
 1 

   Persuasive People 
 
 
Good morning Jesus is Here! Exciting 
things are happening. It’s great to be alive. 
 
It’s great to be alive in 2020! 
 
What a time that we live, the most prosperous time in the history of the 
world! 
There are plans to take civilians in space real soon! 
We have tech right in our hands that’s simply amazing. 
Life is good! 
I’m very optimistic! 
 
The Bible says, the path of the righteous gets brighter and brighter unto 
the perfect day! 
 
The future is real bright! 
To the perfect day—what does your perfect day look like? 
 
 
God’s Word is powerful, so powerful that when He speaks it happens- 
Faith is declaring just like God! 
 
 

I declare you are in 2020 

You are blessed, victorious, healthy, wise, prosperous, redeemed, 
forgiven, talented, creative, disciplined, focused, confident, secure, 
equipped, empowered, anointed, accepted, approved, not average, 
not mediocre, highly favored and you are a child of the Most High God. 
 
 
I am very excited about the Word the Lord has put on my heart for us! 
This year is a year of harvest so we got to do some things…This verse 
has been burning on my heart like fire for a few months now and I have 
to get it out! 
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 His word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am 
weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot. 20:9 
 
***Since we are those who stand in holy awe of the Lord (knowing the 
terror of the Lord) we make it our passion to persuade others to turn to 
him... 2 Corinthians 5:11 TPT 
 
 
Every successful person on the planet has mastered the skill of 
PERSUASION! 
 

• Few have the gift 

• Others have to work at it 
 
Persuasion: 
 
We do it all the time! 
 
Ever since we were babaies we’ve been trying to persuade people. 
 
Crying, smiling, banging your hands on the table to get what you want! 
To win people over. 
 
My dogs even try to persuade…go out-I want some food—water—pet 
me 
 
As a kid in the grocery store with your mom- please by this? ( I did it 
and I see it all the time- kids are all the same- same persuasive tactics- 
still doesn’t work) 
 
H.S. asking that girl out? Persuasion 
 
I remember Ed calling my mom- Marty had to do some real masterful 
persuasion to get blanch---Mitch must have had lots of money to 
win…NORMA! 
 
Persuasion is an art 
Persuasion is a science 
Persuasion is a skill 
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Persuasion is an outcome 
Persuasion is victory! 
 
Persuasion story: 
 

John Sculley and Apple co-founder Steve Jobs got together every weekend for five 

months as Jobs was trying to convince Sculley to take a job at Apple. Sculley, who was 

the CEO of Pepsi at the time, first met Jobs after Thanksgiving in 1982. 

“We got to know each other very, very well, but at the end of it I said, ‘Steve, I’ve 

thought about it and I’m not coming to Apple,’” Sculley, now 79, tells CNBC Make It. 

This was the last Sunday in March, 1983. 

“Steve paused and thought for a while, and then he was about 18 inches away from me — 

and in those days he was in his 20s and he had jet black hair, very dark eyes and he was 

right in my face — and he said, ‘You want to sell sugar water for the rest of your life, 

or do you want to come with me and change the world?’” 

On April 11, 1983, (2 weeks later) Sculley joined Apple as the CEO. And from 1983 

to 1993, he was the CEO. In that time, Apple went from having revenues of $569 million 

to $8.3 billion, Sculley tells CNBC Make It. 

One of Jobs’ talents was convincing talented people to work with him. “Steve had that 

ability to put into words exactly a message that would resonate with the people he was 

trying to recruit,” Sculley says. 

 
Persuasion!  
 
Jesus had a supernatural ability to persuade---He was a master at 
persuasion. 
 
Mathew 4 records Jesus calling Peter and Andrew while they were 
working on their fathers boat—Come Follow Me and I will make you 
fishers of men! 
 
Immediately they dropped their nets, left their father hanging, and 
followed Jesus! 
 
**All the disciples learned the skill as well—including Peter 
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3 Basic Elements of Persuasion often ignored: 
 

1. Appearance- people judge appearances- Man looks on the 
outward. 

Fox news started by only hiring ladies with a certain look and all of 
them had to wear a short revealing dress. They understood very clearly 
man looks and is appealed to by what they see. 
 
Man makes a judgment by what they see. 
 
To our best ability and resources at hand we are building our church 
campus with this in mind. 
 
People make a judgment about our church I the first few minutes mostly 
based on appearance! 
 
(I jest in part but the landscaping is going to cost us over 30G that the 
country is requiring we do- we can’t move in without it---over 200 bushes 
a bunch of trees of all different kinds- from Japanese to Persia- to Africa 
to Maine (JK) its going to be costly but it will look very nice—attractive. 
 
Sight and sound- that’s why I have music on the outside, too! 
 
You can’t look sloppy, unkempt and inappropriate or improper dress 
and expect to impress/persuade. 
 
All persuasive people understand that man looks on the outward—it’s 
how we are wired and they use it for their advantage some for good 
some for bad…nevertheless its still a fact.  
 

2. Voice and communication skills- its not what you say it’s how 
you say it. 
 

Speaking recklessly is like the thrusts of a sword, but the words of the 
wise bring healing. Proverbs 12:18 

 
For the Preacher was not only a wise man but a good teacher; he not only 

taught what he knew to the people, but taught them in an interesting 
manner. Ecclesiastes 12:10 
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The words you choose and how you say them are of utmost importance. 
 
Learning to communicate effectively of supreme importance. 
 
*** A full 85% of your success in life is determined by your ability to 
communicate effectively… 
 
Just because you are talking doesn’t mean you are communicating or 
connecting… 
 
Can you hear me now? We all remember that commercial add. We’ve all 
experienced an important phone call that had a bad connection, we were 
communicating but not connecting. That’s a frustrating experience. Not all 
communication connects… 
 
Why the ability to communicate to connect is important? 
 

1. Influence…Leadership is influence. Persuasion is influence…The 
number one way to influence/persuade people by far is the 
ability to communicate- to connect with people by communicating. 
The average person spends 70% of their active hours each day 
communicating verbally. The question is how much of that time is 
actually influential. 

 
President Gerald Ford once stated, “If I went back to college again, I’d 
concentrate on two areas: learning to write and to speak before an 
audience. Nothing in life is more important than the ability to communicate 
effectively.” 
 
Illus: After a trial had been going on for three days, John Smith—the 
defendant—stood up and approached the judge’s bench.  
“Your Honor, I would like to change my plea from innocent to guilty of 
the charges.” 
The judge angrily banged his fist on the desk. “If you’re guilty, why 
didn’t you say so in the first place and save this court a lot of time and 
inconvenience?” he demanded. 
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Smith looked up wide-eyed and said, “Well, when the trial started, I 
thought I was innocent, but that was before I heard all the evidence 
against me.” 
  
 

3. Positioning. Using your persona- peronality and behaviors. It’s 
who people see you as. 

 
The integrity of the upright guides them, but the unfaithful are 
destroyed by their duplicity. Proverbs 11:3 
 
Proverbs 10:9 Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but he who 
makes his ways crooked will be found out. 
 
For he is like one who is inwardly calculating. “Eat and drink!” he says to 
you, but his heart is not with you.  Proverbs 23:7 ESV  
 
***But no, the people are like crafty merchants selling from dishonest 
scales— they love to cheat. Hosea 12:7 
 
Some people just have it! Whatever it is! 
Some people are just charming, smooth, suave’! 
Some people can sell a ketchup popsicle to a woman wearing a white dress 
on a hot summer day! 
Some people you just look at the and like them. 
Some people are just positive upbeat optimistic! 
 
Some people you get that feeling! Something ain’t right.  
They got an angle, a card up their sleeve. 
Some people are trying to figure out how they can use you to get what 
they want… 
 
Your persona- the vibe you put off! 
 
Do people sense you are a positive person? 
Do people sense you are authentic?  
Or 
Do people sense you are shifty, coming off like a used car salesman? 
 



 7 

Do people sense they can trust you? 
 
People pick that up!  
 
Aristotle first coined the terms describing the three elements of 

persuasion: ethos, pathos, and logos. 

• Ethos is the Greek word for character and refers to the credibility of the speaker. 

Every time we preach, people are answering a basic question in their minds: should I 
listen? The ethos of the speaker weighs heavily in their answer. 

• Pathos has to do with the feelings invoked in the listener. We get our 

words empathy and pathetic from this word. Pathos actually refers to 

the suffering people feel deep inside. 

• Logos refers to the logic or to the content of a message that requires thoughtful 

consideration. 

 
As church leaders/Christ followers we must be very skillful when it 
comes to persuasion! 
 
Some people are so persuasive they can sell a ketchup popsicle to a 
women in a white dress on a hot day! 
 
You can lead a horse to water but you can’t make him drink- but you 
can make him so thristy he wants to drink---Persuasion! 
 
 
***This year we must increase our skills in persuading people. 
 
 
This year we need to be passionate about persuading people to come to 
Jesus! 
 
The master said to the slave, ‘Go out to the country roads and boundary 
walls, and insistently persuade people to come in, so that my house will be 
full. Luke 14:23 CGB (Complete Jewish Bible) 
 
 



 8 

Since we are those who stand in holy awe of the Lord (knowing the terror 
of the Lord) we make it our passion to persuade others to turn to him... 2 
Corinthians 5:11 TPT 
 
“Passion to persuade” 
 
What is passion? 
 
Passion is obsession, zeal, craze or enthusiasm. 
 
I like “obsession.” 
 Noah was obsessed with building the ARK.  

Jesus was obsessed with saving the world. 
David was obsessed in his relationship with God. 
Solomon was obssesed with building the temple. 
Esther was obssesed with saving her people. 
Mary was obssesed with birthing the Son of God. 
Peter was obssesed with spreading the Gospel to the Jews. 
Barnabus was obsessed with encouraging people in the Lord.  
Paul was obsessed with reaching the world. 
 
 

People with passion are obsessed with their mission and vision. 
 
Bill Gates was obssesed with his computer platform. 
 
--Steve Jobs was obssesed with his vision of everyone having a 
computer. 
 

“I would say the most important lesson I learned was the 

incredible combination of an insatiable curiosity combined 

with an obsessive desire to change the world, and how much 

impact that kind of leadership could have on not just the company but 

on society in general,” says Sculley. 

 

“Steve’s passion was to ‘put a dent in the universe.’ Those were his 

words. And he was willing to do whatever it took. He was willing to set 

his personal life aside, he was willing to be incredibly demanding to 

people who worked with him,” says Sculley. 

Future belongs 

to the curious 
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“This decade, 2020, let’s make our dent!” 
 
Mission is what we are doing now in the present to fulfill the vision 
which is the overall picture of what we are trying to accomplish. 
 
Our mission is and could be stated (Making our dent/Changing the 
world by…) leading people to become passionate followers of Christ 
 
Vision of that person is.. 3R’s  
 Reach up- relationship 
 Reach out- to the lost, rejected, dejected, disconnected and 
adidcted. 

Reach in- serving, getting involved, fulfilling your ministry   role. 
 
 
Objectives are how we do it: 
 
This year-  
 
Sunday worship celebration 
Seminars- Understanding the times we live- what the prophets spoke 
about this time-our time- and our purpose and role in God’s plan…. 
Passion classes- around the bases. 
Bible studies--Mom 
Serving opportunities** 
Outreaches- VBS, Summer camp, BA… 
 
What 5 things? (My personal ministry goals are) 
 

1. Finish building.  
2. Fill the new house. (numerical and spiritual growth) 
3. Prepare people for the return of Christ. Prepare the 

way. (Messages to bible study seminars, bible studies, prayers, 
fasting events, leadership development  

4. Launch pre-school. 
5. Best ever summer camp. 

 
 



 10 

What is persuasion? 
 
To sway, convert, win over, convince, influence.. 
 
Influence (Leadership) 
 
How can we be more persuasive? (sway, convert, win over, convince, 
and influence).  
 
 
 
Quotes on persuasion 
 
 
Leader need to be skilled in persuasion. 
 
Persuasion is the ability to influence and leadership is influence. You 
can’t lead without the power to persuade.  
 

The Bible teaching about persuasion is vitally important, because 
Christians are in that business. If you and I take a look at the Bible, we 
will be surprised at what is there.  

The Great Commission instructs us to, “make disciples of all the nations” 
(Matthew 28:19), and that involves a great deal of convincing!  

 

Jesus said to, “Go out into the highways and along the hedges, and 
compel them to come in” (Luke 14:23). He had evangelism in mind.  

The word used for compel is (anankazo), which means to earnestly 
constrain by entreaty, imploring, or persuasion. Pretty strong! Jesus, in 
this story, is talking about evangelism. But, He didn’t mean to club 
people into Christianity. 

 

• By pressure (force) 
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• By permission (persuasion) 

• By any other productive means 

 

Paul plunged into the issue, “Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we 
persuade men” (2 Corinthians 5:11). Here, the word for persuade 
(peitho) means to prevail or win over. It is the earnest effort to bring a 
change of mind with the use of reason or moral deliberation.  

The contexts I have presented refer to evangelism, but Paul also used 
persuasion for Christians, “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice” (Romans 
12:1).  

 

Every area of our church ministry is about persuasion: 

The building 

Marketing is persuading people to come 

Worship persuading people to connect with God via worship 

Children- persuading kids to love Jesus 

KGB persuading people to pay for our services 

Tech is a tool for persuasion 

We all are persuading people to serve alongside of us… 

 

Jesus words of persuasion come follow me and I will make you… 

 

We must as Christ followers get good at persuading people to follow 
Christ! 
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Young people God is looking for someone in your generation to rise up 
go against the flow and be a leader in your generation! 

 

People are lost 

People are hurting 

People need hope and purpose 

People need love 

 

Everything that people are looking for is found in Jesus and in Jesus 
alone! 

 

God get someone and bring them to church next week- do whatever 
you got to do- apart from evil of course! 

 

Excuses 

I’m not perfect—no one is- only Jesus 

I don’t know how- you can’t say hey come to church! 

I’m not- stop saying I’m not start saying I am! 

 

 

 

Good Morning, Jesus is Here and so are we! 

We believe in the power of declarations 
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Job 22:28 You will also declare a thing, And it will be established for 
you; So light will shine on your ways. 

I declare you are in 2020 

You are blessed, victorious, healthy, wise, prosperous, redeemed, 
forgiven, talented, creative, disciplined, focused, confident, secure, 
equipped, empowered, anointed, accepted, approved, not average, 
not mediocre, highly favored and you are a child of the Most High God. 
 
This is your rear of VICTORY! 
 
 
I choose to believe. Not doubt.  
 
I believe God is doing New things never done before.   
 
God says I am going to do an awesome thing for you   
 
The LORD said to Moses, "I now make a covenant with the people of 
Israel. In their presence I will do great things such as have never been done 
anywhere on earth among any of the nations. All the people will see what 
great things I, the LORD, can do, because I am going to do an awesome 
thing for you. Exodus 34:10 GNT.   
 
Receive it 
Believe it 
Expect it 
Look for it! 
 
 
We are in a quick 2 part series on the Power of Persuasion and 
becoming a persuasive person… 
 
Esther 
 
About 500 years BC a Persian King wanted a wife, a queen, for his 
former one disobeyed him and he divorced her. So the Kings 
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assistant gathered the most beautiful women in the land to have a 
Ms. Persia contest.  
 
A wise man named Mordecai had a great niece who was very 
beautiful, Esther. But she was a Jew, he entered her in the “Contest” 
and the Kings assistant saw her beauty and immediately favored her 
and helped her in every way so she would win and become the next 
queen. 
 
She won and she became Queen. Now, the king had a right hand 
man, Haman who was very wicked He hated the Jews and he 
especially hated Mordecai because Mordecai never bowed down in 
the presence of Haman. So Haman in his hate for the Jews and 
Mordecai manipulated the King to sign an edict that would allow 
anyone in the Persian Kingdom to murder all Jews on such and such 
date. 
 
Mordecai and all the Jews got wind and they were mortified. 
Mordecai informs Esther and tells here she must do something to 
save the Jews from being extinct. 
 
She must go to the King and persuade him. But the law was no one 
could enter the Kings presence without being called, to do so was 
certain death even for the queen. Unless the King extends his 
scepter. Huge risk 
 
Haman manipulating the King.  
Now Mordecai is persuading Esther, a Jew, to persuade the king to 
do something! At the risk of her life. 
 
She’s fearful and Mordecai says those words that have been 
repeated ever since- who knows but that you have been called to the 
Kingdom for such a time as this… 
 
She’s persuaded. She tells everyone to fast for 3 days (she hadn’t 
heard about the Daniel 21 day fast) and she comes up with a great 
plan— 
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She goes in the presence of the King and he extends his scepter and 
asks what she wants and it will be hers… 
 
I want you and Haman to come to a banquet I have prepared for you 
both. 
 
She has the dinner and the King asks her again what she wants she says 
I want you to save my people from being destroyed by a wicked man 
and that man is sitting at this table.  
 
The King leaves the room in anger to think, Esther goes and sits on her 
bed, Haman comes in and begs for his life, trips and falls on Esther—at 
that moment, yes you can’t make this up—at that moment the King sees 
Haman n top of Esther—His queen and immediately has him executed! 
 
The King made a new decree saying the Jews can defend themselves 
and they did not one Jew died but thousands of racists we killed!  
(Vengeance is mine says the Lord) 
 
This is a story about manipulation and persuasion! 
 
 
Basically, The difference in manipulation and persuasion is intent. 
 
Manipulation is for selfish evil gain. Deceptive devious and dishonest. 
Persuasion is just the opposite. 
 
**All of the Bible is about persuasion. God persuading mankind to love 
and obey Him!  
 
The NT Jesus persuading men and women to follow Him.  
 
Acts to Revelation disciples persuading all people to receive Jesus by 
faith and spend eternity with him in heaven or the alternative is in the 
eternal lake of fire, hell that was created for the devil and his angels.  
 
And to do it before the great tribulation, rapture and His second 
coming.   
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***Now churches continue the mission of persuading people to turn to 
Jesus.   
 
***Since we are those who stand in holy awe of the Lord (knowing the 
terror of the Lord) we make it our passion to persuade others to turn to 
him... 2 Corinthians 5:11 TPT 
 
 
All the more knowing that day is near.   
 
 
Some people have given up the habit of meeting for worship, but we must 
not do that. We should keep on encouraging each other, especially since 
you know that the day of the Lord's coming is getting closer. Hebrews 
10:25 cev.   
 
 
We make it our passion to persuade! 
 
Every successful person on the planet has mastered the skill of 
PERSUASION! 
 
You cannot get very far in life without mastering the skill of 
persuasion! 
 
You won’t be very happy or content either 
 
Many people who are miserable in life are so because don’t know 
how to get what they want- they haven’t mastered the skill of 
persuasion and possibly have become manipulators instead.  
 
 
Persuasion is influence and influence is leadership.  
 
 
Prov 25:15 GNT 15 Patient persuasion can break down the strongest 
resistance and can even convince rulers. 
 
Esther used the three skills I gave you last week-- 
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Appearance—she spent 12 months preparing her appearance. 
 
Communicate well—she and others prayed that she would have just the 
right words to persuade the king.. 
 
Positioning- she gave off a positive vibe because of her character.  
 
 
 
What I’ve learned about persuasive people: 
 
A persuasive person… 
 
 

1. Has Integrity with people. 
 
People recognized that Jesus was a man of integrity! 
 
Mat 22:16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. 
"Teacher," they said, "we know you are a man of integrity and that you 
teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren't swayed by 
men, because you pay no attention to who they are. 
 
What is integrity? 
 

Is what you see is what you get. 
Honest person- even if it hurts (not the other person) 
Truthful person 
Upright 
A person of character- not a person who is a character! 
Owns up to mistakes 
Takes responisbilty for their actions 
Reliable/trustworthy 
Value driven 
 
Ask yourself this question: What are your five most important values 
in life? (guiderails to life—keep you from crashing and burning—
THE OLD MAGAZINE--- 
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***God/church/prayer/bible  Family  Integrity Loyalty Excellence 
 

 
Integrity is who you are when no one is looking! 
 
If we are going to be people who persuade we have to be people of 
integrity! 
 
Jesus wielded such incredible persuasive ability because of his integrity- 
because people could trust him! 
 
Trust His Words 
Trust His Promises 
Trust His Prophecy 
 
He is the same yesterday today and forever more! Jesus can be trusted! 
 
 
You want to move up the ladder in your business or occupation- be a 
person of integrity-  
 
If you say you are going to be there be there otherwise don’t say it! 
 
I hate to be late- if I have an appointment I’d rather get there early 
drive around 15-20 minutes or now we have the world at our 
fingertips…you can read or listen to the Bible- hear a message do some 
research---Eye dr aoppointment exactly what I did… 
 
For integrity’s sake get there on time—I tell people if you are 5 minutes 
early your 10 minutes late…. 
 
Husband, wife, father, mother- you want to have the most influence on 
your children in a world where everything is screaming for their 
attention- be people of integrity! 
 
When you say you are going to do something- do it! 
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Don’t make 1000 excuses as to why you didn’t do what you said you 
were going to do! 
 
In training leaders I use this quote: 
 
Ninety-nine percent of the failures come from people who have the habit 
of making excuses.   --- George Washington Carver 

 
We must be people of our word. 
Tell the truth 
Have solid character- “we are who we are when no one is looking” 
 

The Little Chap Who Follow Me 
                                                                                               
                   A careful man I want to be, 
                   A little fellow follows me; 
                    I dare not go astray  
                   For fear he’ll go the self-same way. 
 
                    I cannot once escape his eyes. 
                   Whate’er he sees me do he tries. 
                    Like ME he says he’s going to be- 
                    That little chap who follows me.  
 
                     I must remember as I go 
                    Through summer suns and winter snows, 
                     I am building for the years to be- 
                    That little chap who follows me. 
 

People of integrity! 
 
A person of persuasion… 
 
2. Lifts  people. (appreciation and encouragement) 
 

Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which 
means "son of encouragement"), Acts 4:36 
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Barnabus was the kind of person who encouraged everyone- hence 
the nickname! 
 
I can see him on Sundays just lifting everyone he talked to, 
encouraging them building them up. 

 
 
There’s something powerful that takes place when you encourage 
people.  
 
An experiment was conducted years ago to measure people’s capacity 
to endure pain. Psychologists measured how long a barefooted person 
could stand in a bucket of ice water. They found that one factor made it 
possible for some people to stand in the ice water twice as long as 
others. The factor that made the difference was encouragement! When 
another person was present, giving support and encouragement, the 
sufferers were able to endure the pain much longer than their 
unencouraged counterparts! 
 
That’s why Jesus encouraged us with these words, 
 
"I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." 
 
One weekend, years ago, we did a seminar for training volunteer 
youth leaders and in our teamwork session we did a team building 
exercise called “The Hot Seat” 
 
-Everyone on the team has to form a circle and then one by one sit in 
the seat in the center.  
 
-Everyone gets to ask one question to learn more about that person 
and then say one encouraging statement about that person. 
 
I was amazed at how hungry every one of these people were for a 
word of encouragement. Some of them broke down and cried as 
they were being encouraged one by one from their teammates! 
 
You want to be a persuasive person! 
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You want to have a positive effect on people’s lives! 
You want to have lot’s of friends! 
 
Be an encourager! 
 
Jesus drew crowds because of his ability to connect with people 
through His encouraging words! 
 
When you encourage people you are instilling confidence and 
strength! 
 
When a person feels encouraged, they can face the impossible and 
overcome incredible adversity! 
 
George Adams calls encouragement, “Oxygen to the soul.” 
 
Walt Disney said once, “There are three kinds of people in this world. 
There are the well-poiseners who discourage others, stomp on their 
creativity, and tell them what they can’t do.  
 
There are lawn-mowers, people who have good intentions but are self-
absorbed, who mow their own lawns but never help others.  
 
And then there are life-enhancers: This last category contains people 
who reach out to enrich the lives of others, who lift them up and inspire 
them-to nurture them so that they are motivated to grow and reach 
their maximum potential” 
 
If we are going to be Persuasive-people then we must lift  others 
through encouragement.  
 
***Go ahead-right now say something encouraging to the person 
next to you! 
 
A person of persuasion… 
 

 
3. Has Faith in people. 
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(John 1:42 NIV)  And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and 
said, "You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which, when 
translated, is Peter). 
 

 
In this passage what Jesus is saying to Peter- “Hey Peter, I believe in 
you. I see what you can be, not what you have done but what you 
can be!” 
 
Jesus said, you are going to go from being Simon, which means reed- 
someone who is weak and unstable- to Peter which means a rock-
someone who is solid and stable! 
 
When Jesus looks at people he sees potential- He sees your 
potential, He believes in you and me! 
 
Isn’t that awesome- we hear a lot of messages telling us to believe 
God but what we don’t hear often is that God believes is us! 
 
Persuasive people has faith in people- they see their potential! 
 
God believes in you! 
 
When you look at people what do you see? 
Do you see their potential or do you see their problems? 
 
A persuasive person has faith in people! 
 
Choose to believe the best not the worst! 
 
 
 
A person of persuasion… 
 
4. Listens to people. 
 

(Luke 2:46 NIV)  After three days they found him in the temple courts, 
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
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There is a reason we have 2 ears and one mouth!  
 
One is we’d look kind of funny with one ear! 
 
The other is, we are to do more listening then talking! 
 
If you listen closely you will hear people’s hurts, wants and their 
needs. 
 
We had 20 plus young men and young ladies—I had a chance to 
talk to them about God- I asctually wanted to do the listening not the 
talking so I asked questions…I was listening I heard their hurts, fears, 
and their wants…I heard it through what they said but also by what 
their body language was saying—I now have more direction when I 
pray… 
 
 
Let’s see how good of a listener you are: Listening skills test- a 
bus 
 
A bus has 10 people it comes to the stop drops off 5 
Got that? 
 
At the next stop it picks up 2 
 
At the next stop it picks up 4 and drops off 1 
Got that? 
 
At the next stop it picks up 5 
 
At the next stop it drops off 8 and picks up 3 
  
You got that- 
 
How many stops did the bus make? 
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Listening requires that you don’t jump ahead to preconceived ideas 
or notions but that you actually pay attention to what’s being 
communicated! 
 
Good listening requires not listening for what you want to hear but 
what actually is being communicated! 
 
Persuasive people are good listeners! 
 

4 H” questions to become a better listener  

1. What is their heart? Tell you where a person is  

2. What is their hope? What they would like to be in their best  

minutes  

3. What is their hurt? Worst moment  

4. How can I help?  

 

Are you a good listener?  

Always 4 points Usually 3 points Rarely 2 points Never 1 point  

__ 1. Do I allow the speaker to finish without interrupting?  

__ 2. Do I listen “between the line”; that is, for subtext?  

__ 3. Do I actively try to retain important facts?  

__ 4. When writing a note, do I listen for and set down the key  

facts and phrases?  

__5. Do I repeat the details of an interview to the subject, in order to 
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get everything right?  

__6. Do I avoid getting hostile and/or agitated when I disagree with 

the speaker?  

__7. Do I tune out distractions when listening?  

__8. Do I make an effort to seem interested in what the other person is 

saying?  

26 or higher: An excellent listener. 22-25: Better than average score. 

18-21: Room for improvement here. 17 or lower: Invest in a hearing 

aid!  

 

A persuasive person… 
 

5. Understands people. 
 

(Mat 14:14 NIV)  When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 
compassion on them and healed their sick. 
 
 
Jesus had compassion on people because he understood them. He 
understood their dreams and desire, their hurts, their pains and then 
he did something about it- he healed them! 
 
Author of Climbing The Executive Ladder writes, “Few things will pay 
you bigger dividends than the time and trouble you take to understand 
people. Almost nothing will add more to your stature as an executive 
and a person. Nothing will give you greater satisfaction or bring you 
more happiness!” 
 
See what most people really want is to be listened to, respected, 
and understood.  
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I think it’s safe to say that Jesus genuinely cared for people and 
that’s why they listened to him! 
 
There’s an old saying, 
“People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you 
care!” 
 
 
And when you understand the other persons, background, 
perspective and point of view then you can understand them and you 
can care for them! 
 
“When we understand the other fellows viewpoint-understand 
what he is trying to do-nine times out of ten he is trying to do 
right!”   Harry Truman 
 
People were so willing to hear and accept the words of Jesus 
because He genuinely cared for people! 
 
His whole life was spent caring for people! 
 

Here was his secret, He treated each person as if he or she was the most 
important person in the world! 
 
It’s been said, “If you treat every person you meet as if he or she were the 
most important person in the world, you’ll communicate that he or she is 
somebody—to you!” 
 
 
A Persuasive Person… 
 
1. Has Integrity with people 
2. Lifts people 
3. Has faith in people 
4. Listens to people 
5. Understands people 
 
Let’s Pray: 
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What I want you to do is pick one or two of these things to work on this 
week? 
 
Work on your integrity 
Look for ways to encourage people 
Look at the potential of others- positive outlook on people 
Learn to be a good listener 
Seek to understand more then seeking to be understood 
Father, 
 
Thank you for you Word. Jesus thank you for the example you set for 
us! Help us to be people of influence just like you were when you 
walked this earth. 
 
Cause us to be contagious Christians! 
 
Let people see the difference you are making in our lives and then want 
that for them as well! 
 
I pray for next week our friend day- let it be a great success for the 
kingdom of God! 
 
 


