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The Power of Passion 

 

My text: O God, you are my God; early will I 

make my search for you: my soul is dry for need 

of you, my flesh is wasted with desire for you, as 

a dry and burning land where no water is... 

Psalm 63:1 BBE  

 

Intro: Countdown 

I think one of the most amazing things I’ve seen is 

when the Space Shuttle launches. The countdown 

is incredible and I love it because it creates the 

anticipation-something great is about to happen, 

something incredible…an historic moment. 

T-minus 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, ignition and 

launch… 

You know the moment we were born the 

countdown began.  
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-The countdown of when your life will be launched 

into eternity. 

-The countdown when your life will meet your 

maker! 

-The countdown when the Dash between when 

you were born and when you die is complete. 

You and I have no control whatsoever about when 

and where you were born and when and where 

you will die. 

But we sure can do something with that DASH. 

  

The question is what will we do? 

What will you dare to achieve? 

How will you live? 

 

To me there is only one way to live  
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Psalm 90:12 Living Bible (TLB) 

12 Teach us to number our days and recognize 

how few they are; help us to spend them as we 

should. 

 

One way to live and that is to live with 

PASSION!  

Ability determines what you can do. 

Aptitude determines what you can learn to do. 

Aspiration determines what you hope to do. 

Attitude determines what you believe you can 

do. 

But passion determines what you want to do 

and how well you do it! 

 

The Apostle Paul- who wrote much of the NT- 

said whatever you do, do it with all your heart-

PASSION! 
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Passion is  is a feeling of intense enthusiasm 

towards or compelling desire for someone or 

something.  

Passion is an obsession! 

Passion comes from the greek word to suffer. 

 

Passion is anything we are willing to suffer for! 

We know what really is our passion by how 

much we are willing to suffer for it! 

What Jesus Christ did for us is often called The 

passion of the Christ! 

He loves us so much his Passion was to suffer 

and die so we could live forever in heaven with 

Him! 

He proved His love bt what He was willing to 

suffer! 

 

Passion is determined By what we are willing to 

go through! 
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I'm willing to do whatever it takes, go through 

whatever I have to in order for this to happen! 

for a person, for a business, a goal, a ministry, a 

vision or a dream. 

 

 

How many parents suffer and are willing to 
suffer for their children? 

How many people would rather suffer for their 
children than see their children suffer! 

 

I remember my step dad when he spanked me 
he said this is going to hurt me more than it 
hurts you! 

I believed that until I became a dad and 
discovered-He lied- this is going to hurt my 
kids a whole lot more than its going to hurt me!  

This feels good! 
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All joking aside we would rather suffere than 
see our kids suffer! 

We are passionate for our kids! 

 

The more passionate you are about yourself, 
your work, your life, or whatever it is you are 
doing...the more positive energy you give off. 
True happiness comes when you do what you 
are most passionate about. 

Passion shapes our existence, fuels the fires of 
inspiration and opens us up to opportunities 
and changes around us. Passion is enthusiasm 
and excitement for life. 

 

 

Nothing great in the world has ever been 

accomplished without passion. Georg Wilhelm 

Friedrich Hegel 

 

The impetus behind all great art, all great 

music, all great literature, the driving force 
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behind all great drama and all great 

architecture is passion.  Passion makes things 

great.  Passion is what mobilizes armies to 

sacrifice themselves in battle.  Passion is what 

enables and drives scientists to find new cures 

to dreaded disease.  Passion is what equips 

athletes to break records and get to the 

Olympics.  Passion is what sustains you in 

reaching your goals as you go through life.  

Nothing great is done without passion.  

Passion turns the impossible into the possible.  

It energizes life.  It’s what makes your life alive.  

Without passion in your life, your life is dull, 

drab, boring.   

 

As a church we have a mission- its more than a 

statement this defines who we are and what we 

do- what we are all about... 

 

Leading people to become passionate 

followers of Christ! 
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Leading- the emphasis is raising up leaders 

who will influence people for Christ!  

Yu have tremendous leadership potential- How 

do I know? God would not have sent you to this 

church if that were not so! 

You wouldn't be watching this if it were not so! 

 

Passion why passion? 

Because I've seen so many people start strong 

but not finish strong or even finish at all! 

TO me there is only one way to live for Christ- 

with passion. 

Passion is what gets you going- it’s the great 

starter! 

Passion is what keeps you going? It's the great 

finisher! 

 

Nothing gets started without passion 

Nothing finishes strong without passion! 
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Never let anyone or anything STEAL your 

passion! 

 

Passion for God 

Passion for His presence 

Passion to please God 

Passion for what God is passionate about 

Passion for God's mission 

Passion for His house 

 

psalm 69:9 NLT  Passion for your house has 

consumed me, and the insults of those who 

insult you have fallen on me. 

 

Psalm 84:2 BBE 2 The passion of my soul's 

desire is for the house of the Lord; my heart 

and my flesh are crying out for the living God. 
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How to keep your passion for God burning 

strong: 

 

1. Reach up to God- continually 

 

Jesus said, “The first in importance is, ‘Listen, 

Israel: The Lord your God is one; so love the 

Lord God with all your passion and prayer and 

intelligence and energy.’ And here is the 

second: ‘Love others as well as you love 

yourself.’ There is no other commandment that 

ranks with these.” Mark 12:30-31 MSG 

 

2. Reach out to others- continually 

 

Mt 28: 16 Then the eleven disciples went to 

Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told 
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them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped 

him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to 

them and said, “All authorityin heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. 19 Therefore goand make 

disciplesof all nations, baptizingthem in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

20 and teaching them to obeyeverything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always,to the very end of the age.” 

  

This is your mission. 

This is my mission. 

This is the mission of every local church 

individually and collectively- to reach out to the 

unchurched and get them in the family of God. 

  

God says do whatever you have to do bring them 

in! 



14 

 

  

Luke 14:15-23 

"Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the 

roads and country lanes and compel them to come 

in, so that my house will be full.Luke 14:23 

  

Reach out- The is called the great commission- 

your great commission. 

 

Why should we care? 

Because we love God and God loves people 

and we should love what God loves. 

People who don't know God are lost and lost 

people matter to God so they should matter to 

us! 
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Theres a missing young college student that's 

been on the news this past week- she's been 

missing and lost since July 18. 

We watch it and say a prayer and feel for that 

family. 

 

But how many know it would be a totally 

different thing if that were your child! 

If my child was lost like that I'd be on every 

possible media outlet, social media, recruiting 

everyone I can find to help my find my lost 

child! 

Praying and crying out to God like I never have 

been before... 

Getting every pastor I know to get their church 

to fast and pray! 

I wouldn't eat! 

I wouldn't be able to sleep  
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I would be a total wreck until my lost child has 

been found! 

 

And you would to- 

 

God our Father in heaven has a LOT of lost 

children- like that girl- they are totally lost... 

 

It's our mandate from God to go find them- to 

not be so consumed with our lives that we miss 

our calling and mission. 

 

The simplest and easiest way to fulfill that 

mission is just invie people to church- 80% of 

people surveyed said they'd come if someone 

would invite them and sit with them... 

 

The ones who keep denying are the ones when 

they come get radically changed- my mom 
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tried for years. They had the church praying for 

me for years. They sent people to invite me- 

they got me to work for a Christian who 

harassed me every day all day long! Finally, I 

relented, I caved and the rest is history! 

 

Our Basketball outreach is designed to get 

people in church. They can’t play for us if they 

do not attend twice a month.  

 

Do whatever you got to do- just get them here! 

 

3. Reach in to serve in the church- continually 

 

The closer you get to God the more this passion 

will burn within your heart! 

You were created for these 3 purposes: 

Reaching up to God 
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Reaching out to others 

Reaching into to serve with your gifts and talents 

  

The closer you get to God the more passionate 

you will be about these 3 things! 

***This is the evidence of a fully devoted follower 

of Christ!*** 

  

I want my epitaph to say- as the Bible says about 

David…Jerry served God’s Purpose in his own 

generation then He fell asleep. 

  

Hobbs says this, “Passion is waking up in the 
morning, wherever you are, however old or young 
and bounding out of bed because you know 
there’s something out there that you love to do, 
that you believe in, that you’re good at, something 
that’s bigger than you are and you can hardly wait 
to get at it again.  It’s something you’d rather be 
doing more than anything else in the whole 
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world. You wouldn’t give it up for money; it means 
more to you than money.  And hopefully it’s 
something that makes the world a better place for 
other people and not just yourself.”   
  
The Wright Brothers were quoted as saying, “We 
just couldn’t wait to get up in the morning!”  
 
You do these things consistently and you will 
never lose your passion for God! 
 
Living passionately for God is really the only way 
to live! 
 
 

Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you 

will never cease to grow. Anthony J. D'Angelo 

 

Passion is energy. Feel the power that comes 

from focusing on what excites you. Oprah 

Winfrey 

 

Success comes to those who dedicate 

everything to their passion in life. 
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Whatever you do, do with determination. You 

have one life to live; do your work with passion 

and give your best. Whether you want to be a 

chef, doctor, actor, or a mother, be passionate 

to get the best result. Alia Bhatt 

 

There is no passion to be found playing small - 

in settling for a life that is less than the one you 

are capable of living. Nelson Mandela 

 

“If you don’t love what you do, you won’t do it 
with much conviction or passion.” —Mia Hamm 

 

“Follow your own passion—not your parents’, 
not your teachers’—yours.” —Robert Ballard 

“Nothing is as important as passion. No matter 
what you want to do with your life, be 
passionate.” —Jon Bon Jovi 
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“A great leader’s courage to fulfill his vision 
comes from passion, not position.” —John C. 
Maxwell 

“Passion is the genesis of genius.” —Tony 
Robbins 

“If you can’t figure out your purpose, figure out 
your passion. For your passion will lead you 
right into your purpose.” —Bishop T.D. Jakes 

 

“Chase your passion, not your pension.” —
Denis Waitley 

 

“Without passion man is a mere latent force 
and possibility, like the flint which awaits the 
shock of the iron before it can give forth its 
spark.” —Henri Frederic Amiel 
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“Only passions, great passions, can elevate the 
soul to great things.” —Denis Diderot 

 

“One person with passion is better than forty 
people merely interested.” —E. M. Forster 

Do it with passion or don't do it at all! 

 

Life is nothing without passion! 

 

The No. 1 principle in this article is, "do what 
you love." Steve Jobs believed in the power of 
passion, and once said, "people with passion 
can change the world for the better." Jobs 
claimed that the passion he had for his work 
made all the difference. 
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“Passion is when you put more energy into 
something than is required to do it. It is more 
than just enthusiasm or excitement, passion is 
ambition that is materialized into action to put 
as much heart, mind, body and soul into 
something as is possible.” 

 

Most importantly we should live our lives 

passionate for God!  

 

Our mission-  

 

Passion for God 

Passion for His presence 

Passion to please God 

Passion for what God is passionate about 

Passion for God's mission 
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Psalm 63:1 BBE 1 O God, you are my God; 

early will I make my search for you: my soul is 

dry for need of you, my flesh is wasted with 

desire for you, as a dry and burning land where 

no water is; 

 

NIV You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek 

you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs for 

you, in a dry and parched land where there is 

no water... 

 

psalm 69:9 NLT  Passion for your house has 

consumed me, and the insults of those who 

insult you have fallen on me. 

 

Psalm 84:2 BBE 2 The passion of my soul's 

desire is for the house of the Lord; my heart 

and my flesh are crying out for the living God. 
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