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Revelation 

 

Introduction: 

This is a Bible study for those who are serious disciples of Jesus Christ. This is not 

meant for entertainment. I am not going to mix this study with humor and 

illustrations for a reason. When Jesus spoke to the crowds He used stories and 

illustrations and humor- that is what the crowds want. But the disciples, true 

disciples do not need the ―fluff‖ they want they want the word. They want the 

explanation, meaning and application of the Word.  

Mt 13:34-37 NLT 

So this study is for you to help you in your walk with Jesus, your purpose and 

destiny as well as to help you understand the plan of God for the ages and what is 

yet to come- it’s an exciting study. The Book of Revelation. 

The Book of Revelation is the most important book in the Bible. It deals with the 

past, present and future. It truly is the most fascinating book ever written. 

Revelation was written to dispel fear. People fear the unknown so God make the 

future known for you and me. Revelation is not to be feared but it is to encourage 

and strengthen the believer. 

 

Revelation = unveil or uncover (Meaning it is meant to be understood) 

Greek- apokalupsis –apocalypse- manifestation, revealed 

 

Uniqueness of Revelation is that it deals with:  

The past- ―the things which you have seen‖ Chp 1 

 The present- ―the things which are‖ Chps 2-3 

The future- the things which shall take place after these things‖ chps 4-22 
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Who wrote the book and why: 

The Apostle John wrote the Book while exiled on the Island of Patmos. John was 

the closest to Jesus. (John 13:23 The disciple whom Jesus loved) An interesting 

truth is that the closer we get to Jesus the more God reveals to us of Himself, His 

plan and purpose- The lesson- Get Close to Jesus! Don’t wait, do it now. 

In the life of Jesus there were several relational levels. 

The Religious folks- Enemies of Jesus 

The crowds- wanted to be entertained by Jesus. Wanted Jesus to do for them 

70- Disciples, true followers  

12-Apostles, leaders for Jesus 

Peter, James and John- Loved God and were greatly used of God, the inner circle 

John- Greatest Intimacy with God 

 Let’s be Johns, those who have an intimate passionate relationship with God. 

Passionate followers of Jesus Christ! 

 

Themes: 

The Christ   Chapters 1-3 

The Church   Chapters 4-19 

The Consummation Chapters 21-22 

Ages: 

Church age    Chapters 1-3 

Tribulation Period  Chapters 4-19 

Kingdom Age  Chapter 20 

Eternal State   Chapters 21-22  
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Four Different views of Revelation 

1. Historicist view- The book of Revelation is prophecy about church history 

from the time of John to the end. Historicists view the events in revelation as 

symbolic descriptions of events in church history. 

 

2. Preterist view- The book of Revelation is prophecy that was fulfilled 

primarily in the first century AD. Full preterist contend that the return of 

Jesus as described in Revelation 19 was spiritual and occurred in AD 70. 

 

3. Idealist view- Revelation is a non-historical and non-prophetic drama about 

spiritual realities. 

 

4. Futurist view- Revelation is primarily prophecy of the future end of the 

world. This view contends that nearly all of Revelation is yet to occur. 

 

 

The message of Revelation 

1. The message of the book is relevant for Christians today, as it was for the 

early church. 

2. The main purpose of the book is to provide hope and encouragement for 

believers of all times, especially in times of persecution and suffering. 

3. The message of the book is clear on at least 3 points. 

a. Christ is coming back and will judge all humanity. 

b. The powers of evil are doomed before Christ. 

c. God promises a wonderful future for all who will believe in Jesus 

Christ! 

 

The Breakdown of 7’s (Fifty four sevens) 

1. Seven Messages to Seven Churches Rev 1:1-3:22 

2. Seven Seals Rev 4:1-8:5 

3. Seven Trumpets Rev 8:2-11:19 
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4. Seven Symbolic Histories (Symbolic Figures) Rev 12:1-14:20 

5. Seven Bowls Rev 15:1-16:21 

6. Seven Messages of judgment Rev 17:1-19:10 

7. Seven Visions  (Triumphs) Rev 19:11-22:5 

 

The Seven Beatitudes (Blessings) Scattered Through Revelation (pg 22)  

1. ―Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and 

heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.‖ 1:3 

2. ―Write, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!‖ 14:3 

3. ―Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and 

keeps his garments.‖ 16:5 

4. ―Write, Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb.‖ 19:9 

5. ―Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection.‖ 20:6 

6. ―And behold, I am coming quickly: blessed is he who heeds the words of the 

prophecy of this book.‖ 22:7 

7. ―Blessed are those who wash their robes.‖ 22:14 

 

The Significance of numbers: pg 5-6 

 

THREE 

 

FOUR 

 

SIX 

 

SEVEN 
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TWELVE 

 

The Central Theme= Jesus Christ 1:1 pg 7-8 

He appears in chapter: 

1   As the Glorified Risen Savior 

2-3   Lord of the Church 

4-5   Lamb of God 

6-11   Judge of all mankind 

12-13  Miracle-born male child 

14-19  The coming King 

20-22  Lord of Heaven and earth 

 

The purpose of the book is to reveal the future. David Jeremiah observes: ―The 

word revelation means disclosure of that which was previously hidden or 

unknown. The book of Revelation tells us that Jesus is coming again, how he is 

coming, and what the condition of the world will be when He comes.‖ 

Also David Hocking observes that the concept of our Lord’s soon return is 

emphasized seven times in the Revelation by the words ―shortly‖ or quickly.‖ 

 

―Things which must shortly take place 1:1 

―Repent therefore; or else I am coming to you quickly‖ 2:16 

―I am coming quickly‖ 3:11 

―The third woe is coming quickly‖ 11:14 
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―And behold, I am coming quickly‖ 22:7 

―Behold, I am coming quickly‖ 22:12 

―Yes I am coming quickly‖ 22:10 

 

 

About the message of Revelation” 

Critics say, ―Its doom and gloom-all negative.‖  

We say, ―Its doom and boom.‖ - Yes it is bad news for the unbeliever- you lose but 

for the believer its boom- we win- good news! 

Key Truth: Make sure you are a believer! 

 

The Big Picture (pg 12-13) 

 

1. The church will continue to grow 

2. Satanic opposition will intensify 

3. Israel will return to the Promised Land 

4. The Church will be raptured to heaven. 

5. Judgments of the tribulation period will follow. 

6. Marriage of Christ and the Church. 

7. Triumphal return of Christ. 

8. Millennial Kingdom. 

9. Final Triumph. 

10. Eternal state. 
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Revelation 1 

Read Rev 1:1-10 

1:3 Three things we are to do to be blessed 

Read 

Hear 

Obey 

 

Comment on the Seven Spirits of God- the Bible Interprets itself. 

The Sevenfold Nature of God as prophesied in Isaiah 11:2 

The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of 

the fear of the LORD— 

1. The Spirit of the Lord   The Nature of Jesus 

2. The Spirit of Wisdom   The ability to make the right decisions 

3. The Spirit of Understanding  The ability to understand everything  

4. The Spirit of Counsel   The ability to giver sound advice 

5. The Spirit of might   The power to do the impossible 

6. The Spirit of knowledge The ability to know beyond human 

comprehension 

7. The Spirit of the fear of the Lord The ability to give supreme honor, reverence 

and respect to God and his Will.  

 

1. The identification of the writer is John 

a. 1:1b 

b. 1:4 
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c. 1:9 

d. Typical apostolic 4b ―Grace and Peace.‖ 

 

Important note- no dates are set we are told the ―time is near.‖ The 

apostolic implication is the expectation of any day these things will take 

place and Christ will return. (Deep sense of urgency as opposed to 

complacency) 1:3 

 

2. The Theme of the chapter which sets the stage for the Book 

Jesus and He is Coming soon (1:5)  

Who He is: (First of the Triplets used by John) 

a. Faithful witness- Jesus was faithful in all the things God gave him to 

do. He was the Word Made Flesh. A faithful pure and true example of 

the Living God. 

b. First-born of the dead- Jesus was the first to die and be raised from the 

dead. He never died again. Others have been raised from the dead, but 

they eventually died again. 

c. Ruler of kings- This is His position in the world. World rulers do not 

yet realize that Jesus is in charge, but He is. The day will come when 

He will physically reign over every power on earth. 

Second triplet emphasizes what He has done for us (1:5b-6): 

a. Loved us 

b. Freed us 

c. Made us to be Kings and Priests  

 

Third Triplet Behold He is coming 1:7-7 

a. And every eyes will see Him 

b. Even those who pierced Him 

c. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him 
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This description is one of triumph where the savior will ultimately come 

to take over the earth. He will not return as the lowly servant, humble 

shepherd, or rejected prophet. This time He will return as King of kings 

and the whole world will know it. 

 

Paul writes to the Philippians that at the Name of Jesus everyone will 

confess that Jesus is Lord in heaven and on earth and even under the 

earth and every knee will bow at His Name. We can choose to do it now, 

willingly and lovingly or be forced to then with horrible eternal 

consequences. 

 

I pray you have chosen wisely! 

 

Fourth Triplet 1:8 I am the One who: 

 

a. Is (present tense) 

b. Was (past tense) 

c. Is to come (future tense) 

 

Jesus is the Glorious eternal Son of Living, Almighty God. 

 

The King’s Description- Who He is 

The King Returning- Behold He is Coming 

The Kings Victory- He will rule over all 

 Rev 1:17-18 

 

The message to us: 

1:9 The Command for John was to write those things which: 

1. You have seen (past) Chp 1 

2. Things which are (present) Chp 2-3 

3. Things which shall take place(future) Chp 4-22 
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 Take heart, this is a word of encouragement that because Jesus has overcome 

the world He has the power to enable you and me to overcome any problem, any 

challenge, any enemy, any evil because He has overcome! 

  



| 13 

 

A Study of Revelation                          Pastor Jerry Chadwick 
 

Revelation 2 

Rev 1:10 I was in the Spirit on The Lords Day (Sunday), and I heard behind me a 

voice- NKJV 

Sunday is the Lord’s Day- That is the Day we are to reserve for Him- It’s Church 

time- nothing else should come before our day for Him in Church-nothing! 

It is reserved for Him and Him only and is meant to be reserved for Him and Him 

only as was the practice of the Apostles, disciples and early church. 

Rev 1:17-20- Sets up Chapter 2-3 The messages to the Church 

To refresh your memory: 

1. John was exiled on Patmos 

2. Christ appeared to Him there 

3. The Revelation was given to John  

4. Then it was sent to the seven churches for each to read 

 

(Rev 2:1 NIV)  "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words 

of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven 

golden lampstands: 

Seven Stars= Messengers, Pastors and leaders of the church 

the secret of the seven stars that thou hast seen upon my right hand, and the seven 

golden lamp-stands: the seven stars are messengers of the seven assemblies, and 

the seven lamp-stands that thou hast seen are seven assemblies. NLT 

Angels-Strongs Concordance 32. aggelos, ang'-el-os; from  aggello [prob. der. 

from G71; comp. G34] (to bring tidings); a messenger; esp. an "angel"; by impl. a 

pastor:--angel, messenger. 

 

 

Lev 26:6-13 NLT 
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Think about what would be the point of communicating this message to Angelic 

Beings- It would be redundant and unnecessary. It’s human being who need to 

understand the message to the church. 

Seven golden lampstands= The Churches 

It’s interesting to note that Jesus is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty- but there are times when He walks among the churches- Perhaps He is 

constantly walking through the churches through the Holy Spirit ministering and 

touching those whose hearts are ready and open! 

 

(Rev 1:20 NIV)  The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and 

of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven 

churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

 

The church age started fifty days after Jesus was raised from the dead on the 

Jewish holy day called Pentecost (The feast of Weeks). It will end when the church 

is raptured (caught up to heaven at Christ’s return). 

It is important to note that Christ’s primary purpose in the last days is the 

building of His Church. 

Mt 16:18 I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

The most important priority of Jesus is the building of His Church. Obviously is 

Jesus’ main priority is building His church, we claim to love God and be Christ 

followers our main priority should be the same.  

A true follower of Jesus Christ main priority is the building of God’s local church. 

The question is, is it your main priority? 

 

You might be thinking my family is my main priority but the bible is very clear 

God wants to be first priority 
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Matthew 10:37-38 "Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not 

worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 

me; and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.” 

Jesus is building His Church and He does it through His followers His disciples, 

His true disciples. Many claim with their lips they love and follow Jesus but their 

hearts are far from Him. 

Don’t let that be said of you. Put Christ first.  How do you know when you put 

Christ first, simple, when you put His church first. The church is His body; it’s the 

physical manifestation and representation of Christ on the earth. 

Jesus set the example for us  

(Eph 5:25 NIV)  …Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her. 

Jesus challenges us to do the same when He said to take up our cross and follow 

Him. 

 

We are to die to our priorities. We are to die to our will (only thing stronger than 

God on the earth today) 

We are to die to our sin. 

We are to die to our plans and purpose and yield ourselves to Him. 

We are to die to our fleshly appetites that would distract us from the plans and 

purposes of God. 

We are to die to our insecurities.  

We are to die to ourselves and carry the cross and follow Him- if we can’t we 

cannot be His disciple. 

Not a popular message in today’s worldly church! 
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The Kings Message to the Church:  (Rev 2-3) 

The Seven Churches 

1. The Church in Ephesus 

2. The Church in Smyrna 

3. The Church in Pergamos 

4. The Church in Thyatira 

5. The Church in Sardis 

6. The Church in Philadelphia 

7. The Church in Laodicea 

 

 

 

Some believe these letters are Predictive of the ages of the Church: 

Dispensational View 

 

1. The Church in Ephesus (A.D. 30-300)- name means ―desireable.‖ The 

Apostolic Church. 

 

 

 

2. The Church in Smyrna (100-300)- names means ―myrrh‖ The Martyr 

Church.  (Persecuted Church) 

 

 

3. The Church in Pergamos (314-590)- name means ―marriage.‖ The 

Compromising Church. 

 

Island of Patmos 
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4. The Church in Thyatira (590-1517)- names means ―continual sacrifice.‖ 

The Roman Catholic Church. 

 

 

5. The Church in Sardis (1517-1700)- name means ―remnant.‖ The 

Reformation Church. 

 

 

6. The Church in Philadelphia (1700-1900)- name means ―brotherly love.‖ 

The Revival Church. 

 

7. The Church in Laodicea (1900-rapture)- name means ―people’s rights.‖ 

The Worldly Church 

  
The messages to the churches follow a basic pattern: 

1. Commission: ―To the angel of the church in…‖ 

2. Character: ―The One who…says this‖ 

3. Commendation: ―I know your deeds‖ 

4. Correction: ―Repent, turn, change…‖ 

5. Call: ―He who has an ear, let him hear…‖ 

6. Challenge: ―To Him who overcomes…‖ 

7. Compensation: ―I will give‖ 

The only exceptions are in Smyrna/ Philadelphia- no condemning, Sardis 

and Laodicea no commendation 
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The relevant message of the seven churches to us: 

 

God wants us to learn from these churches. 

God doesn’t want us to repeat their mistakes. 

God wants to encourage us to work hard, remain faithful, and oppose evil. 

 

1. The Church in Ephesus (Rev 2:1-7) 

Major Metropolis- 250,000 people 

Major religion was Emperor worship 

Temple of Diana one of the 7 wonders of the world- 100,000 sq’ (2 ftball flds) 

Church grew to approximately 60,000 

Timothy was Pastor (1Tim 1:3) 

John, Mary the mother of Jesus, Aquila and Priscilla and Apollos were all a part of 

this church. 

John wrote his gospel here and his 3 epistles. 

The Ephesian church was one of the great Apostolic churches 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ    Commends   Condemns   Corrects 

Walk among   Toil and   Left first   Repent 
lampstand   Perseverance   love 

Compensation 

 To everyone who is victorious I will give fruit from the tree of life in the paradise of God 
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The Ephesian church before it focused on works and was focused on Him was a 

great and glorious church- the greatest of all churches. God’s mission in these 

latter days is to restore the church to its original beauty. 

Acts 3:20 For He must remain in heaven until the time for the final restoration of 

all things, as God promised long ago through his holy prophets. 

What can we learn: 

a. God sees all the good you do and will reward you so don’t lose heart. 

Rev 2:2 

b. Run this Christian race with great endurance and do not be a quitter. Rev 

3:3 

c. Keep your relationship with God strong. Rev 4:4 

 

 

2. The Church in Smyrna (named after perfume they produced) 

Smyrna was located 35 miles from Ephesus. 

It was the next major city on the Roman Road. 

Known today as Izmir. 

Smyrna was also a beautiful and prosperous city. 

Emperor worship was prevalent- worshipping at the Emporer of Tiberius built in 

A.D. 25—Rome was deified but in contrast to romes deification was the local 

church in Smyrna. 

The early Christians in Smyrna paid a great price for neglecting Emperor worship 

and instead they worshipped Jesus Christ.  One of John’s disciples Polycarp was 

burned at the stake for his faith in Jesus Christ. 

―Swear by the genius of Ceasar and I will release you. Revile Christ!‖ the 

proconsul demanded.  

―For eighty six years I have served Christ and He has done me no wrong,‖ 

Polycarp replied. ― How then can I blaspheme my King who saved me? I am a 

Christian.‖ 
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Polycarp died with calm dignity and unflinching courage. His last words were, ―I 

have chosen to die in obedience to my Master, rather than transgress His 

commands.‖ 

Four things characterizing the suffering of the believers at Smyrna mentioned 

in the letter: 

1. Poverty: They had been excluded from the financial prosperity of the city 

and were thus considered by Christ to be very rich. (2:9) 

2. Slander: The unbelieving Jews slandered them as heretics and 

troublemakers. But Jesus said such were the ―synagogue of Satan.‖ (2:9b) 

3. Prison: Many of them would be imprisoned for their faith in Christ as we so 

many of the apostles. (2:10) 

4. Death: Like Polycarp and others, many of these believers died for their faith 

rather than worship the Roman emperor. They were indeed ―faithful until 

death.‖ 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The crown of life is the reward for those who have to endure great 

suffering because of the Name of Christ. James 1:12 

Those people who are in communist countries suffering and dying for their faith 

will receive this reward. We live in a great country where we are free to worship 

Jesus but not everyone is.  

Although we do not experience physical abuse, pain or torture- we do undergo 

emotional abuse for our faith and as one missionary who had been physically 

beaten for His faith said, sometimes the emotional suffering is worse than the 

physical suffering.  

 

Christ    Commends   Condemns   Corrects 

The first and   Tribulation and      Be faith- 
The last   poverty       ful 

Compensation 

 I will give you the Crown of Life 
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What can we learn: 

a. We don’t have it so bad. In fact we must be very careful because America is 

very rich and we will see from the Laodicean church that this is a very 

dangerous place to be. 

b. Remain faithful no matter how bad it may seem to get. 

c. God rewards His people greatly for whatever we have to endure for the 

Name and because of the Name of Jesus Christ. No suffering goes 

unrewarded. 

I think it’s absolutely amazing that Jesus had no condemnation for this church. 

God’s heart really is for those who suffer. He is very tender for those who suffer. I 

am sure there was something this church was doing right but God’s love and mercy 

overshadowed whatever it was that they were doing wrong.  

3. The Church in Pergamos 

 

The compromising church. This church had some real serious issues and was 

very liberal in their theology and in regard to sin. 

Pergamum was the center of Roman power and authority. One writer called 

it ―the most famous city in Asia.‖ 

 

As early as 29 B.C. it became the site of the first temple of the Ceasar-cult, 

erected in honor of Agustus Ceasar.  

 

The city also housed and ancient temple to the god Zeus-the god of power. 

 

In this city there was not much difference or separation between religion and 

politics, between the sacred and the secular. So it was extremely difficult for 

the church to not allow those attitudes and sins to compromise the church, 

and in fact we find that this church failed to influence the city and instead let 

the culture be of negative influence upon them. 

 

They allowed two philosophies to begin to enter in instead of the truth of the 

Bible.They were loyal and loved the truth of the Bible but compromise was 
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subtly entering the church. Paul said a little leaven leavens the whole lump. 

1 Cor 5:6. A little compromise can ruin the whole church. 

 

They allowed The teaching of Balaam and the doctrine of the Nicolaitans. 

 

Balaam was an Old Testament prophet that was hired by King Balak to 

pronounce a curse on Israel. God stopped him but eventually he influenced 

Israel into Idolatry and fornication by telling the enemy of Israel, Balak how 

to get them to sin .  

 

Nicolaitans were a group of people whose basic philosophy was, ―Live it up; 

immorality doesn’t matter! Indulge yourselves because the sin of your flesh 

doesn’t affect your spirit at all. Nicolas of Antioch is beelived to be the 

father of this movement. 

 

The Greek term Nikolas means, ―Destroyer of the people.‖ 

 

**Basically both of their Philosophies were that compromise was not really 

a big deal. Sin is no big deal 

 

As we can see in the letter Jesus had a big problem with this mindset. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heavenly manna- comes from OT but here it refers to never hungering spiritually 

but being fully satisfied. 

Christ    Commends   Condemns   Corrects 

Sharp 2-edged  Did not deny  False     Repent 
Sword   Jesus    Doctrine 

Compensation 

 Heavenly manna, white stone, new name 
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White stone refers to the way votes were cast in John’s day in the courts of justice, 

black for guilty white for innocent- the white stone is that you are found 

completely innocent in the eyes of God. 

A new name that no one knows- refers to a special relationship with Jesus with a 

name that only He knows. 

 

 

What can we learn: 

a. God hates compromise. 

b. Compromise is an enemy of God. 

c. We are to be different from the culture. 

 

 

4. The Church in Thyatira Revelation 2:18-29 

The longest of the seven letters was written to the church in the smallest town. 

Thyatira had little political or religious significance. 

Thyatira was a manufacturing center known for it’s cloth industry. 

―Everyone in town worked at the factory.‖ 

This town was dominated by trade guilds and they were religious in nature. 

One couldn’t make a living without being a member. 

Each trade union apparently was deicated to a particular deity. Feasts to the union 

gods were lavish parties that everyone was expected to attend. 

Parties included: 

A cup of wine poured out in worship of a god 

Fellowship meal which included excessive drinking 

Followed by a massive sexual orgy. 
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Christians there were in a terrible predicament- participation- dishonor God or 

rejection which meant losing their jobs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. The Church in Sardis- Powerless church- Revelation 3:1-6 

 

 

 

This church was spiritually dead- it had the appearance of being a large 

thriving church. 

 

We would look at this church today and think- wow God is moving- they are 

alive and kickin- it’s abig church with lots of things going on. 

 

But Jesus sees that just because you are big and appear to be thriving doesn’t 

mean you are spiritually alive. 

 

Sardis although appearing to be powerful was a dead church- Yet he did 

commend the fact that there were a few in this large church who haven’t 

defiled themselves but were faithful to Jesus 

 

Christ    Commends   Condemns   Corrects 

Eyes like a   Love and   False     Repent 
Flame of fire   Ministry   Doctrine   Hold fast 

Compensation 

 Rule over nations, Morningstar 
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1. They would walk with him in white robes (purity) 

2. He would never blot out their names of the Book of Life (not the Lambs 

book of Life- 2 different books. Book of life for those who were born 

once—Lambs book of Life- those who have been born again- can’t be 

erased) 

3. He would acknowledge the names of the saved before God and his holy 

angels. 

 

 

 

6. The Church in Philadelphia- Persevering church Revelation 3:7-13 

 

One of the strongest of the seven churches- strong missionary zeal and spiritual 

commitment.  

 

Compared to the church at Sardis it was small and poor but inwardly it was a 

dynamic church.  They were bible believing, evangelizing spirit filled church. 

 

The city itself was the youngest of the seven. Attalus II Philadelohos, one of the 

Kings of Pergamum, founded the city in 150 B.C. Attalus was known for his love 

Christ    Commends   Condemns   Corrects 

Seven Spirits      Spiritually   Repent 
Of God       Dead 

Compensation 

 White robe, Book of Life, Acknowledgement 
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and devotion to his brother, Eumenes. Hence the name of the town: city of 

brotherly love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great testing is the tribulation period. The faithful saints of God will be caught up 

before this time. 

 

John Hagee writes in his book The beginning of the End, “The rapture is the 

literal, physical “snatching away” of those who have placed their faith in Jesus 

Christ. The Rapture could come at any moment, and it will occur without warning. 

Every single member of the corporate body of Christ, the genuine believers, will be 

taken alive to meet him in the air (1 Thes 4:17). Those who have suffered physical 

death will be resurrected with incorruptible, supernatural bodies.   

 

 

 

7. The Church in Laodicea- Putrid church- Revelation 3:14-22 

This is one of the most well known of the 7 churches. There were no words of 

commendation. 

Christ    Commends   Condemns   Corrects 

Opens and   Perseverance      Hold on 
shuts          

Compensation 

 Protection from the testing, Pillars, Name of God written on, Citizens of New 

Jerusalem 
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They were from a wealthy city, with wealthy people. It was a banking center and a 

great place for wealthy people to retire.  

The material prosperity of the city produced a very materialistic church. 

They told Jesus in this letter, we are rich and have no need and interestingly Jesus 

is standing at the door knocking to get in. What a sad picture of a church. 

They have everything they needed so they didn’t need God. 

That is the deception of a wealthy community, city, state and nation. 

 

If you have a need perhaps that is God’s grace to you- Need drives you to your 

knees! 

Need causes you recognize your need for God. 

 

If you didn’t have a need you wouldn’t see your need for God. 

The greater the need you have the greater you recognize your need for God. 

 

Php 4:19- my God shall supply all your need. 

 

Many Americans fall in this category. We are wealthy, much wealthier than the 

Laodiceans, and that is why many people do not go to church because they have no 

need for God- or can’t see their deep need for God because they are blinded by 

their wealth and materialism and the wealth and opportunity we have in America. 

Anyone can get ―rich‖ in America- anyone- no matter you race, background, 

education. If you apply certain principles you can have a ton of money. 

Even the poorest among us are considered wealthy by the rest of the worlds 

standard. 
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Only in America do you have people living in poverty who are overweight! 

Never has that been true of any other nation in the history of our world! 

The message is real clear from the Laodicean church- don’t let the wealth and 

materialism of America blind your true need for God. 

 

You need God- you cannot make it to heaven without Him. 

Your wealth and prosperity cannot purchase you a tick on the Gospel Ship to 

heaven- Only through your relationship with Jesus. 

It’s believing in Jesus with your mind and heart 

 

You confess with your mouth but believe with your heart. When Jesus has your 

heart you will be truly changed… 

You will read your Bible 

You will pray regularly 

You will be faithful to your church 

You will joyfully praise God 

You won’t hesitate to worship 

 

God spoke to my heart this thought and warning- many churches are so creative 

they have no need for the presence and power of God. 
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Chapter 4 

Vision of _________________ 

The scene shifts dramatically from the vision of the exalted Christ, to the letters to 

the 7 churches followed by a vision of heaven. 

 

We’ve gone from earth to heaven now, from the past and present and going to the 

future from chapter 4 on. 

We’re moving past the age of the church-to the rapture and to the tribulation 

period. 

I find it very interesting that Jesus says to John- Come up here and I will show you 

what must take place. 

Right after the letters to the church are the words come up here to heaven and you 

will see what is to happen. 

 

I think this is extremely significant clueing us in that the church will be Raptured 

before the wrath of God is poured out in the tribulation period. 

 

Revelation is one of the most sequence oriented books in the Bible: 

Revelation 4:1 Reveals the Rapture 

Revelation 6:2 reveals the appearance of the Antichrist 

Revelation 6:17 Reveals the beginning of the Tribulation Period 

 

10 Reasons to Believe in Pre-Tribulation Rapture 

1. The Bible never says the church will go through the tribulation period. 
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2. The church had no part in the first 69 weeks of Daniel and it will have no 

part in the 70
th
 week. Daniel 9:24 

 

3. The church is mentioned more than 20 times in the first three chapters of 

Revelation, but there is no mention of the Church between Revelation 4:1 

and 19:1. 

 

4. Jesus comes to meet his Church in the Rapture 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. He 

comes with his church in the Second Coming 1Thessalonians 3:13. The 

Church goes up from the earth in the Rapture and it comes down to the earth 

in the Second coming. 

 

5. The Antichrist cannot be revealed until after the Rapture 2 Thessalonians 

2:6-8. But if the Church goes throught the tribulation period, the church will 

know who the Antichrist is because he will head up the one-world 

government Revelation 13:10; put a statue of himself in the rebuilt Temple 

Matthew 24:15; demand that people take his Mark, name, or number 

Revelation 13:15-17; kill the Two Witnesses Revelation 11:7, and more. 

 

6. No one can know the day or hour of the Second Coming Matthew24:36. But 

if the Church goes through the tribulation Period, some will know the day 

because it will be seven years from the signing of the seven year covenant 

Daniel 9:24-27 and 1,260 days from the day the Antichrist defiles the 

Temple Revelation 12:6. 

 

7. The church must go to heaven for the marriage of the Lamb Revelation 19:7 

before the Second Coming at the end of the Tribulation Period.  Revelation 

19:11-14. 

 

8. The Antichrist will prevail against the saints during the Tribulation Period 

Revelation 13:7, but the gates of hell won’t prevail against the Church 

Matthew 16:18 
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9. The twenty-four elders (representatives of the Church) will be in heaven 

before the seven-sealed scroll is broken. 

 

10. The pre-tribulation rapture is more consistent with God’s grace, love and 

mercy. 

 

 

 

What Others Say: 

 

The New King James Version Prophecy Bible 

Sometime after the Rapture, a seven year period will begin which is called the 

Tribulation. It is nowhere specified that the Tribulation will immediately follow the 

Rapture, so there may be some interval between the two events. 

 

David Hocking 

We may be in heaven for many years until the Tribulation actually starts. The 

Rapture could many years ahead of that. From my perspective, the Rapture could 

happen tonight and it still may be 20 years until the Tribulation. 

 

David Reagan 

The pre-Tribulation concept of the Rapture has often been condemned as 

“escapism.” I think this criticism is unjustified. The Bible itself says that 

Christians are to comfort one another with the concept of the Rapture. (1 

Thessalonians 4:18) 
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Chapter 4 Summary is the scene shifts from earth to heaven. John is summoned 

into the throne room of God Almighty. Everything and everyone is worshipping 

the Creator of the Universe. John is overwhelmed by the majestic scene and stands 

transfixed by the elders, creatures, and angels who in unison worship the One on 

the throne. 

 

The chapter ends with a beautiful display of worship Rev 4:10-11 


