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“If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”

Mat 21:22
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Prayer

Intro on prayer
Prayer is communicating with God.

It’s that simple. It’s talking with God.
Connecting with God.
It’s a spiritual act, not natural.

At first it feels uncomfortable, but when you see the results and power
of prayer you are drawn to be a person of prayer.

My goal for this track is to help you to be a person of prayer...that you
would spend consistent daily time w/God in prayer.

Whether it be for 10 minutes or up to an hour.

-If the average church member were to be asked how much time he or she
spends in prayer, most would probably be too embarrassed to answer the
question. That's not a criticism. Just a statement of fact. Yet, prayer holds

the key to developing intimacy with God and consistency in our walk with
Him.

In fact | read that the average Christian prays only three to four minutes
per day, and that's normally at meal times.

The average pastor prays 15 minutes per day.

In the bible we see the great men and women of the Bible were people
of prayer. They are our example not the average Christian or average
pastor.

People like Daniel and David- Morning, noon and night
The church was birthed in a 10 day prayer meeting-they didn’t spend
their vacation in Disney World they held a 10 day prayer meeting.

If there is any kind of revival today that is needed is a revival of
prayer!



e Ask the audience of their experiences with answered prayer

e My first experience with answered prayer- When | prayed for Joy on
Sat. night...

e Different ways of praying (God doesn’t talk in King James Elizabethan
so you don’t have to talk that way)
Praying the word
Singing
Conversation-just talking
Walk and pray
Devotional Books
Intercessory prayer- praying on behalf of others

Prayer:
a. It’s not about posture
You don’t have to engage is some weird difficult posture- unless you

want to- but you don’t have to-no judgment here!

b. It's not about chanting
You don’t have to recite some chants over and over and be robotic.

Ali babba Oh Great Ali babba, LOL!
c. I¥'s not about appearance

You don’t have to dress a certain way. God hears in a suit and tie just
as He would in t-shirts and shortsl!

You can be in your skivvies!

d. It’s not even about time-
You can go to God any time of the day or night! He’s available 24 /7

He’s not a clock watcher at work like some people-He’s on the 24 hour shift
when it comes to you.

He’s always available to youl!



When my son calls me on his cell phone and he calls me a lot | always answer
no matter what | am doing. He always has access to me. All my kids have
access to me always.

So it is with your father in heaven! You always have access to the Father even
though He’s busy running the universe!

Prayer is powerful

James 5:16 The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and
produces wonderful results. NLT

I've seen God answer many many prayers. From people being healed and
coming out of comas to financial needs, personal needs. People whom |

prayed for....

God answers prayers and prayers change things and events and
circumstances.

Lack of prayer is also powerful...powerfully detrimental...

Top Offenses Of High School Students In 1946

1. Talking You could get paddled for

2.  Chewing gum these things...I did

3. Making noises

4.  Running in the halls Today it’s a lawsuit if you

5. Getting out of turn in line touch a kid, there is a law

6.  Wearing improper clothing and that’s set to be passed right

7. Not putting paper in the waste basket. now in Massachusetts that
will ban spanking your child
at home

The Top Offenses Committed By Teenagers Today

Rape
Robbery
Assault
Burglary
Arson
Murder
Suicide.

No ko=



What happened?

What changed?

What was the cause of this downward spiral not only among kids but among
families, government, schools and even churches?

Up until 1962 most public schools prayed a simple prayer that was banned in
1962...Along with the pledge of allegiance this prayer was prayed...

Almighty God, we acknowledge our dependence upon thee and we beg thy
blessing upon us, our parents, our teachers and our schools.

Unfortunately, God heeded to our request, because when we decided to ban
prayer from the public school system we in essence said, “God we really don’t
acknowledge our dependence upon you, in fact we acknowledge our
independence and we really don’t want or need your blessing upon the children
of our nation, the parents, the teachers or the schools..

Since that time

Listen to these statistics that represent each grouping mentioned in that prayer.
This is just a sample:

Upon us (children)- things like teen suicide is up 300%; Teen pregnancies up
400%; Depression among children up 1000%, Drugs and alcohol abuse is up
at an all time high

The parents- divorce up is up to 50-60%, most children are coming from
broken homes. Many people do not value the institution of family and
marriage.

The teachers- Our education system is among the lowest in the world and yet
we spend by far the most money- SAT scores dropped dramatically, increase
of violence in schools- school shootings and such...We’ve seen on the news
many teachers men and women who had sexual relations with their students.

The nation- We once were considered a Christian nation where Judeo
Christian Ethics were the values and the backbone of our society. Now it’s not
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important what a president does in their private life as long as the economy is
up.

Is it a coincidence that we can pinpoint the downward spiral of America in

1962:

Now | say all this not for any other reason than to show the power of prayer
and the purpose of prayer.

The power of prayer is that for years and years God heard this prayer and
did exactly what we had asked for as a nation, He blessed the children, the
parents the teachers and even our nation.

And when we banned prayer from the public school system God answered

that prayer as well- He heeded our request of not wanting his involvement in
our public, political or our personal life.

What | want you to see is that there is real power in prayer.

God loves to answer our prayers. Our prayers can make a huge impact on
our family life, personal life, politics, our church and our nation!

In fact God’s Word says this:
...if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will | hear from heaven
and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV)




God Purpose For Prayer

1. It shows my dependence upon God

It is an act of dedicating ourselves, saying, "God, | need You."

Our biggest problem is we don't feel a dependence upon God. We think we
can do it ourselves. Ever since Adam and Eve, man has vastly overestimated
his ability.

The biggest challenge in prayer is admitting we need God's help. The reason
why a lot of people don't pray is because it costs. It costs honesty. You have
to be honest to God -- "I admit | am inadequate. | am helpless. | need Your

help in this situation."”

As long as you think you're self-sufficient, prayer can have no meaning for
you. You think you've got it all together.

Prayer shows our dependence upon God:

"God, | admit | have a need. | need your help in my life." Prayeris a
declaration of dependence upon God. lt's our way of saying to God, "This
proves I'm depending upon You."

John 15:5, Jesus is giving an illustration of a plant, | am the like a vine and
you Christians are like the branches.

"If a man remains in Me and | in him, he will bear much fruit, but apart from Me,
you can do nothing. If anyone doesn't remain in Me, he's like a branch that's
thrown away and withers. Such branches are picked up and thrown into the fire
and burned. But if you remain in Me [if you be dependent upon Me, express
your trust in Me] and My words remain in you, you can ask whatever you wish
and it will be given to you."

That's like a blank check. He says "If you really put your dependence in Me,
you can ask whatever you will and | will give it."

That's an unbelievable promise in prayer!

2. It lightens my load



When life is difficult, when the bills are piled so high you don’t know what to
do, when your job security is not so secure, when family is going through some
intense struggles-you don’t feel much joy. Your joy is not complete. In fact, you
feel nothing but stress and anxiety!

Jesus said some pretty powerful words in Matthew 11:28

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.”
Matthew 11:28

How do you come to Him-through prayer!

At some point in our lives-probably more often than not we all get weary- we
all get tired of fighting the difficulties of life

We all carry burdens:

Carry the burdens of our family and friends
Carry the burdens of our finances
Carry the burdens of our employment /ministries

And sometimes those burdens get so heavy we just can’t take it any longer!

What do you do?

Where do | find the strength to go on?
Where can | lighten my load?

Where can | unload all the burdens | carry?

Jesus said, “If you are weary and burden come to me and | will give you rest.”
In other words, “I’ll take those burdens and I’ll give you the strength to carry
onl”

Some of you may be carrying burdens that God never meant to carry!
You may have a worry that is deeply troubling your soul!

Can | strongly encourage you to Go to God-Get on your knees before God
and turn those worries over to Him!

Cast all your anxiety (your cares, worries and troubles) on him because he cares
for you. 1 Peter 5:7



3. It draws us closer to God

| no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's
business. Instead, | have called you friends... John 15:15

You can’t get close to someone unless you communicate. It’s a fact of life.
The key to healthy relationships is communication. Prayer is an act of

communication.

If | never talk to my wife, then it’s obvious that | don’t have much of a
relationship with her.

Communication among people is especially critical when there is a wrong
or an offense or a hurt.

Communication of our true selves is what draws people closer together.
When we pour out our hearts to God, or just talk to Him on a daily basis,
prayer, we are deepening our relationship- we are getting closer to God!
4. It releases God’s power

You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit-
-fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.

John 15:16

John Wesley said, “It appears God will do nothing except in response to our
prayers.”

Prayer releases God’s power.

What are you lacking right now in your life simply because you've never
asked God for it?

You've tried other things, but you've never stopped to ask God for it.

What do you ask for?2 Ask for what you want. God's not interested in you
asking for something you don't want. That's silly. Ask for what you want.
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Psalm 145:15 "He will fulfill the desires of those who reverence Him." Not just
the needs -- the desires. Why2 Because if you're reverencing God, your
desires are going to be right.

Psalm 37:4 "Delight yourself also in the Lord and He will give you the desires of
your heart." Desires. If you're delighting yourself in God, you're trying the
best, as you know how, to let God's Spirit live in your life, your desires aren't
going to be wrong.

Psalm 84:11 "No good thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly.”

God is not up there holding all these things back and saying, "You've got to
convince Me to give them to you!" He says, "Ask!"

"Which of you fathers if your son asked for a fish would you give him a snake
instead? Or if he asked for an egg would you give him a scorpion? If you then,
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him." Luke
11:11
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Intro on prayer:

THERE ONCE WAS A WOMAN WHO WAS TRAPPED ON THE ROOF OF HER
HOUSE BY A FLOOD. THE WATER WAS RAPIDLY RISING AND SHE WAS IN A
PANIC. SHE PRAYED:

“PLEASE LORD, HELP ME. IT'S TOO SOON FOR ME TO DIE. PLEASE HELP ME!”

Just then she saw a log floating toward her roof top. A neighbor was on the
log and called to her to get on. But Carol said: “No, thanks. I've prayed and
asked God to rescue me and | have faith that he will.”

A little while later she heard the sound of a motor and a speedboat pulled up
next to her roof. The driver called to her to get in. “You don’t have much
longer, “he said. But again the woman declined the offer and said: “l prayed
and | have faith that God will rescue me.”

The water continued to rise. Then a helicopter came a long and hovered
above her. Someone dangled down a rope to pull her up. But the woman
waved them away saying: “I've asked God to rescue me, and | have faith that
He will.”

The copter flew away and as it did the water swept over the roof, carrying
the woman away and she was drowned in the flood. When she woke up in
heaven, she asked God: “Why didn’t you save me. | trusted you.”

And God replied: “l sent a log. | sent a boat. | sent a helicopter. What else
did you want?”

Last week we talked about the undeniable power of prayer. Prayer is the
most powerful force on earth because as someone said:

“Prayer can do what God can do!”’

Prayer can melt a hard heart.

Prayer can warm up a cold heart.

Prayer can activate and arouse an apathetic heart.
Prayer can heal a broken heart.

Prayer can change a stubborn heart.
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Prayer can change circumstances.
Prayer can alter events.

Prayer can affect elections.
Prayer can transform communities.

Prayer can do what God can do!

That’s why the great men and women of the Bible and in church history
devoted themselves to prayer.

Psa 55:17 Evening, morning and noon | cry out in distress, and he hears my
voice.

Dan 6:10 Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks
to his God, just as he had done before.

**(Go over the great prayers of the Bible)**
Years ago back in the early 90’s when | was a youth pastor | was stirred
by the fact that for some reason God doesn’t answer all of our prayers.
| knew some of the basic reasons:

1. That sometimes it's a no...sometimes God says no
The apostle Paul in the New Testament had a thorn in his flesh- we don’t know
what that was some think it was a physical ailment or a speech impediment but
whatever it was it was of deep concern to the Apostle- He prayed for God to
remove the thorn and God said no!

2. | also knew that delay is not necessarily denial- that timing has part.

The answer maybe not yet-hold on keep praying at the right time you

will receive your answer!

Sometimes unanswered prayer is a test:
e Test of your faith. (Trust in God)

e Test of your faithfulness (will you still love and serve even of
unanswered.
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e Test of your fortitude (persistence moral courage, bravery, strength of
mind, strength of character, moral strength, toughness of spirit, firmness
of purpose, strong-mindedness, resilience,)

e Test of your fancy /fondness. (What you really desire?)

3. | also knew that sometimes our prayers are held up by spiritual
forces as in the case of Daniel.

One day Daniel had a vision from God, and he didn’t understand it so he
prayed about it and he fasted...for 24 days he prayed and ate only
vegetables and drank water.

On the 24t day an angel visited Daniel and said...

Dan 10:12-14 "Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your
mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words
were heard, and | have come in response to them. But the prince of the Persian
kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes,
came to help me, because | was detained there with the king of Persia. Now |
have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, for

. e . n
the vision concerns a time yet to come.

| often think of what would have happened if Daniel wasn’t persistent in
prayetr.

If he prayed, didn’t get an answer and just went about his business-how many
times do Christians do just that.

This passage shows me the importance of being persistent in prayer!

In fact, | think it really is one of the major keys to answered prayer-
persistence.

If you pray and pray and pray and pray for something and you don't give
up, You really want and desire what you are asking for.

God gives us the desires of our heart! Ps 37:4

If you pray and give up easily, you don’t really want what you are asking for!
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It seems evident to me that Daniels prayers and fasting were the fuel behind
the angel’s powers-that he was warring spiritually right along with those
angels.

Remember, yes there is a God who loves you more than you can imagine but
there are also evil forces that hate you more than you can imagine!

4. Finally, | knew that sometimes our prayers need some extra power
behind it as Jesus said...

One day Jesus disciples were trying to do what Jesus was doing casting out
demons in demon possessed people they had been successful but they came
across a kid who had been demon possessed and they couldn’t cast the demon
out-Jesus comes up yawns commands the demon to leave the boy, he does
and the disciples are like what, how come we couldn’t do that-you made it
look so easy!

Jesus said, you unbelieving idiots...this kind does not go out except by prayer
and fasting!!!

OH! OK-I got it!

(Mat 17:21 NKJV) "However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and
fasting.”

Sometimes the circumstances we are struggling with need a mixture of fasting
and prayer, it gives spiritual power to our prayers.

So, | knew these basic reasons why some prayers seem to go unanswered but |

wanted to find out if there were any other reasons for unanswered prayer
and | discovered that there are five conditions for answered prayer.

Five Conditions of Answered Prayer

1. You must have an honest relationship to God.

John 9:31 ESV We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is
a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him.
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John 15:7 "If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, you can ask
whatever you wish and it will be given to you."

That's a beautiful promise. But in Scripture every promise has a condition, or
every promise has a premise.
The promise here is, "l will give you whatever you ask in prayer

The premise (condition) if you remain in Me." In other words, "...if you have a
honest relationship with Me."

How do you remain in Christ2 The next sentence tells it. By my words
remaining in you.

In other words, God says if we fill our minds with the Bible, the word of God,
then we will be in Christ. We will be what the bible calls “abiding in Him. *

e God requires that we listen to Him first before He listens to us.

e If | don't pay attention to what God says to me in His word, why should
He pay attention to me when | talk to Him?

e |f I ignore His word, why should He pay attention to what | say to Him?

(Prov 28:9 NIV) If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, even his prayers are
detestable.

The starting point is to have an honest relationship to God. How?2 Through the
word of God. That's why Bible study is important, that’s why coming to church
is important.

God says if you don’t want to listen to my word, why should | listen to your
words!

How Do We Determine/evaluate if we have an honest relationship with
God?
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1. Do | have unconfessed sin in my life?

Psalm 66:18 says that if | regard or cherish or try to hide sin in my heart the
Lord will not hear.

Isaiah 59:2 says our sins, our wrongness, separates us from God.

Proverbs 28:13 says "He who tries to conceal his sins cannot prosper but he who
admits them, confesses them, forsakes them will have mercy.”

What do you do?

1 John 1:8 "If we claim to be without sin, we're just deceiving ourselves. The
truth is not in us. However, if we confess our sins, He's faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

Confession is simply being honest with God. It's saying, "God, You're right. |
was wrong.

That jealousy or that impatience was wrong. Please forgive me."

2. Am | currently ignoring any of God's principles?

In other words, when God tells me to do something, and | don’t do it-that
breaks up our connection with God in prayer

1 John 3:21-22 "Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us we have
confidence before God and we receive from Him anything we ask [That's the
promise] because we obey His commands and do what pleases Him. (That’s the
premise)

You say, “How can | keep all of God's commands. Nobody's perfect. How am
| ever going to get any answers2"

God does not demand perfection. He simply demands obedience. And

obedience is an attitude: | want to do what's right. God doesn't expect
perfection, but He does expect you to obey.
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Example: [ tell my kids, who are 9-10-12, “Go clean up your rooms." If thirty
minutes later | go in and the room is half picked up and they’ve still got things
falling all over the side, shoved under the bed and thrown in the closet -- it's not
spotless, do | get upset about it¢ No, they’re only toddlers. They did the best
she could. They are not perfect; they did the best they could.

But if | come in a half hour later and they are still watching TV or playing the
playstation, then do | get upset. You bet. Why2 Because as a parent, | don't
expect perfection, but | do expect obedience, an attitude of "I want to do what's
right."”

So, we ask, "Am | hiding something from God in my relationship? ... Am | doing
what | know He wants me to do at this point2"

3. Do | really want God's will for my life?
1 John 5:14-15 "This is the assurance we have in approaching God that, if we
ask anything according to His will, He hears us and if we know that He hears us

then whatever we ask we know that we have what we've asked of Him."

When we ask according to God's will then we have confidence in prayer,
and we know He's going to answer.

Most Christians make a big mistake in prayer. They go around constantly
saying, "God, is it Your will that | ask for this2" over every little item.
The real issue is not "God, what is Your will regarding this specific

circumstance?”

The real issue is "Am | in God's will as a person2” If my life is in harmony with
God, then my desires are going to be in harmony with God.

St. Augustine said this: "Love God and do what you please."

Why did he say that? Because, if you really love God with all your heart,
then you're not going to want to do what displeases God.

Psalms 37:4 Delight yourself also in the Lord and He will give you the desires of
your heart!

So, you don't have to constantly say, "Is it Your will2"
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So, the first condition to answered prayer is this: You have an honest
relationship to God.

Second condition for answered prayer:

2. You must have a forgiving attitude toward other people.

Mark 11:24-25. "Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that
you've received it and it will be yours. Condition: And when you stand praying,
if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him so that your Father in heaven
may forgive your sins."

One of the primary reasons why people never see answers to prayer is
because they allow bitterness to spring up in their lives.

Hebrews 12:15 (Living Bible) "Watch out that no bitterness take root among
you for as it springs up among you it causes deep trouble, hurting many in their
spiritual lives."”

Bitterness is like a poison; it will eat you alive. You can't have un-forgiveness
in your heart and have your prayers answered.

Remember the Lord's Prayer2 "Father, forgive us our debts(sins) as we forgive
our debtors.”

God forgives us according to how we forgivel

Anyone knows that one of the easiest places to have resentment build up is in
families. Family members hurt each other's feelings, husbands hurt wives, wives
hurt husbands, parents hurt their children and vice versa. Bitterness and
resentment are a common experience in family relationships.

1 Peter 3:7 He says "Husbands, in the same way [just like he's talked to the
wives in the previous verses] be considerate as you live with your wives and

treat them with respect.... so that nothing will hinder your prayers.”

Did you know that the Bible says that disharmony in the home blocks answers
to prayer2 That's why some people don't have answers to prayer.
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In fact, the Scripture says how you treat your spouse influences your
prayer life. That's pretty strong.

Sometimes there's been something I've really wanted to talk to the Lord about
in prayer and I've just had an argument with Joy. | know I've got to get that
right before God's going to hear the prayer. It's a nice motivation to get
harmony restored.

Third condition for answered prayer:

3. You must be willing to share the results.

This is the principles, “What you sow you reap, Give and it will be given unto
you. lt's the principle of generosity, the more you give out, the more God
gives to you.”

If you expect God to bless your life you must be willing to bless other
people's lives with the same benefits God has given to you.
Proverbs 21:13 "If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry

out and not be answered."”

That's a fact of life. God says if you pay no attention to other people's
legitimate needs, why should He pay attention to your needs?

He wants us to be like Him. He says a pre-requisite for God to bless our lives
is that we must be blessings to other people. If we ignore those who are in
obvious difficulty around us, what right do we have to expect God to bail us

out?

lt's all through scripture -- that God blesses us in order that we might be
blessings to other people.

We are a channel.

4. You must believe that God will answer

James 1:5-7 "If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God who gives
generously to all without finding fault and it will be given to him."”
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The fourth condition for answered prayer is you must believe that God wiill
answer. You can't doubt. You must expect God to answer.

There's only one kind of prayer that God answers: the prayer of faith. Mark
9:29 says, "According to your faith, it will be done unto you."

What are you expecting God to do in your life?
Hebrews 11:6 says, "Without faith it is impossible to please God.” You can't
even please God if you don't have faith. It's the number one prerequisite in

life. Have faith.

What is faith? Faith is not just believing God can do-that’s a fact or that God
might do-that’s hope-

Faith is not necessarily believing that God will do!
Faith is believing God is doing!

5. You must pray in Jesus Name.

John 14 "And | will do whatever you ask in My name so that the Son may bring
glory to the Father. You may ask Me for anything in My name and | will do it."

The fifth condition for answered prayer: You must pray in Jesus' name.

John 16:24 He says the same thing. "You've not asked anything in My name.
Ask and you will receive and your joy will be complete.”

The fifth condition for answered prayer -- you must pray in Jesus' name.
What does it mean to pray Jesus' name?

Honestly, for a long time, | had no idea. I'd hear everybody pray and they'd
end their prayers, "In Jesus' name. Amen."

| kind of thought it was a signal that the prayer was about to end. Like a
spiritual sign off. CB sign off -- "Ten-four, good buddy."
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The Walter Cronkite of prayer, "And that's the way it is." Kind of a cut off.

Some people think "In Jesus' name" is kind of a mystical password that gets
you into God. Like the secret word. "Here are all my requests. By the way --
codeword: In Jesus' name."

What in the world does it mean to pray "In Jesus' name"2 What does it
mean?

| heard a story once that illustrates it. A fellow took his young son and about
fourteen of his son's friends to the carnival for a birthday party. He bought a
roll of tickets and he'd stand at the front of every ride and as the kids came by --
his son and the fourteen friends -- he gave everybody a ticket. He was just
handing them out.

All of a sudden, he looked up and realized there was a little boy with his hand
out asking for a ticket that he'd never seen in his life. He stopped and said,
"Son, are you with my son's party2” No. "Why should | give you a ticket?" The
young boy turned around and pointed to the man's son and said, "Your son said
you'd give me one." So he gave him one.

Here's the point. | don't have any right to get any answered prayers from

God.
What makes me think | should get my prayers to be answered?

God doesn't owe me anything. | owe him a lot but He doesn't owe me
anything.

When | come and pray and ask God for requests, | don't ask on my own merit
but | come on the merit of Christ.

| come and say, "Father, I'm coming to You because Your Son said so. I'm
coming because of what Jesus Christ has already done for me on the cross and
He's promised and He said | can ask in His name. God, I'm coming in Jesus'
name."”

s it always necessary to say the word, "In Jesus' name" at the end of every

prayer2 | don't think it's necessary if you've got the attitude, but | think it's a
good idea.
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Hope this message was helpful-next week we will begin the part of how to
pray.

How do | pray?
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Jesus, in Matthew 6, which is in the Sermon on the Mount, gives us three
specific instructions on how to PRAY.

I. HOW TO PRAY EFFECTIVELY (v. 5-8)

1. Be Readl

"When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in
the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men." (vs. 5)

You don’t have to be anyone but you-

a. Don't try to impress others with it.

You don’t have to be eloquent.
When | became a Christian | had an experience that changed my life.

| used to race motocross and | had developed a friendship the salesman at the
parts counter.

One day | was getting parts and God was nudging me to tell Scott about my
life change.

| kept pushing it way- no devil- leave me alone
God kept nudging and | didn’t respond

Several months pass | needed parts so | go to Scott-1 walk up to the counter
and ask for Scott and the guys says, oh you haven’t heard- heard what, he
married his girlfriend- | knew that,

On his honeymoon at Va beach he was walking down the street with his
daughter and wife and died instantly from an aneurism!

Immediately my mind went back TO SEVERAL MONTHS EARLY WHERE God
was nudging me to tell him about the gospel and | didn’t!

| felt horrible! | can’t tell you how bad | felt because | had an opportunity to
possibly change a young man’s eternal destiny. God knew what was coming
for this young man!

| ran out to my truck grabbed two little booklets that tell people about God
and how to become a Christian,
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Gave one to the guy behind the counter

Turned to give one to the guy beside me- when | turned | was looking at his
chest- this guy was bad to the bone!

Mean, scary- looked like Satan himself!

He made Arnold Swarzzenegger look like Urkel!

| reached out to hand him the book he looked at me- | at him trembling and
he said- Thank Youl

He said thanks- | went home | got to do something about this- So | joined up
with a group called Youth With A Mission

1. Get close to god
2. Learn how to tell people about God with confidence not fear

When | got there we had our daily schedule- one of the days we gather in
groups of about 10 to pray- to go in a circle and pray!

I’d never done anything like it and | was a bit intimidated these people could
pray with such great eloquence!

It's gets to me and I’'m- God what they said | Amen next!
Prayer is not about how well others do it!

You might think | can’t pray like the pastor- I've been praying a long long
timel

It's not about that!

b. Don't try to impress God with your prayers.

You don’t have to pray in King James —Oh Fathereth in heaveneth- | loveth
Thee ith!

or try to impress God with lofty words.

Oh most Omnipotent, Omniscient Ever Present — Splendiferous Majestic Divinty!
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2. Be Relaxed

"But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father
who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward
you.” (vs. 6)

You don’t have to be uptight, nervous or scared. He’s your heavenly Father
and longs to have a relationship with you.

3. Be Reveadling

"Don't recite the same prayer over and over as the heathen do, who think
prayers are answered only by repeating them again and again. Remember, your
Father knows exactly what you need before you ask Him!" (vs. 7-8 LB)

Tell God exactly what’s on your heart!

There are times I've shared my anger, hurt, frustrations a long with gratitude,
awe and praise to Him.

It's ok to be honest with God, He’s not offended or afraid of your honesty. He
gave you the ability to be emotional and respond emotionally!

WHAT TO SAY WHEN | PRAY

Before | get into what | think is the best way to pray-my personal
opinion:

Let’s discuss some of the great ways people pray:
1. ACTS method

Adoration- Worship and praise
Confession- Confess specific sins

Thanksgiving- Offer God thanks for...
Supplication- Requests
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2. Devotionals- My Utmost for His Highest (Jerry Fallwell prayed this way
every day. )

. Journal- deep thinkers

Pray the scriptures- Ps 119

. Walk and pray- Adam walked and talked w/God Gen 3:8-9 (Noah,
Enoch) | do this a lot...

6. Times to pray the great prayers of the Bible (I gave those out last

week)

O b w

7. The Lord’s Prayer

The disciples saw firsthand Jesus’ power and lifestyle and they knew it was
from his ability to pray.

Jesus often withdrew to pray-often it was early in the morning.
Which | believe is the best time to have a devotional-prayer time.

Because you're fresh.
It follows the principle of Giving to God first:

(Mat 6:33 NIV) But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well.

Put God First and you can trust He's going to take care of your every need!

e Coming to Church we give God the First day
e Paying our tithes we Give God the first part of our finances
e Praying in the morning we give god the first part of our day

So the disciples came to Jesus because they were intrigues and said how do
we pray like you: (we see this addition in Luke chapter 11)

"This, then, is how you should pray..."

Here’s an outline to follow, remember Jesus you don’t pray a repetitious
prayer. There’s no relationship in that!

On Your Card notice:
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Is 50:4

Ps 55:17

Jer 33:3 (Football coaching-never coached before- | went to God and called this
verse out)

We had a great season 1/3 of my team never played football before
Another 1/3 were some troubled undisciplined /2 hearted kids
Another 1/3 were real good players

All of the coaches we went up against were experienced except for one...

We won all of our scrimmages
And we went 5-3 for the season

Not bad considering all of our obstacles plus the time commitment- I’'m a pretty
busy guy-I’m not looking for more on my plate-I’m looking to delegate not add!

Through prayer and a lot of studying books, dvd’s websites etc... | had a great
season and learned a lo#!

God says if you need some answers, you need help, you don’t know how to
whatever...God’s promise is call to me and | will show youl!

1. PRAISE: | Give God My Love

"Our Father in heaven, hallowed(how awesome is your name) be your

name.” (Mt 6:9)
God'’s reveals himself by His names in the Old Testament, they couldn’t grasp

the totality of God so incrementally he revealed himself and what he could do
in a name:

(John 4:24 NIV) God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in
truth.”

On my ltunes | have a bunch of worship songs that | worship along with as I'm
reading the Bible!
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Praise and Worship invites God’s presence and power!

(Psa 100:4 NIV) Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.

(Psa 16:11 NKJV) You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness
of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

In his presence there is fullness of Joy.

When | am in God’s presence-

I’m not stressed

I’m not worried

I’m not angry

I’m not frustrated

I’'m at peace

I’'m feeling good

I’'m feeling my faith charged and ready!

I’'m confident that everything is going to just fine, in fact things are going to

work out in my favor!

It’s in His presence that my dreams are brought to lifel Where | am inspired to
do great things and be great!

There is nothing like the presence of God!
It’s in his presence that comes the idea that changes my life!

In His presence is the best way to start your day!

2. PURPOSE: | Give God My Life

"Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” (vs.

10)

God reveal your will, your purpose, your plan for my life.
Let it be so clear to me that | can’t miss it!
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Ps 37:4 Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your
heart!

As you get closer and closer to God-god’s will is revealed to you in desirel
Something will burn on your heart!

The closer and closer to God the more that | have to preach His Word and
grow this church! | can’t get away from it!

It burns in my heart!
It's what | think about!

It's what consumes mel

It’s the desire that burns inside of me as | delight myself in God, as | grow in
my relationship with God.

That’s not to say | don’t get tired of it at times or times come when | just want
to run away!

But then in His presence that all goes away and | am renewed and refreshed!

On a smaller scale
God | have some big decisions to make:

Should | marry this person?
Should | buy this house?
Should | take this job?

Should | make this deal?
Should | make this investment!

| would never make an investment without going to God- | think that is just
stupid!

You don’t have to make big decisions on your own! God is with you to help
you and guide you as you seek Him.
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(Eph 5:17 NIV) Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will

IS.
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On the Card are some more specifics:

Review Last Week

We’ve been talking about prayer- our connection to God

All over the world people want to get connected to God.

Some people burn incense—which is nonsense

Some people chant

Some people perform certain rituals

Some people abuse their bodies

Some people get their bodies all contorted

Some people offer up sacrifices of food and idols

Some people shave their heads, wear ridiculous orange outfits and beat
on a tambourine!

Prayer is a vital key to connecting with God!

And anyone can do it! You don’t have to be super special or super
spiritual!

Just like getting involved at church anyone who has a heart beat can get
involved!

Go over card

3. PROVISION: | Give God My Worries

"Give us today our daily bread.” (vs. 11)
Philippians 4:19 "My God shall supply all of your needs.”

Philippians 4:6 "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God."

(Deu 8:18 NKJV) "And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He
who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He
swore to your fathers, as it is this day.

This is an extremely powerful verse.
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God desperately desires to bless his people financially! He wants you to have
more than enough!

| am convinced of this!

| believe he wants you to be wealthy and | believe that when people pray
and grasp a hold of His Word in faith it will happen for that person.

Why do | believe this:

That He may establish his promise (covenant)

A covenant is a personal contract God makes with man!
There are several covenants in the Old Testament,

There are 7 major covenants in the Bible that are extremely significant.

in the New Testament it’s the New Covenant that He is establishing!

It’s a New promise- The promise of Grace, mercy, forgiveness and salvation to
everyone.

It's the Gospel.

How is it proclaimed- by the church

Jesus said- (promise) | will build my church and the gates of hell will not
prevaill

Back to our verse- God blesses people financially for a purpose. God wants

to bless people financially to serve God’s purpose.

He wants to bless you so you can be a blessing to others.
Give and it shall be given!

Over and over and over in scripture we see that God blesses people in order
to be a blessing!
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Particularly this verse speaks of your giving-that God desires to bless people
so they can support his church.

The more wealth you produce the more you are able to give to the church and
the greater impact it will have in the world!

Don’t just take my word for it, don’t just brush it off- you read it and you study
it!

That is a small verse that says a lot!

It was this verse that KGB was birthed- | said ok God | believe it now lets get
busy!

| know beyond a shadow of a doubt God has blessed the KGB because it
supports the church-

**God’s vision for His church is much bigger and broader than KGB-He
wants to bless you and will when he can trust youl**

4. PARDON: | Give God My Guilt

"Forgive us our debt as we also have forgiven our debtors s" (vs. 12)
"sins" Luke 11:4

This is real important because we see God’s forgiveness is based on our
forgiveness.

We can’t expect God to forgive us if we don’t forgive others who sin against
us.

"For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will
not forgive yours."” (vs. 14-15)

Forgiveness is easy to talk about but it’s a whole notha story when it comes to
forgiving those who hurt youl

My attitude was I’'m not going to get even, I’'m going to get ahead, way
ahead!
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Then | became a Christian and | had to deal with this issue.

Probably the #1 place we need to practice this principle of forgiveness is
among our families our spouses!

In fact if you and your spouse are forgiving people you will have a healthy
marriage!

You'll have a great marriage!

She is going to say things that hurt!
He is going to do things that tick you off!

Most of the time it’s unintentional!

God so recognized our need to forgive and the detrimental effects of
unforgiveness that he says we need to pray this daily!

This prayer is meant to be a daily outline on how to connect with God and live
and righteous life!

5. PROTECTION: | Give God My Weakness

"and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one.” (vs. 13)

God these are my weaknesses- which is not hidden from you! And | ask that
you protect me and help me to be strong.

You have to know that yes God loves you-Satan, the devil hates you! And
wants to destroy your life.

He wants you to hate God.

He wants you to not believe or trust God.

He wants to point out all the negatives and get you to question God.

He wants to steal you joy, kill your faith and ultimately destroy your life!

That is his purpose.
Why because he hates God! He hates what God loves and that’s youl

You are the object of God’s affection therefore you ARE HATED BY THE
DEVIL!
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Paul wrote to the Ephesian church to put on the armor of God. Because
whether you like it or not the devil is at war with you!

He has declared war against you!

(John 10:10 NIV) The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have
come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

6. PRIORITIES: | Give God The Credit

“For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.” (vs.

13 KJV)
(Look on prayer card)

7. PROMISE: | Give God My Trust

Amen. (vs.13 KJV)
Amen means so be it

It's truth! We can trust God at His Word. He means what he says and says
what he means!

He does not lie or deceive or twist things! God can be trusted.

If his Word says it, | believe it and that settles it!

It’s important to note here that when you pray, pray with passion!
| love you God, | love you God, | love you God-robotic!

“God you are awesome, there is no one like you!

You’re amazing and | love you with all my heart!”

Put your whole heart into it.
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When you pray, pray with intensity, pray with feeling, pray with urgency.

“God I've got to have you do something!”
“God | desperately need you to answer my prayers.”

My marriage is at stake
My business is at stake
My kids need you, right now, right here- I'm afraid they won’t make it!”

Like Jacob who wrestled with God all night and said | won’t let you go until
you bless mel

And God did it!
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God Hears the Prayers Of:

1. Luke 18:13,14- The great sinner who is sorry for and humbled by his sin, and
who desires pardon.

2. 1 John 5:13-15- Those that believe on the Name of the Son of God.
3. Psalm 34:15-17 /Prov. 15:8/15:29- The righteous and upright..

4. Ps 32:6- The Godly (merciful).

5. Psalm 145:19- Those that fear the Lord.

6. 1 John 3:22- Those that keep God’s commandments and do things that are
pleasing in His sight.

7. John 15:7- those who abide in Christ and in whom Christ’s Word abide in.

8. Psalm 91:1,14,15- The one who dwells in the secret place (God’s
presence), sets his love upon God and knows His Name.

9. Psalm 37:4- He that delights himself in the Lord.

10. Psalm 10:17- The humble.

For Whom Should We Pray?

1. We should pray for ourselves. 1Chron 4:10; Ps 6:4,5; 2Cor 12:7-8;Heb
5:7;In 17:1

2. We should pray for one another. Jms 5:16; Rom 1:9

3.We should pray for ministers of the Word. Eph 6:19-20; Col 4:3;Acts 13:2-
3; Mt 9:38

4. We should pray for those who have been converted through our ministry.
1Thes 3:9-13
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5. We should pray for the sick brethren. Jn 17:9-26; Jms 5:14-16
6. We should pray for the brother sinning a sin unto death. 1Jn 5:16
7. We should pray for all the saints. Eph 6:18

8. We should pray for our children. 1Chron 29:19

9. We should pray for our rulers. 1Tim 2:2-3

10. We should pray for our city. Jer 29:7

11. We should pray for Israel. Rom 10:1; Joel 2:17; Is 62:6-7

12. We should pray for them that despitefully use us and persecute us. Lk
6:28; Mt 5:44

When Should We Pray?

1. The Holy men of the Bible prayed three times a day, evening, morning and
at noon./ Dan 6:10;Ps 55:16,17;Acts 10:9,30

2. We should pray very early in the morning, before dawn./ Ps
119:146,147;Mk 1:35

3. Our Master and Example “continued all night in prayer to God. Lk 6:12
4. We should pray day and night./ Ps 88:1
5. We should pray at every meal. Mt 14:19; Acts 27:35; 1Tim 4:4,5

6. We should pray to God in the day of trouble./ Ps. 50:15, 81:7, 77:1 -
2,86:7

7. We should pray to God when those increase who trouble us and many rise
up against us./Ps. 3:1-2

8. We should pray to God in the day of battle./1 Chron 5:20
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9. We should pray to God when outnumbered by enemies and when we have
no might against them and know not what to do./ 2 Chron 14:8,9,11;20:1-
4,12

10. We should pray to God when in great extremities./ 2 Chron 13:13-16
11. We should pray to God when all human help fails./ Ps 60:11

12. We should pray to God when our soul faints within us./ Jonah 2:7

13. We should pray to God when our heart is overwhelmed./ Ps 61:2

14: We should pray unto God when in the depths./ Ps. 130:1

15. We should pray to God in the day when we are being chastened for sin,
when we are in a far country and desiring to come back to God./ Deut 4:25-

29
16. We should call upon God while He is near and may be found./ Is 55:6
17. We should pray to God as long as we live./ Ps 116:1,2

18. We should pray always and not faint, at all seasons, without ceasing./Lk

18:1; Eph 6:18; 1Thes 5:17
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Great Prayer of the Bible

1. The Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15). Jesus taught this classic lesson in
prayer to his disciples. We'll consider the Lord's Prayer phrase by
phrase as a pattern for our own praying.

2. Moses' Prayer for Israel in the Wilderness (Exodus 32:9-14). Incredible
examples of Moses pleading with God to preserve his own name and
character and not destroy Israel. We examine the question: Does
prayer actually change anything?

3. Abraham's Prayer for Sodom (Genesis 18:16-33). An example of
intercessory prayer which finds its basis in God's character.

4. David's Prayer for Pardon and Confession of Sin (Psalm 51). When
we sin against God, how can we pray to restore our fellowship? David's
prayer is a classic prayer of repentance.

5. David's Prayer at the End of Life (1 Chronicles 29:9-20). A short psalm
of praise and David's prayer for his son Solomon to build the temple.

6. David's Psalm of Surrender (Psalm 139). David struggles with God's
intense knowledge of him, marvels at God's intricate formation of him in
his mother's womb, and then prays a prayer of surrender to God's
searching, knowing, probing, and refining.

7. Hezekiah's Petitions for Deliverance and Healing (2 Kings 19:14-19;
20:1-7). Here's a godly king about to see his nation conquered and
destroyed by the mighty Assyrian army. Then he who has just heard
from a prophet that he should prepare to die soon. How does he pray?

8. Daniel's Confession on Behalf of His People (Daniel 9:1-19). When
Daniel realizes the 70 years of exile are ended, he offers a prayer of
confession in which he (though personally a righteous man) identifies with
the sins of his people and asks for God's mercy.

9. Nehemiah's Prayer for Success (Nehemiah 1:1-2:9). Nehemiah hears
of the suffering of the returned exiles. After grieving in fasting and
prayer, Nehemiah prays for success -- and commits himself to God's will
for his life.

10. Jesus' Prayer of Submission at Gethsemane (Luke 22:39-46).
Jesus asks for the cup (crucifixion) to be bypassed, but then prays for
the Father's will to be done most of all. How do you pray an authentic
prayer of submission?

11. Paul's Prayers for the Ephesian Believers (Ephesians 1:15-23;
3:14-21). Here are Paul's prayers for the Ephesian Christians -- and for
us -- to really understand the heights and depths of Christ's love for us.

12. Hannah’s Prayer for a Child- "And she was in bitterness of soul,
and prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish. Then she made a vow and
said, 'O Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your
maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but
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will give Your maidservant a male child, then | will give him to the Lord
all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head" (1
Samuel 1:10-11)

13. Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom- "Therefore give to Your servant
an understanding heart to judge Your people, that | may discern
between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of
Yours?" (I Kings 3:9) Solomon was asking for wisdom to be a good king.
The Bible says; "The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked
this thing." (Verse 10)

14, Jonah’s Prayer of desperation-"| cried out to the Lord because
of my affliction, and He answered me. Out of the belly of Sheol | cried,
and You heard my voice. For You cast me into the deep, into the heart
of the seas, And the floods surrounded me; all Your billows and Your
waves passed over me. Then | said, 'l have been cast out of Your sight;
Yet | will look again toward Your holy temple.' The waters surrounded
me, even to my soul; the deep closed around me; Weeds were
wrapped around my head. | went down to the moorings of the
mountains; the earth with its bars closed behind me forever; Yet You
have brought up my life from the pit, O Lord, my God. When my soul
fainted within me, | remembered the Lord; and my prayer went up to
You, Into Your holy temple." (Jonah 2:2-7)

15. The early church’s prayer for boldness- "And now, Lord, take
note of their threats, and grant that Thy bond - servants may speak Thy
word with all confidence, while Thou dost extend Thy hand to heal, and
signs and wonders take place through the name of Thy holy servant
Jesus." (Acts 4:29)

16. Jabez - for prosperity (1 Chronicles 4:10) Now Jabez called on
the God of Israel, saying, "Oh that Thou wouldst bless me indeed, and
enlarge my border, and that Thy hand might be with me, and that Thou
wouldst keep me from harm, that it may not pain me!" And God
granted him what he requested.

17. The Great High Priestly Prayer (John 17:1-26) These words
spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour
is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 2 As thou
hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as
many as thou hast given him. 3 And this is life eternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 4 |
have glorified thee on the earth: | have finished the work which thou
gavest me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own
self with the glory which | had with thee before the world was. 6 | have
manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the
world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept
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thy word. 7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast
given me are of thee. 8 For | have given unto them the words which thou
gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that |
came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me. 9 |
pray for them: | pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast
given me; for they are thine. 10 And all mine are thine, and thine are
mine; and | am glorified in them. 11 And now | am no more in the world,
but these are in the world, and | come to thee. Holy Father, keep
through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may
be one, as we are. 12 While | was with them in the world, | kept them in
thy name: those that thou gavest me | have kept, and none of them is
lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 And
now come | to thee; and these things | speak in the world, that they
might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 | have given them thy
word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the
world, even as | am not of the world. 15 | pray not that thou shouldest
take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the
evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as | am not of the world. 17
Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent
me into the world, even so have | also sent them into the world. 19 And
for their sakes | sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified
through the truth. 20 Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they also may be one
in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the
glory which thou gavest me | have given them; that they may be one,
even as we are one: 23 | in them, and thou in me, that they may be
made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent
me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 24 Father, | will that
they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where | am; that they
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me
before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, the world
hath not known thee: but | have known thee, and these have known that
thou hast sent me. 26 And | have declared unto them thy name, and will
declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them,
and | in them.
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Prayer Promises

Jer 1:12........ "I am ready to perform My Word."

Jn 16:24....... "Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full."

Mt 21:22......... "...whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will
receive."

Jer 33:3......... "Call to Me, and | will answer you, and show you great and

mighty things...

In 14:14....... "If you ask anything in my name, | will do it."
Jn 16:23........ "...whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you."
Jas 5:16........ "The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much."

Job 22:27...... "You will make your prayer to Him, He will hear you..."

1Jn 5:14........ "Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask
anything according to His will, He hears us."

1Jn 5:15........ "And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know
that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him."

Jn 14:13........ "And whatever you ask in My name, that | will do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son."

Isa 55:11....... "So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not
return void, but it shall accomplish what | please, and it shall prosper in the
thing for which | sent it."

Jn15:7...... "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask
what you desire, and it shall be done for you."

Mt 18:18........ "Assuredly, | say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."

Mt 18:19........ "Again | say to you that if two of you agree on earth
concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in
heaven."
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Jn 15:16........ "You did not choose Me, but | chose you and appointed you that
you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever
you ask the Father in My name He may give you."

Jer 29:12........ "Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and | will
listen to you."
Isa 65:24........ "It shall come to pass that before they call, | will answer, and

while they are speaking | will hear."

Ps 91:15........ "He shall call upon Me, and | will answer him; | will be with him
in trouble; | will deliver him and honor him."

Ps 141:2......... "Let my prayer be set before You as incense, the lifting of my
hands as the evening sacrifice."

Rom 8:32....... “He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all,
how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things.

Mk 11:24...... “What things you desire when you pray believe that you
receive them and you shall have them.

(2 Cor 1:20 NIV) For no matter how many promises God has made, they are
"Yes" in Christ. And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of
God.

(Num 23:19 NIV) God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that
he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise
and not fulfill2

(Psalms 145:13 NLT) The Lord always keeps His promises

(Psalms 138:2 NLT) ...for your promises are backed by all the honor of your
name.
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God | Need A Miracle

When Only A Miracle Will Help - Part 1 of 2
Luke 18:35-43

Luke 18.

You know the truth is that Much of life is beyond our control. There's just not
anything you can do about it. Sometimes your best efforts aren't good
enough. Sometimes the only thing that will work is a miracle.

| believe in the God who can perform miracles! He is the God of miracles!

You are the God who performs miracles; you display your power among the
peoples. Ps 77:14

We serve a miracle working God. It’s all through the Bible from beginning to
end,

Miracles
Miracles
Miracles

From the very beginning where God created everything by the command of
His voice.

To parting of the Red Sea for Moses and Israel.
To the falling of the walls of Jericho

To the healing of Naaman from Leprosy

To the virgin birth of our savior

Blind men healed

Lame man walking

Dead girl raised to life

Lazarus raised to life

Jesus walking on water

Jesus first of many many miracles is providing more wine for the party!

Peter speaking to the lame man at the temple- silver and God have | none but
what | do have in the Name of Jesus get up and walk.
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From beginning to end this is a book of miracles-revealing God is a God of
miracles.

Revealing that nothing absolutely nothing is too difficult for our God.
Including dying on a cross a rising from the grave on the third day!
Nothing is impossible with God!

Miracles-God is a miracle working God and what He did then He can do now!
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Heb 13:8
You're on the verge of a miracle

Standing there — oh —

You're on the verge of a miracle

Just waiting to be believed in

Open your eyes and see

You're on the verge of a miracle Rich Mullins

Miracle- is a supernatural intervention by God to do something we cannot do.

A miracle is something we cannot do but JESUS CAN DO!

When do you need a miracle?

Some of you need a financial miracle that will put you on top instead of down
here.

Some of you need a healing.

Some of you need a miracale in your family.

You may need a miracle on the job!
You may be praying for a friend because they need a miracle!

Here’s what | know about Jesus!

He is a miracle working God!
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You need a miracle when your daughter comes home from school and
announces she's joining a Hell's Angels Commune.

You need a miracle when the boss comes in and says, "I'm sorry. I've got to let
y 4 y g
"
you go.

You need a miracle when it's the end of the month and the bills are due and
there's nothing in the checkbook.

You need a miracle when your marriage is falling apart and communication
has gone dead and you wonder if it's going to make it.

You need a miracle when a doctor comes in and says, "I'm sorry. There's
nothing else we can do."

The fact is, you need miracles all the time in your life.

If not now, don’t worry you will need one!

When you read about the miracles in the Bible, you find all these very
ordinary people had miracles happening in their lives. They're all through the

Bible.

You read that and say, "Why doesn't God work that way in my life2" The
answer is, He wants to. He wants to work that way in your life.

Today | want us to look at "How to Pray For a Miracle".

There are some conditions, pre-requisites, principles you need to follow in
order to see God work to His fullest in your life. We're going to look at the
story about the blind man that Jesus healed. From it we get five principles

about how to pray for a miracle.

Prayer is powerful because, “God does nothing except in response to our
prayers.”

God doesn’t move on your behalf just because you have a need.

There are all kinds of real needs all over the world that aren’t getting met.
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God moves in response to our prayers!

God is real, and when you pray to the one true God, through Jesus Christ you
will get answers.

God will show himself to you.
God will come through for you in a powerful way.

But you have to pray!

Here’s how:

1t step in praying for a miracle is to:

1. BE PASSIONATE. In your prayers

Put your whole heart into it.

When you pray, pray with intensity, pray with feeling, pray with urgency.

“God I've got to have you do something!”
“God | desperately need you to answer my prayers.”

My marriage is at stake
My business is at stake
My kids need you, right now, right here- I'm afraid they won’t make it!”

God listens for the tone of your voice. Some things you say you want you
really don't want that badly. You don't even want them badly enough to
pray for them twice. You need to be passionate.

This man was. It says in v. 35 "As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was
sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard the crowd going by he asked,
*What's happening?' They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by." He called
out [literally, "he cried out"; Living Bible says "he began shouting"] “Jesus, Son
of David, have mercy on me!""

He's pleading here. He's got passion. He knows exactly what he wants and
he's saying it with passion.
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The first problem you and | have in prayer -- | have it and so do you -- is
what | call Mechanical Praying.

lt's when you pray but your heart's not in it.
You're just mouthing words. You don't really feel it.
You don't really care about it.
Vain repetitions is what Jesus called it.
Phrases: "Bless the gift and the giver...
Bless this food to the nourishment of our bodies ...
Help us to have a great day ...

God bless America... " etc. etc.

The longer you're a Christian, the easier it is for you to slip into Mechanical
praying. You've learned all the phrases.

| do it every time | eat. | have the same “blessing”

***And you got to end with the words “In Jesus Name” or it’s not a real
prayer!

The Walter Kronkite of praying- And that’s the way it is..

Christian sign off like 10-4 good buddy

Christian code word—and umm God—in Jesus Name
See God wants us to pray with passion!

When you don't pray with feeling it means your heart really isn’t in it. And
then we can’t connect with God.

Jeremiah 29:13 "God says, “You will find Me when you seek Me with all your
heart."

God wants you to learn to pray with passion so He has some tools that
teaches you how to pray passionately.

You're not going to like them:

a. Pain
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b. Privation/Big need
c. Problems

**Have you noticed how much more intense you pray when you're in pain.

I've known people who've had a weak prayer life and then their spouse
walks out on them. That will teach you to pray. It becomes very intense.

Or the guy in the foxhole says, "God! Get me out of this!" He's serious.
He's passionate.

Or your swimming the ocean and someone yells Shark!

For me it could even be when a piece of sea weed hits my foot—you
would think | saw a shark!

If you are going to connect with God you have to do it with passion!
Our mission is leading people to become passionate followers of Christ!

You connect with God through passion!

2. PRAY PERSISTENTLY.
Keep on praying until the miracle happens. PUSH method.

v. 39 "The people in front scolded him and told him to be quiet. But he shouted
even more loudly. “Son of David! Have mercy on me!"

| like this guy. He's determined.
Nobody's going to stop him from getting to Jesus.
| admire his bull-headedness, his tenaciousness. It says he shouted even more

loudly, "I want a miracle!" He's passionate and he's persistent.

He’s going to get his miracle from God.
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His attitude is, | want this miracle, | need this miracle, I've got to have it and
this is my chance.

And I’'m not letting God go until He blesses me with sight!
Like Jacob who wrestled with God—I'm not letting you go until you bless me!

Are you relentless in praying for your needs? Or do you just pray for them
and then just drop them when the answer doesn't come immediately. You quit
too soon!

Why should | be persistent?
It shows that | really want what | am asking for.

If | don't care about something enough to pray about it more than once, it's
not that important.

Look at Colossians 4:2, "Don't be weary in prayer. Keep at it. Watch for God's
answers.” He's saying, Don't quit too soon.

Jesus said it like this in the Sermon on the Mount, "Keep on asking, keep on
knocking, keep on seeking."

You need to be passionate if you want a miracle in your praying. AND you
need to be persistent.

One time | read about two ladies who were praying for their husbands to come
to know Jesus Christ. So they decided to pray together. They prayed for seven
years and didn't see any response at all. Their husbands just weren't interested in
spiritual things. They nearly gave up. They got discouraged. But then they
decided "God says ‘Keep on praying. Be persistent’ so we're going to pray for
our husbands for the rest of our lives, even if they never do come to know the
Lord. We're going to die praying persistently.” Three years later -- a total of
ten years praying -- both of the men gave their lives to Christ on the same day.

Be passionate. Be persistent.

3. BE PRECISE.

That means you don't be vague. Be specific.
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You tell God exactly what you want in detail, in living color.

Not only do we have a problem that we pray careless prayers where our
mind and heart really isn't in it -- we just say words and mouth words -- but
we also pray too general.

Vague prayers get vague answers.

When you pray, "God bless America" how do you know if that happens or
not?

lt's so vague. You need to be specific. A lot of our prayers are pointless.
This guy knew exactly what he wanted.

v. 40 "So Jesus stopped and ordered that the blind man be brought to Him and
when he came near, Jesus asked him, *What do you want Me to do for you?'

‘Sir," he answered, ‘| want to see again."” He knew exactly what he wanted.
4 4
He was clear. He was precise.

If Jesus asked you that this morning, what would you say? "What do you want
Me to do for you2" Would you be able to answer as quickly as this guy did?

James 4:2 says "The reason you don't have what you want is because you don't
ask God for it. You have not because you ask not."

There’s a story about a guy who died and went up to heaven. He saw all of
these warehouses all over heaven. He looked inside and there were all of
these tremendous gifts. Job opportunities, happy family life situations,
marriage partner, financial stability, cars, all kinds of nice things. He said,
"What's this2" The angel told the guy, "There's a tag on every one of these
items. Every tag says the same thing." He went over and picked up a tag on
one of the gifts and it said, "Never asked for."

God is waiting for you to ask!

Over twenty times in the New Testament the Bible says, "Ask!" "Ask and it
shall be given."
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"You have not because you ask not.” But you've got to be precise.

Lord | want a better lifel Well what specifically is that?
Bless me- with what?

Know what you want and ask God- ASK big---He is the creator of the
universe!

There's a key to being precise in your prayer. The key is to write it down.
Write out the request. Make a list. One of the most helpful things you can do
in your Christian life is to have a prayer list.

And say "These are five things I'm asking God for with my son... These are five
things I'm asking God for with my daughter ... wife ... husband... These are five
things I'm asking God for at work... This is what | want to see..." Write it out.

You say, That takes time and energy! You're right.

Isn’t that time and energy worth getting answers to your prayers!

George Mueller was a man of great faith in the last century. A great Christian.
He started orphanages all over England and financed them simply by praying in
the money. George Mueller kept a journal and it's still in print. You can read his
journal where he recorded over ten thousand recorded answers to prayer. Was

he a man of faith? Yes. What made him a man of faith? Seeing God answer so
many times.

Be passionate, be persistent, be precise.

4. BE POSITIVE.
Expect God to act. Trust God to answer.

v. 42 Jesus said to this blind man, "See your faith has made you well." Circle
"your faith."

You've got to expect God to answer. If you don't expect Him to answer, don't
pray.
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You say, "But | don't have much faith." Use the faith you have. It doesn't take
a lot of faith to see God answer.

A little faith in a big God gets big answers.
lt's not the size of your faith, it's the size of God.

Little faith in a big God gets big answers. Everybody has faith, it's just what
you put it in.

You have faith when you go out on the freeway every day that you're not
going to get creamed.

You have faith at the interesection of MT holly huntersville road (longest name
ever) and 16----

One guy came to Jesus and said, "Jesus, | need my son to be healed.” Jesus
said, "Do you believe I can heal him?" He said, "Lord, | want to believe. Help
me with my unbelief.”" Jesus said, "That's good enough!" and He healed him.

| want to believe. Help me with my unbelief. Be honest to God and you
make faith sized requests. Watch your faith grow like a muscle.

How can | be more positive in prayer?

The secret to being more positive in prayer -- the Bible says that faith comes
by hearing the word -- is to get into the word of God, specifically. Don’t miss
a Sunday of hearing God’s Word!

The more you read and hear the word of God the stronger your faith
becomes!

Learn what God has promised. There are over 7000 promises in the Bible.

As you read your Bible, you ought to underline the promises. Star them,
highlight them so you can find them quickly. You claim the promises of God in
prayer. When you're praying, "God, | need You to do this. You said that if |
did “this' You'd do “this." You claim the promises of God and use them in your
prayer life. But if you don't know the promises, your prayer life isn't going to
be very strong. Claim them. They're there for you to take, but you've got to
claim them.
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I read about a guy who got on a ship. He was an immigrant and he was going
back to Scotland from America. This was in the last century. He got on board
and ate something like peanut butter every day because he didn't have any
money. He spent all his money on the ship. On the last day he was real weak
and his room mate said, "You look sick. What's the matter?"” He said, "I haven't
had anything to eat except peanut butter.” Room mate said, "Didn't you know
that on this trip the meals are provided for free? They're already paid for."”

Jesus Christ has already paid to have your needs met. Philippians 4:19 "My
God shall supply all your needs in Christ Jesus."

Jesus already paid for your miracle!

They're paid for. But you have to claim them and many of you don't. Claim
them in prayer. Be positive.

5. BE GRATEFUL OR PRAISEFUL
When a miracle happens, you express your gratitude.

v. 43 "At once he was able to see he followed Jesus giving thanks to God. When
the crowd saw it, they all praised God."

Notice the two things this guy did after he received his sight, after the miracle.

He followed Jesus and he gave thanks to God.

Those are the two things you do after you've received an answer to prayer.
You follow Jesus and you give thanks to God.

"In all your prayers ask God for what you need, always asking Him with a
thankful heart." Php 4:6 GNB

You should thank God while you're asking, not just after the answer comes but
while you're asking, you should maintain the attitude of gratitude. "Thank
You, Lord, that You've already provided for so many other needs. | thank You
for what You've provided in the past and You're going to provide in the
future. Here's what | need right now."
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lt's one thing to talk about prayer, it's another thing to pray. I've got a little
practical assignment here:

My family,

My job,

My church.

| want you to ask yourself , "Where do | need a miracle?"

| want you to take some time to write down a specific request for your family
and for your job.

You say, "l can't think of anything."

Well then you’re not really thinking because we all need God somewhere in
our life!

It takes some time. Don't miss out on this blessing.
Write down a specific thing you want to pray for your family this week.

"God, here's what | need..." If you don't pray this, you only cheat yourself.
Same thing for your job. What do | need help in, in my job? Be specific.
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