book reveals God's love and plan of 

repentance for the Gentiles. 
 
Micah: Another prophecy against Israel's sin. Foretells the birthplace of Jesus 

700 years before the event happened. 
 
Nahum: Tells of the impending destruction of Nineveh which had been spared 

some 150 years earlier through Jonah's preaching. 
 
Habakkuk: Reveals God's plan to punish a sinful nation by an even more sinful 

one. Teaches that "the just shall live by faith." 
 
Zephaniah: Judgment and restoration of Judah. 

 
Haggai: Urges the Jews to rebuild the temple after a 15-year delay due to 
enemy resistance. 

 
Zechariah: Further urging to complete the temple and renew spiritual 
commitment. Foretells Christ's first and second comings. 

 
Malachi: Warns against spiritual shallowness and foretells the coming of John 
the Baptist and Jesus. 
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Scriptural Comparisons Between Joseph and Jesus 

 Parallel between them:  Joseph  Jesus 

 Both were the favorite son of a wealthy father.  Gen. 37:3  Matt. 3:17 

 Both were a shepherd of his father's sheep.  Gen. 37:2  John 10:11-14 

 Both were taken into Egypt to avoid being killed.  Gen. 37:28  Matt. 2:13 

 Both became a servant.  Gen. 39:4  Phil. 2:7 

 Both began their ministry at the age of thirty years old.  Gen. 41:46  Luke 3:23 

 Both were filled with the Spirit of God.  Gen. 41:38  Luke 4:1 

 Both returned good for evil.  Gen. 50:20  Matt. 5:44 

 Both were humble and unspoiled by wealth.  Gen. 45:7-8  John 13:12 

 Both were taught by God.  Gen. 41:16  John 5:19 

 Both loved people freely.  Gen. 45:15  John 13:34 

 Both gained the confidence of others quickly.  Gen. 39:3  Matt. 8:8 

 Both gave bread to hungry people who came to him.  Gen. 41:57  Mark 6:41 

 Both resisted the most difficult temptations.  Gen. 39:8-9  Heb. 4:15 

 Both were given visions of the future.  Gen. 37:6  Matt. 24:3 

 Both tested people to reveal their true nature.  Gen. 42:25  Mark 11:30 

 Both were hated for their teachings.  Gen. 37:8  John 7:7 

 Both were sold for the price of a slave.  Gen. 37:28  Matt. 26:15 

 Both were falsely accused.  Gen. 39:14  Mark 14:56 

 Both were silent before their accusers.  Gen. 39:20  Mark 15:4 

 Both were condemned between two prisoners.  Gen. 40:2-3  Luke 23:32 

 Both arose into a new life.  Gen. 41:41  Mark 16:6 

 Both were not recognized by their own brethren.  Gen. 42.8  Luke 24:37 

 Both returned to their father.  Gen. 46:29  Mark 16:19 

 Both became royalty.  Gen. 45:8  Rev. 19:16 
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44 prophecies of Jesus (there are over 350) 
44 Prophecies Jesus Christ Fulfilled 

 
                      Prophecies About Jesus  OT Scripture  NT Fulfillment 
 

1. Messiah would be born of a woman.  Genesis 3:15  Matthew 1:20 
Galatians 4:4 

2. Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. Micah 5:2  Matthew 2:1 
Luke 2:4-6 

3. Messiah would be born of a virgin.  Isaiah 7:14  Matthew 1:22-23 
Luke 1:26-31 

4. Messiah would come from   Genesis 12:3   Matthew 1:1 
       the line of Abraham.    Genesis 22:18  Romans 9:5 

5. Messiah would be a descendant of Isaac. Genesis 17:19  Luke 3:34 
Genesis 21:12 

  
6. Messiah would be a descendant of Jacob. Numbers 24:17 Matthew 1:2 
7. Messiah would come from the  Genesis 49:10  Luke 3:33 

        tribe of Judah.        Hebrews 7:14 
 

8. Messiah would be heir to King  2 Samuel 7:12-13  Luke 1:32-33 
         David's throne.     Isaiah 9:7  Romans 1:3 
 

9. Messiah's throne will be anointed  Psalm 45:6-7   Luke 1:33 
          and eternal.      Daniel 2:44   Hebrews 1:8-12 
 
      10. Messiah would be called Immanuel.  Isaiah 7:14  Matthew 1:23 
      11. Messiah would spend a season in Egypt. Hosea 11:1  Matthew 2:14-15 
      12. A massacre of children would  Jeremiah 31:15 Matthew 2:16-18 
               happen at Messiah's birthplace. 
 
      13. A messenger would prepare the  Isaiah 40:3-5  Luke 3:3-6 

way for Messiah. 
      14. Messiah would be rejected by.  Psalm 69:8   John 1:11 
            his own people     Isaiah 53:3  John 7:5 
 
      15. Messiah would be a prophet.   Dt. 18:15  Acts 3:20-22 
      16. Messiah would be preceded by Elijah. Malachi 4:5-6  Matthew 11:13-14 
      17. Messiah would be declared the  Psalm 2:7  Matthew 3:16-17 

Son of God. 
      18. Messiah would be called a Nazarene. Isaiah 11:1  Matthew 2:23 
      19. Messiah would bring light to Galilee. Isaiah 9:1-2  Matthew 4:13-16 
      20. Messiah would speak in parables.  Psalm 78:2-4   Matthew 13:10-15, 
       Isaiah 6:9-10  34-35 
  
      21. Messiah would be sent to heal  Isaiah 61:1-2  Luke 4:18-19 

the brokenhearted. 
      22. Messiah would be a priest after the  Psalm 110:4  Hebrews 5:5-6 
 order of Melchizedek. 
      23. Messiah would be called King.  Psalm 2:6  Matthew 27:37   
     Zechariah 9:9  Mark 11:7-11 
      24. Messiah would be praised by little children. Psalm 8:2  Matthew 21:16 
      25. Messiah would be betrayed.   Psalm 41:9  Luke 22:47-48 

Zechariah 11:12-13 Matthew 26:14-16 
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      26. Messiah's price money would be  Zechariah 11:12-13  Matthew 27:9-10 
used to buy a potter's field.         

       27. Messiah would be falsely accused.  Psalm 35:11  Mark 14:57-58 
      28. Messiah would be silent   Isaiah 53:7  Mark 15:4-5 

before his accusers. 
      29. Messiah would be spat upon and struck. Isaiah 50:6  Matthew 26:67 
      30. Messiah would be hated without cause. Psalm 35:19   John 15:24-25 

Psalm 69:4  
       31. Messiah would be crucified with criminals. Isaiah 53:12  Matthew 27:38 

Mark 15:27-28 
       32. Messiah would be given vinegar to drink. Psalm 69:21  Matthew 27:34 

John 19:28-30 
       33. Messiah's hands and feet would   Psalm 22:16   John 20:25-27 

be pierced.      Zechariah 12:10  
       34. Messiah would be mocked and ridiculed. Psalm 22:7-8  Luke 23:35 
       35. Soldiers would gamble for   Psalm 22:18  Luke 23:34 

Messiah's garments.        Matthew 27:35-36 
       36. Messiah's bones would not be broken. Exodus 12:46   John 19:33-36 

Psalm 34:20  
       37. Messiah would be forsaken by God.  Psalm 22:1  Matthew 27:46 
       38. Messiah would pray for his enemies. Psalm 109:4  Luke 23:34 
       39. Soldiers would pierce Messiah's side. Zechariah 12:10 John 19:34 
       40. Messiah would be buried with the rich. Isaiah 53:9  Matthew 27:57-60 
       41. Messiah would resurrect from the dead. Psalm 16:10   Matthew 28:2-7 

Psalm 49:15  Acts 2:22-32 
       42. Messiah would ascend to heaven.  Psalm 24:7-10  Mark 16:19 

Luke 24:51 
       43. Messiah would be seated at   Psalm 68:18   Mark 16:19 

God's right hand.     Psalm 110:1  Matthew 22:44 
       44. Messiah would be a sacrifice for sin.  Isaiah 53:5-12  Romans 5:6-8 
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Old Testament Prophecies and their fulfillment 
 

A Simple Litmus Test 
There are many ways to verify the reliability of scripture from both internal 
evidences of transmission and agreement, to external confirmation through 

archeology and science. But perhaps the most persuasive argument can be 
found in the area of prophecy. If a book accurately and repeatedly predicts 
the future, it can safely be said that something special is going on, perhaps 

even something supernatural. And there are so many prophecies in the 
scriptures that it should be easy to take a look and decide if the Bible is 
supernatural. 

 
There Are So Many Fulfilled Prophecies!  
In fact, there are so many fulfilled prophecies in the Bible that it is hard to 

know where to begin! A simple search on the internet will provide you with 
literally hundreds of sites listing a multitude of fulfilled prophecies in both the 
Old and New Testaments. It's difficult to know where to begin here in our 

limited discussion of the issue, so we'll focus narrowly on some of the biggest 
and best known of prophecies! 
 

The Prophecies of Babylon, Nineveh, Tyre and Edom 
Let's take a look at a few Bible prophecies that were fulfilled about 2500 
years ago when the ancient kingdoms and cities of Babylon, Nineveh, Tyre 

and Edom were destroyed. The Bible makes the assertion that these entities 
were destroyed because they had sought to destroy the Holy Land of Israel 
and the people of Israel (the Jews). 

 
 
 

Babylon Will Rule Over Judah for 70 Years 
You can read the first such prophecy in Jeremiah 25:11-12. This prophecy 
was written sometime from 626 to about 586 BC and was not fulfilled until 

about 609 BC to 539 BC (approximately 50 years later, depending on your 
calculation) 
 

Jeremiah 25:11-12 
"...This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will 
serve the king of Babylon seventy years. But when the seventy years are 

fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/
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Babylonians, for their guilt," declares the Lord, "and will make it desolate 
forever."  

 
In this passage of scripture, Jeremiah said that the Jews would suffer 70 years 
of Babylonian domination, and that after this was over, Babylon would be 

punished. Both parts of this prophecy were fulfilled! In 609 BC, Babylon 
captured the last Assyrian king and took over the holdings of the Assyrian 
empire, which included the land of Israel. Babylon then began to flex its 

muscles by taking many Jews as captives to Babylon and by destroying 
Jerusalem and the Temple. This domination of the Jews ended in 539 BC, 
when Cyrus, a leader of Persians and Medes, conquered Babylon, bringing an 

end to the empire. The prophecy also had another fulfillment: the Babylonians 
destroyed Jerusalem's Temple in 586 BC, but the Jews rebuilt it and 
consecrated it 70 years later, in 516 BC. Restoring the Temple showed, in a 

very important way, that the effects of Babylonian domination had indeed 
come to an end. 
 

 
 
 

Babylon's Gates Will Open for Cyrus 
If you read Isaiah 45:1 (written perhaps between 701 and 681 BC), you will 
find a prophecy that was ultimately fulfilled hundreds of years later in 539 

BC. 
 
Isaiah 45:1 

"This is what the Lord says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take 
hold of to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their armor, to open 
doors before him so that gates will not be shut..." 

 
In this passage, the prophet said God would open the gates of Babylon for 
Cyrus and his attacking army. Despite Babylon's remarkable defenses, which 

included moats, and walls that were more than 70-feet thick and 300-feet 
high (with 250 watchtowers) Cyrus was able to enter the city and conquer it. 
Cyrus and his troops accomplished it by diverting the flow of the Euphrates 

River into a large lake basin. Cyrus then was able to march his army across 
the riverbed and into the city! 
 

Babylon's Kingdom Will Be Permanently Overthrown 
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In Isaiah 13:19 (written between 701 and 681 BC) there exists yet another 
prophecy that was not fulfilled until 539 BC. 

 
Isaiah 13:19 
Babylon, the jewel of kingdoms, the glory of the Babylonians' pride, will be 

overthrown by God like Sodom and Gomorrah.  
 
Here, Isaiah tells us that Babylon would be overthrown, permanently. History 

confirms the fact that following Cyrus' destruction of Babylon in 539 BC, it 
never again rose to power as an empire. You've got to remember, however, 
that before the time of Cyrus, Babylon had been defeated by the Assyrian 

Empire as well, But Babylon was able to recover and later conquer the 
Assyrian Empire. In light of this reality, I'm sure many people doubted Isaiah 
when he proclaimed this prophecy. In spite of this, and just as Isaiah 

predicted, the Babylonian empire was defeated, and never recovered from 
Cyrus' conquest. 
 

Babylon Will Be Reduced to Swampland 
In Isaiah 14:23 (written between 701 and 681 BC), the prophet makes yet 
another prediction that does not come true until 539 BC. 

 
Isaiah 14:23 
"I will turn her into a place for owls and into swampland; I will sweep her with 

the broom of destruction," declares the Lord Almighty.  
 
The prophet makes the bold claim that Babylon, which had been a world 

power at two different times in history, would be brought to a humble and 
final end. But not only that, Isaiah claims that Babylon would be reduced to 
swampland! Well, after Cyrus conquered Babylon in 539 BC, the kingdom 

never again rose to power, that is certain. And history tells us that the 
buildings of Babylon fell into a gradual state of ruin during the next several 
centuries. Interestingly, when archaeologists excavated Babylon during the 

1800s, they discovered that some parts of the city could not be dug up 
because they were under a water table that had risen over the years! 
 

The Jews Will Survive Babylonian Rule and Return Home 
In Jeremiah 32:36-37, (written from about 626 and 586 BC), yet another 
prophet makes a bold prediction that was ultimately fulfilled in 536 BC. 
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Jeremiah 32:36-37 
"You are saying about this city, 'By the sword, famine and plague it will be 

handed over to the king of Babylon'; but this is what the Lord, the God of 
Israel, says: I will surely gather them from all the lands where I banish them in 
my furious anger and great wrath; I will bring them back to this place and let 

them live in safety.  
 
In this passage, Jeremiah said that the Jews would survive their captivity in 

Babylon and return home, and both parts of this prophecy were ultimately 
fulfilled. Many Jews had been taken as captives to Babylon beginning around 
605 BC. But, in 538 BC, they were released from captivity and many 

eventually returned to their homeland. 
 
The Ninevites Will Be Drunk in Their Final Hours 

In Nahum 1:10 (written around 614 BC) the prophet predicts the condition of 
the Ninevites at the time of their demise. 
 

Nahum 1:10 
They will be entangled among thorns and drunk from their wine; they will be 
consumed like dry stubble.  

 
In this passage, and once again in Nahum 3:11, the prophet said that during 
the final hours of the attack on Nineveh, the Ninevites would be drunk! Well, 

guess what, there is evidence that this prophecy was actually fulfilled! 
According to the ancient historian Diodorus Siculus: "The Assyrian king gave 
much wine to his soldiers. Deserters told this to the enemy, who attacked that 

night." Siculus compiled his historical works about 600 years after the fall of 
Nineveh, and in doing so, confirmed the Biblical account! 
 

Nineveh Will Be Destroyed By Fire 
Once again, in Nahum 3:15 (written around 614 BC) the prophet makes a 
prediction which ultimately did come true. 

 
Nahum 3:15 
There the fire will devour you; the sword will cut you down and, like 

grasshoppers, consume you… 
 
The prophet said that Nineveh would be damaged by fire. Archaeologists 

unearthed the site during the 1800s and found a layer of ash covering the 
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ruins. According to the Encyclopedia Britannica: "...Nineveh suffered a defeat 
from which it never recovered. Extensive traces of ash, representing the sack 

of the city by Babylonians, Scythians, and Medes in 612 BC, have been found 
in many parts of the Acropolis. After 612 BC the city ceased to be 
important..." 

 
Tyre Will Be Attacked By Many Nations 
In Ezekiel 26:3 (written between 587-586 BC) the prophet predicts the 

attacks on Tyre that occurred in 573 BC, 332 BC, and 1291 AD. 
 
Ezekiel 26:3 

therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against you, O Tyre, and I 
will bring many nations against you, like the sea casting up its waves.  
 

The prophet said that Tyre, the Phoenician Empire's most powerful city, would 
be attacked by many nations, because of its treatment of Israel. At about the 
time that Ezekiel delivered this prophecy, Babylon had begun a 13-year 

attack on Tyre's mainland. Later, in about 332 BC, Alexander the Great 
conquered the island of Tyre and brought an end to the Phoenician Empire. 
Then, after that, Tyre later fell again under the rule of the Romans, the 

Crusaders and the Moslems, who destroyed the city yet again, in 1291! 
 
Tyre's Stones, Timber and Soil Will Be Cast Into the Sea 

In a remarkable prediction, the prophet writes in Ezekiel 26:12 (written 
between 587-586 BC) that the stone, timber and soil of Tyre will be thrown 
into the sea! This was fulfilled in 333-332 BC. 

 
Ezekiel 26:12 
They will plunder your wealth and loot your merchandise; they will break 

down your walls and demolish your fine houses and throw your stones, timber 
and rubble into the sea.  
 

The prophet said that Tyre's stones, timber and soil would be thrown into the 
sea. That's probably a fitting description of how Alexander the Great built a 
land bridge from the mainland to the island of Tyre when he attacked in 333-

332 BC. It is believed that he took the rubble from Tyre's mainland ruins and 
tossed it - stones, timber and soil - into the sea, to build the land bridge (which 
is still there). 
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The Jews Will Avenge the Edomites 
In Ezekiel 25:14 (written between 593-571 BC), the prophet predicts that the 

Jews will eventually have revenge against the Edomites. This was not fulfilled, 
however for over 400 years (until approximately 100 BC) 
 

Ezekiel 25:14 
'I will take vengeance on Edom by the hand of my people Israel, and they will 
deal with Edom in accordance with my anger and my wrath; they will know 

my vengeance', declares the Sovereign Lord.  
 
Ezekiel said that the Jews would one day take vengeance on Edom, a nation 

that had often warred with the Jews. When Ezekiel delivered this prophecy, 
he and many other Jews were living as captives in Babylon. They didn't have 
control of their own country, let alone anyone else's. But, about 400 years 

later, Jews regained independence for Jerusalem and the surrounding area 
during the "Hasmonaean Period." During this time, the Jewish priest-king John 
Hyrcanus I defeated the Edomites. According to the Columbia Encyclopedia, 

Fifth Edition: "Edomite history was marked by continuous hostility and warfare 
with Jews… At the end of the second century B.C., they were subdued by 
Hasmonaean priest-king John Hyrcanus I..." 

 
Edom Will Be Toppled and Humbled 
In Jeremiah 49:16 (written sometime from 626 to about 586 BC) the prophet 

predicts that Edom will be toppled. This was fulfilled in approximately 100 
BC: 
 

Jeremiah 49:16 
The terror you inspire and the pride of your heart have deceived you, you 
who live in the clefts of the rocks, who occupy the heights of the hill. Though 

you build your nest as high as the eagle's, from there I will bring you down," 
declares the Lord.  
 

Jeremiah said that Edom, a long-time enemy of Israel, would be destroyed. 
Edom's capital city, Petra, was carved out of a mountain side and had great 
natural defenses. Nonetheless, it was destroyed and the kingdom of Edom no 

longer exists. Today, Petra is part of Jordan. The city was conquered by the 
Romans in the year 106 AD but flourished again shortly after that. But a rival 
city, Palmyra, eventually took most of the trade away and Petra began to 
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decline. Moslems conquered Petra in the 7th Century and Crusaders 
conquered it in the 12th Century. Petra gradually fell into ruin. 

 
***The Greatest Old Testament Prophecy of All 
There are literally hundreds of other fulfilled prophecies that we could 

describe here, but clearly one stand head and shoulders above the rest, and 
we really need to take a minute to describe it. While the Jews were certainly 
comforted by prophecies that predicted that their enemies would eventually 

be destroyed, there was a far more comforting prophecy that had been 
described in the Old Testament. It was a prophecy that predicted the coming 
of a Messiah, a savior who would deliver the Jews. While there we dozens of 

messianic prophecies in the Old Testament scriptures, one of these was 
incredibly specific in its claims. As we examine this prophecy, we can confirm 
the supernatural and divine inspiration of the Bible. 

 
The Coming of the Messiah 
In 538 B.C. Daniel wrote the following bold prediction: 

 
Daniel 9:25 
"So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore 

and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks of 
years and sixty-two weeks of years"  
 

In this prophecy, Daniel is claiming that there will be 69 weeks of years 
between the issuing of a decree to rebuild Jerusalem and the appearance of 
the Messiah. Now keep in mind that this bold prediction came 538 years 

before Christ was born. 
 
Now let's investigate a little history, OK? In 464 BC, Artaxerxes, a Persian 

king, ascended to the throne. His twentieth year as king would be 464 BC. 
Nehemiah, the Jewish cupbearer to King Artaxerxes, was deeply concerned 
with the reports about the ruined condition of Jerusalem which came about as 

the result of their being defeated (Nehemiah 1:1-4) and as a result, he 
petitioned the king: 
 

Nehemiah 2:5,6 
"Send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' tombs, that I may rebuild it. So it 
pleased the king to send me".  
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Scripture then provides us with the exact date of this decree to restore and to 
rebuild Jerusalem. According to the scriptures the decree is issued "in the 

month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king" (Nehemiah 2:1). 
The Jewish calendar month was Nisan, and since no day is given, it is 
reasonable to assume that the date would be understood as the first, the 

Jewish New Year's Day. And, in the Julian calendar we presently use, the 
corresponding date would be March 5, 444 B.C. This was the day on which 
the decree was issued to restore and rebuild Jerusalem. 

 
Now let's remember this date, March 5, 444BC and take a look at the 
appearance of the Messiah. You may recall that the Gospels tell us that Jesus, 

on numerous occasions, had forbidden his followers to make him known as "the 
Messiah". He would frequently do miracles and tell the disciples not to tell 
anyone who had done the miracles because his "hour has not yet come" (John 

2:4, 7:6). However, on March 30, 33 A.D., when he entered Jerusalem on a 
donkey, he rebuked the Pharisees' protest and encouraged the whole 
multitude of his disciples as they shouted, "Blessed is the King who comes in the 

name of the Lord". And Jesus said, "If these become silent, the stones will cry 
out" (Luke 19:38-40). This was the day on which Jesus was publicly declared 
the Messiah. 

 
Now let's compare the date of the decree (March 5, 444 BC) with the date of 
Jesus' declaration (March 30, 33 AD). Now before we begin, we need to 

clarify the fact that the Jewish prophetic year was composed of twelve 30 
day months. In other words, the ancient evidence indicates that the Jewish 
prophetic year had 360 days, not 365 days. Since Daniel states 69 weeks of 

seven years each, and each year has 360 days, the equation is as follows: 69 
x 7 x 360 = 173,880 days. In nothing more than a simple mathematical 
demonstration, the number of days in the period from March 5, 444 B.C. (the 

twentieth year of Artaxerxes) to March 30, 33 A.D. (the day Jesus entered 
Jerusalem on the donkey) can be determined at this point. 
 

The time span from 444 B.C. to 33 A.D. is 476 years (remember that 1 B.C. to 
1 A.D. is only one year). And if we multiply 476 years x 365.2421879 days 
per year (corrected for leap years), we get the result of 173,855 days. Now 

let's add back the difference between March 5 and March 30 (25 days). 
What is our total? You guessed it, 173,880 days, exactly as Daniel predicted 
it. 
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So What Does Fulfilled Prophecy Prove?  
The ancient Jews were careful to use Prophecy as a measuring stick. If 

someone claimed to be a prophet, yet his predictions did not come true, he 
was abandoned and his writings did not make it into the canon of scripture. 
Moses was careful to set this high bar for prophets: 

 
 
 

Deuteronomy 18:22 
When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor 
come to pass, that [is] the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, [but] the 

prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.  
 
Moses knew that fulfilled prophecy was an evidence! It was an evidence that 

God was truly at work in the heart of the prophet, giving him insight to 
something that only God knew about. The exact fulfillment of all the 
prophecies that we've talked about from the Old Testament is more than 

enough to demonstrate the accuracy and divine inspiration of the Bible and 
the truth of Christianity. Remember, only God can "declare the end from the 
beginning" and forecast to the very day "things that are not yet done" (Isaiah 

46:10). 
 
Isaiah 46:10 

I declare the end from the beginning, and from long ago what is not yet done, 
saying: My plan will take place, and I will do all My will. 
 

 
Source: 
 
http://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/the-old-testament-is-filled-with-

fulfilled-prophecy-11652232.html 
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