Prospering in Any Economy

This message is about prospering, thriving, succeeding, and profiting in any
economy.

Today | will give you the #1 key by far to prospering.
The most important key to prospering-IT’S THE MASTER KEY'!

The key that is communicated over and over in the OT and NT- it’s not a
tithing message!

This is the key- there are others but this is THE KEY-THE MASTER KEY
that’s opens all the doors!

God has made a way for you and me to prosper and He wants you and me to
prosper-

I’1l give you the MASTER KEY today- you got to use this MASTER KEY

and I will give you the 5 main reasons God’s SOOOO Desires that you
prosper! And He tells us over and over and over and over how to do it!

| think it makes Him giddy! Because just as parents are thrilled when our
children prosper and succeed- Your Heavenly Father infinitely more!

James 1:22 This is for you, this is for me (encouraging words- proverbs of
the NT- wise words- The % brother of Jesus- Leader of the church in
Jerusalem

He wrote this book to teach Christians proper Christian living- the major
problem in his time Christians were saying one thing and living a completely
different way. As the church leader he had to deal with this and call people
back to living the way Jesus modeled and spoke.



His message can be summed u in these words- “Genuine faith is evidenced
by our actions- how we live our lives on a day to day basis. Genuine faith
produces right actions—genuine faith is productive ”

James 1:22-25 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.
(telling yourself that’s all you need to do) Do what it says. Anyone who
listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his
face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately
forgets what he looks like. (sees something is not right but does nothing about
it) But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and
continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be
blessed in what he does.

(James 2:14 NKJV) What does it profit (ophelos = advantage, good, benefit),
my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith
save him?

(James 2:17 NKJV) Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is
dead. (corpse- no life- the opposite of the super abundant life Jesus planned
for you)—SO if you are hearing and not doing your as good as dead!

If you just hear the word and don’t do what you hear- you are only deceiving
yourselves because the Word says it’s not benefitting you at all- its dead!

**But if you hear and do- there is life, blessings and prosperity!

James even says even demons believe! So when you hear the Word of God
week in and week out God expects you to do it and then when you do it you
open yourself up to be blessed by God.



| suggest you go over you notes over the past year- or go on internet and
review some of the things God has been saying and apply it!

Why? This is the single most important key to prospering in any economy!

Joshua 1:1-8

Meditate and Do and Prosper and Succeed!
Meditate and Do and Prosper and Succeed!

Meditate and Do and Prosper and Succeed!

Mt 7:21-27 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord," will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in
heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'
Then I will tell them plainly, 'l never knew you. Away from me, you
evildoers!" "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts
them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The
rain came down (storm came-economic storm came crashing down, natural
disasters), the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house;
yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who
hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish
man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."

You gotta hear and you gotta do- you can’t sit back and say, “Great message
PJ then go out there and forget what you heard in here and do absolutely
nothing or go on about your business”



You have wasted your time, my time and God’s time! And when the storms
come, they will and they are a coming...

But if you hear and do- you reap the rewards, benefits and blessings of
being a doer of the Word of God- when the storms come and they are, it will
have no effect whatsoever because you built your life on the rock of hearing
and doing

GOD wants you to prosper and succeed- it’s all over the Bible:

For | know the plans | have for you says the Lord, plans to prosper you and
not to harm you... Jer 29:11

Prosper- flourish, thrive, do well, make money, show a profit, be in the
black, grow, succeed...

5 Reasons God Wants You to Succeed Financially

1. God loves you so much it brings Him great pleasure when you have
financial success.

Let them shout for joy and be glad, Who favor my righteous cause; And let
them say continually, "Let the LORD be magnified, Who has pleasure in the
prosperity of His servant.” (Psa 35:27 NKJV)

2. God wants to use you as a showcase of His Fatherhood. Lift you up as the
light of the world.

"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. (Mat 5:14
NIV)

(envied) Isaac sowed



Matthew 7:8-11 "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives;
he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. "Which
of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a
fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven
give good gifts to those who ask him!

3. To help fulfill the great commission. Acts 2:45- selling stuff to support the
ministry of the church, 2 Corinthians 9:10-14, Php 4:19 my God shall supply
all you needs according to His glorious riches in Christ- most people skip
right over the context-what opened the door to Jehova Jireh to supply-giving
to the church-for the spread of the gospel

vs. 15 Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your
acquaintance with the gospel, when | set out from Macedonia, not one church
shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only;

16 for even when | was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again
when | was in need.

17 Not that I am looking for a gift, but | am looking for what may be credited
to your account (you have an account in heaven, how’s it doing are you
spending it all here—I know you can’t take your money with you—true-but
you sure can send it ahead!)

God wants to prosper you for the sake of the gospel! The Church is
commissioned with mission of spreading the Gospel. If you don’t prosper the
church can’t succeed- it’s that simple!

Psalms 122:9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, | will seek
your prosperity. NIV



4. To fulfill His covenant promise gen 12:1-3

The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your
father's household and go to the land I will show you. "I will make you into a
great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will
be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

5. So the law of reciprocity is at work in your lire- give more receive more to
give more and receive more. Luke 6:38, Mt 25 parable of talents.

Give and it shall be given unto you good measure, pressed down, shaken
together and running over.

Call:

What has God been speaking to you that perhaps you are not doing- you hear
it but you do not do it?

Maybe it is the tithe.
It could be offerings, giving over and above the tithe.

Could be God said sell something so you can pay for the building- early
church did it.

Could be reading his word daily, praying daily, greater commitment and
loyalty to your church,

Could be sir how you treat your spouse- Peter said treat her with honor and
respect so your prayers are not hindered- but she...no no no you’re the head
of the house!

Could be serving in a ministry or starting one.



Could be pursuing wisdom, starting a business...

What is God saying to you that you that perhaps you are not doing that you
need to do?

We need to pray? God says Hear the words and do it- meditate and do and
you will prosper and succeed and when the economic storms come God can
lift you up as the light of the world.

How many of you would say God is talking to you about something in this
area of hearing and doing?

Make a commitment to Jesus today that this day that changes- | will obey
Jesus because | know He is my helper!

(why we spend time talking about money, Jesus spent 2/3 of his time talking
about it because he knew how import at this issue was, he didn't shy away in
fear because people don't want to talk about it and neither should we.)

The economic outlook of our country and the world does not look good.
""How to prosper in times of recessions and depression**

“If you believe you will receive..” Jesus —evil is anything that causes you to
doubt God’s Word



1. The entitlement mentality robs you of God’s prosperity- personal
responsibility leads you to God’s prosperity. (obviously this does not
apply to the disabled)

2. Do not be lured into the class warfare mentality- if you are not rich and
you hate the rich you will never become rich- who strives to because
what they hate.

3. Do not think the government is your ticket (Socialism always leads to
slavery- remember a minor Bible character names Joseph- He created
the first recorded socialistic society and it ended up in slavery for Gods
people for 490 years.

4. Do not think you will win the lottery. Luck is dressed in work clothes.
Someone said the harder | work the luckier | get. The is only one place
where success comes before work- in the dictionary.

View your work as worship. Col 3:23 Rabbi Lapin in his book Thou
Shall Prosper wrote the reason Jewish people believe work is an act of
worship. We have worship services they believe service is worship!
That’s why Jews have a high probability rate of success.

5. Do work hard- (Prov 14:23 NIV) All hard work brings a profit, but
mere talk leads only to poverty.

One who is slack in his work is a brother to one who destroys. Prov
18:9

(Prov 21:5 NIV) The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste
leads to poverty.

6. Do believe God wants you to prosper. (Jer 29:11)

(Psa 35:27 NKJV) Let them shout for joy and be glad, Who favor my
righteous cause; And let them say continually, "Let the LORD be magnified,
Who has pleasure in the prosperity of His servant."



7. Do fear the Lord- (Psa 34:9 NIV) Fear the LORD, you his saints, for
those who fear him lack nothing. (do not live in poverty)

| guess fearing the Lord means knowing that Jesus is with you wherever
you go and in whatever you do.

Fear of the Lord is to give God supreme Honor!

8. Do know why God wants you to prosper- Dt 8:18- His covenant is his
cause- Expanding the Kingdom-
God wants to get to you so as to get it through you.
God wants to bless you so that you will be a blessing.

If He can’t get it through you He won’t get it to you.

Psalms 122:9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, | will
seek your prosperity. NIV

That’s a motive God honors!

9. Do know the key to prospering- Widow and jars (Commerce) The key
to prospering in desperate times is business, providing a product or service
that meets a need or creates comfort, ease or pleasure.

10. Sow financial seeds into the church- (The context is of the church)
God is building His church —His passion and His purpose--2 Cor 9: 10-12
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply
and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your
righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God.This service that you perform is not only supplying



the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of
thanks to God.

Now | may not be the brightest bulb on the block but I do know that:

a. Apple seeds produces apple trees with a bunch of apples.
b. Orange seeds produce orange trees with lots of oranges.

Huh-

c. Sow friendliness reap friends
d. Sow spiritual seeds reap spiritual harvest
e. If I sow financial seed into His Church I will reap a financial tree-

It’s called the law of seedtime and harvest.

(Gen 8:22 NIV) "As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold
and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease."

Its’ the law of sowing and reaping!

Paul in Galatians did apply this law spiritually to righteousness He got it from

the natural law that God set up.

Money is a seed- its neither good nor evil- the love of it is evil.

It doesn’t mean God doesn’t want you to have it or lots of it but it does mean

God doesn’t want money to have you.

You can be poor and love money.
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Jesus referred to the law of sowing and reaping when He said, “give and it
shall be given unto you a good measure, pressed down, shaken together and
running over “-that’s abundance- you get back more than you gave! Luke
6:39

5 Elements of this Law of Reciprocity

1. We harvest according to the kind of seed that we plant.
What a man sows is followed by the universal law of “kind reproduces kind.”

When a man or woman “delights” in the Law of the Lord, and meditates day
and night upon it, they will reap the blessings of God on their lives (Psalm 1).

2. We reap more than what we sow. (apple seeds do not produce just 1 fruit
but a tree full of apples with more seed.)

3. It takes time to reap what you have sown.
But we should not lose heart in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap, if
we do not faint. (Galatians 6:9 NKJV)

“Behold, the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth and has long
patience for it, until he receives the early and the latter rain”. (James 5:7b
NKJV)

4. The quality of the harvest depends on the quality of the soil.
In Mark chapter 4 we read the following:

But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word
and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.”
(Mark 4:14-20 ESV)

In the parable we shared earlier, Jesus addressed the issue of the quality of
soils, and in this parable, the soil is a picture of the human heart (Mark 4:3-
20).

The Lord mentioned three main problems in maintaining good soil in a
human heart:
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(a) Hardness, which is connected with spiritual warfare;

(b) Rockiness, which is connected with an unwillingness to suffer difficulties
for the sake of having God’s good things in your life; and

(c) Prickliness/thorns, which is connected with materialism and the anxiety
that always accompanies the accumulation of things.

5. Harvests show up gradually.

Jesus spoke of the harvest being gradual in Mark 4:28:

“And He said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the
ground; and should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring
and grow up, he knows not how. For the earth brings out fruit of itself, first
the blade, then the ear, after that the full grain in the ear. But when the fruit
has been brought out, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest

has come”.
(Mark 4:26-29 MKJV)

THE PRINCIPLE: No Seed Time, No Harvest Time

Harvest or reaping does not respond to prayer, praise, crying, or fasting.
God’s principle is that harvest responds only to seed. Where there is lack of
sowing there will be no harvest.

The life you have now is the result of seeds you have previously sown.
How does that make you feel?

The seeds planted today are the harvests of tomorrow.

If you focus on productive sowing every day, your life will change
dramatically. It won’t change overnight like most of us want. We all want
everything yesterday. We live in an instant society. We want it all now;
money, wealth, power, physical health, peace of mind, the love and respect of
others.

It’s pretty hard to liposuction out the bad habits of life today.

But, if you start now, things will change for you. It will change in a season
just like the seed of a farmer. Be patient, it will take a season, not overnight.
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(Dave Ramsey said it takes 15-20 years to be an overnight success) Keep
going once you start with the assurance that your career, your life your family
and your health will get better.

Do not wait to let another season pass you by.
Start planting and sowing today do not wait do it now!

When you invest in heaven you can be sure heaven will never need a
government bailout!

Principle- “A seed of nothing produces a season of nothing!”

11. Go hard after wisdom. Proverbs 3:13, 16: 4:7

Story of the Queen of Sheba and what she spent to just hear some wisdom
from Solomon-royalty has an understanding of the supreme value of
wisdom. Paupers do not.

**| have found that most Christians do not believe in getting wisdom-
that’s why we have $250,000 homes, $25,000 cars and $200 library’s!

12. Do know the most ignored secret to prospering- the tithe. (Be doers
not just hearers- hearing does you no good if you will not do (not talking
about intending to do, the road to hell is paved with good intentions- DO-
Just do it! Be doers, be doers, be doers! And be blessed as a result.)

Mark Victor Hansen of Chicken Soup For The Soul Books says this about
tithing, “Tithing is the best kept prosperity secret in existence. It’s an old
secret that works yet has been virtually forgotten.”

Mark answers the question, “Should I wait until the recession is over to begin
tithing? " with this response, “To end your personal recession, start tithing at
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once, using whatever resources you have right here and right now. Tithing
will facilitate the automatic improvement of your situation and
circumstances. Note that the greater your need, the more important it is to
start tithing immediately.
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In the final analysis of thing people believe what they want to believe.

| want you to believe the Word of God. Jesus said if you believe you will
receive. If you don't you won't. It's that simple.

This Bible is all true or none of it is true.
God is or He isn't.
God is truth or a liar.

Mal 3:6 this is for you, this is for me and this is for all who love the Lord
with all their heart, mind and soul.

The fallout for being disobedient in tithes (the first 10% of our finances and
offerings anything over and above our 10%)

The fallout is that:

Our lives
Our families
Our nation
Our church

Under a curse. | define curse as not being a recipient of the blessings,
provisions, power and favor of Almighty God.

Where your treasure is there your heart will be also. Mt 6:21
Some people honor me with their lips but their hearts are far from me. Mt
15:8
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Giving first fruits and tithing was established way before the law. Gen. 4,14
so it's not a matter of law it's a matter of principle and love for God.

We don't just love God with 10% or less of our hearts do we?

Jesus said that our treasure reveals the spiritual condition of our heart! Mt
6:21

If you me and Jesus examined your bank statement what would we conclude?
If we examined your your giving statement?

Withholding then tithe OT or NT is still stealing from God. The tithe has
been and always will belong to God. It's holy, that means it's to be set apart to
God because it belongs to Him. Jesus in the New Testament says be holy
even as | am holy. That means be set apart to God, everything you are and
everything you have set it apart to God, be holy. The tithe is holy.

The world of the lord is clear, it's time to return to God with our
treasure and in return this is what God promises!

1. There will be meat in my storehouse (my preaching, the word of the Lord
from my mouth will be meat to you not milk) that means your faith will be
strong and healthy. There's a truth to you get what you pay for.

2. Their be plenty of resources for the church to accomplish her vision,
extension of bldg, children's and youth ministries will be able to thrive, build,
market and get the word out to tell people what a great church this is and we
are unigue because we are multicultural! How awesome is that!

3. Open the floodgates (idiom for the abundant provision and prosperity of
God that's waiting to burst open for you) of the blessings of God you won't be

able to contain it so you will have plenty to give away. God is not against you
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having money he's against money having you. The tithe reveals whether or
not money has you.

For 70% of this church this is a huge issue of your faith and trust in God. God
cannot and will not bless you financially until money does notnhave you.

4. Prevent the enemy from stealing, devouring, destroying your stuff. Car will
last longer, ac unit will last longer, appliances last longer etc...or if it does the
provision will be there. God will prevent the economic devourer called
recession and depression from affecting your home and your finances. A
thousand will fall at your side ten thousand at your right hand but it will not
touch you!

5. Then all nations will see you are blessed, light of the world, while
everyone else is suffering from recession and depression not only will it not
affect you, you will prosper and all around you will see and they will be
drawn to your light (fish are drawn to the light) and you will get to lead them
to Jesus. You will be the lender not the borrower.

"If you believe you will receive!" Jesus

On card write you do tithe or why you don't (i cannot identify handwriting)

| am the only one who will see, we have a problem and | need to know what
and how to pray and fix it. (be brutally honest.)

At the same time I don't want something as simple as tithing to keep you
from Gods best.

This could be the one small thing that drastically change your life. Small
hinges swing open wide big doors!
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With the worldwide coming economic tsunami that may be coming we want
Gods provision and protection.

Build your life on the Rock of hearing and doing what Jesus says!

40 Days to knowing and hearing Jesus! Coming Soon! (make commercial
like movie-)
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