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My hope and prayer is that this little book will be a 
great benefit to you as you begin your wonderful 
journey as a Christ follower. This book is a 
beginning guide for the amazing journey God has 
for your life. Get ready because it is a wonderful 
and exciting ride. As you journey with God you 
will discover God’s amazing plan and purpose for 
your life. I also pray that you will get deeply 
rooted in God through the local church. It is 
through being planted in a local church that you 
can grow to be all that God has called you to be 
and do all that God has created you to do. It is 
through being planted in the local church that 
opens the door for the blessing of God in your life.  

“The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they 
will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the 
house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts 
of our God. They will still bear fruit in old age, 
they will stay fresh and green…” - Psalms 92:12-
14   

If we can assist you in any way please let me 
know. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Jerry (PJ) 
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How To Grow In Your Christian Faith 
 
Being a Christian is not easy but it is definitely 
an exciting and rewarding experience. I can 
tell you from experience that my Christian 
years have been an incredible journey with 
God. I have been serving God for over 18 
years now without regret. The past fourteen 
years have been the best years of my life. 
Nevertheless, it hasn’t been easy. Then again 
as my mom used to say nothing good comes 
easy! In this book I want to pass on to you the 
basic principles of living this Christian life. 
Jesus said that He came to give life, not take 
it away.  
 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full.” -  John 10:10 (NIV)    
 
In other words, Jesus wants to lead us into a 
more satisfying and significant life. God has a 
great plan and purpose for each of our lives 
(Jeremiah 29:11). By entering into a 
relationship with Him we can begin to discover 
why He created us and enjoy the great 
benefits of being a Christian. There are over 
8,000 promises to you and me as Christians 
that we can believe and trust God for. In other 
words, there are over 8,000 benefits to being 
a Christian. The more we invest ourselves into 
the things of God then the greater the return. 
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God is a very loving and great God. Contrary 
to what many think, God is good and is good 
to us. His thoughts towards us are good 
(Jeremiah 29:11). He loves us more than our 
minds can grasp and has gone to great 
lengths to ensure we experience His love. 
One of the greatest acts of love He made 
towards us was sending His Son Jesus to the 
cross to pay the penalty and break the power 
of sin in our lives. (Greater love has no one 
than this… – John 15:13)  
 
The Bible teaches us that sin separates 
people from God. Sin creates a wall between 
God and us. Because God is perfect (Holy) 
He can’t be in the presence of imperfect man 
or should I say, imperfect man cannot stand in 
the presence of a holy God. Another way to 
illustrate this is to picture a dark room.  What 
happens to a dark room when you turn the 
light on? This isn’t brain surgery. The dark-
ness is dispelled. Light and dark cannot be 
together. So it is the same with imperfect man 
and a perfect God. We became imperfect by 
our sin. And because we have sinned then we 
cannot experience God in this life or the life to 
come. Those who are Christians get to enjoy 
the benefit of Heaven and those who are not, 
unfortunately go to a place that was not 
created for mankind and that is Hell.  
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Yeah, it sounds brutal and unfair but it’s all our 
choice. God chose to create us with a free 
will, the ability to choose and therefore have 
the ability to love. This makes us different then 
all the animals of the earth. God desired us to 
know and love Him. One cannot give love if it 
is forced, that’s not true love. Love is a choice. 
If you know the story of Adam and Eve, you 
(Genesis 1) know that when He created them 
he said, “enjoy everything this world has to 
offer but do not eat the fruit from this one 
tree.” God was giving them a choice to love 
God by being obedient or to, in a sense, not 
love him by choosing the fruit of the tree. They 
chose the fruit of the tree. If God didn’t give 
them the option of choosing they would have 
just been puppets on a string or robots. 
Robots and puppets cannot give and receive 
love. So we have a choice, it’s up to us 
whether or not we choose God or sin. And 
yes, we all have sinned.  
 
A bible teacher once asked his class, “will you 
go to heaven when you die? How do you 
know?” 

Some of the responses: 
 
Yes, because I am basically a good person. 
Yes, because I am a Christian  
Yes. because I am an American. 
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These are great responses but unfortunately 
they are not accurate. The only way to heaven 
is by being a Christian and the only way to 
being a Christian is by entering into a personal 
relationship with Christ (John 17:3).  Chapter 
3 of this book explains how to become a 
Christian. 

 
I want to give you a few key things from the 
start. Number one is assurance of what is 
called your salvation (Jesus saving you from 
your sins). Here are some key passages of 
scripture for you to commit to memory, 
because, as surely as I am writing this, doubts 
will come to your mind. Doubt is a great 
enemy to faith. It is vital for you to hold on to 
these passages. They are inspiring and 
encouraging passages. 

 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith-and this is not of yourselves it is 
the gift of God- not by works, so that no one 
can boast.” - Ephesians 2:8-9 

 
“And this is the testimony: God has given us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who 
has the Son has life; he who does not have 
the Son does not have life.” - 1 John 5:11-12 
 
The second thing is to know that God loves 
you very much. No matter who you are, where 
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you have been or who you’ve been with, God 
loves you with an everlasting love. There is 
nothing you can do to make God love you 
anymore and there is nothing you can do to 
make God love you any less. God loves you! 
 
Third, remember these words daily from 2 
Corinthians 5:17, “If anyone is in Christ he is 
new, brand new!” Every day is a brand new 
start with God. The bible teaches us that His 
mercies are new every morning. In other 
words God always forgives our sins when we 
ask Him and then He places them in the sea 
of forgetfulness and places a no fishing sign 
there! God truly forgives and forgets. It’s also 
important for us to forgive ourselves. We all 
mess up, no one is perfect, only God is.  
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The Fact of God’s Word 
 
It is vital that we understand that God’s Word 
is factual and not a fairy tale or just a good 
story. The foundation of the Christian faith 
rests on God’s Word, the Bible. Ongoing 
growth in our faith rests in our relationship to 
God’s Word.  
 
Since our assurance rests on what the Bible 
says, we must believe that the Bible is the 
very Word of God.  This is our assurance of 
salvation. How, then, may we be sure that the 
Bible is His Word? The following facts give us 
the answer by showing evidence within the 
Bible and from experience. 
 

1. The Bible claims to be the Word of 
God 

 
Throughout Scripture, the Bible claims to 
be the Word of God. Expressions such as, 
“God said,” “God spoke,” and, “the Lord 
commanded,” are found throughout the Old 
Testament. (See Genesis 1:3; Exodus 
20:1; Joshua 14:5; or glance at the first 
verse in several chapters of Leviticus.) In 
the New Testament the Lord Jesus and His 
apostles testified to the fact that the Bible is 
God’s Word. (See, for example, Luke 

11 
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24:27, 44; John 10:35; Acts 1:16, 17:2; 2 
Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21.) 
 

2. The Bible is proved to be the Word of 
God 

 
a. Unity. The words of God recorded in the 

Bible were spoken over a period of about 
1600 years (see Hebrews 1:1-2). God 
spoke through men of different countries 
and languages, of different occupations 
and walks of life. Yet the Bible is one 
book. It presents the one theme of 
redemption throughout its pages. It shows 
that God spoke through, “holy men of 
God,” as they were, “moved by the Holy 
Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:21) 
 

b. Fulfilled prophecy. Hundreds of Old 
Testament prophesies about the coming 
Savior, the Jew, and the Gentile nations 
have been literally fulfilled. Only God 
could have known these things before 
they came to pass. For example, about 
700 B.C. Isaiah foretold the virgin birth of 
Christ, and Micah prophesied that the 
Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. 
(See Isaiah 7:14; Micah 5:2) 

 
c. Archaeology. Archaeology confirms the 

Bible and silences the critics. The ruins of 
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the walls of Jericho have been found, 
verifying the Bible record of the 
destruction of that ancient city (see 
Joshua 6); and this is just one of many 
such proofs that the biblical record is true. 
 

d. The test of time. The Bible has stood the 
test of the ages. Sword and flame, 
atheism and paganism, cold indifference 
and false prophets—all have failed to 
destroy the Word of God. 

 
e. Universal demand. The Bible is the best-

selling book. Millions upon millions have 
read it through the years, and millions 
read it still. 
 

f. Denunciation of sin. Evil in all of its forms 
is neither hidden nor tolerated in the Holy 
Scriptures. Whereas humans often 
overlook sin, making heroes out of tyrants 
or pretenders, the Bible always treats it 
openly and honestly. An illustration of this 
is seen in the sin of Moses that kept him 
from leading Israel in Canaan. He was 
perhaps the greatest of Old Testament 
characters; yet God faithfully portrayed 
his failure (see Numbers 20:7-13), as well 
as his life of obedience (Exodus 17:5-7). 
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g. The power to change lives. God’s Word 
has the power to transform lives utterly 
marred by sin. George Muller is a famous 
example. Saved from a life of iniquity, he 
founded and operated Christian 
orphanages in England, altogether by 
faith. 
 

We have seen that the Bible is the Word of 
the living God, and it is this Word that tells us 
that we, “may know that we have eternal life.” 
We can know that we are saved by believing 
the Bible, which says: “He that hears my word, 
and believes on him that sent me, has 
everlasting life.” (John 5:24) 
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How to Become a Christian 
 
For those of you who may be reading this and 
are exploring the Christian faith, or want to 
make the step of entering into the Christian 
life, this chapter will guide you towards those 
steps.  
 
Paul writes the steps to our salvation in the 
book of Romans, commonly known as the 
Roman Road to Salvation (saved from our 
sins, which separate us from an eternity in 
heaven and an intimate relationship with Him). 
 
In a very complicated, "religious" world... God 
has made salvation simple. "Whoever calls on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved." 
(Romans10:13). Your salvation experience 
will be the beginning of your relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Understanding salvation is as 
simple as:  

 
"A.B.C." 

 
Admit that you are a sinner in need of 
salvation (saved from going to hell) 
 
"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."    
- Romans 6:23 
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Believe that Jesus died and rose again for 
your sins. 
 
"For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life." - John 3:16 
 
Confess that Jesus is now your Lord and 
Savior. 
 
"If you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved."  
- Romans 10:9-10 
 
Pray: Dear Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner 
and I need You to save me from the penalty of 
my sins. I believe that You, Jesus, died on the 
cross for me and rose again alive on the third 
day. I confess that You are now my Lord and 
Savior and I now live my life for You. Please 
help me to live a life that pleases and honors 
You. 
 
If you prayed this prayer the Bible says 
that: 
· You are now part of God’s family. 
· Your sins are totally forgiven. 
· God has completely forgotten about your 

sins. 
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· You are now a brand new person with the 
past completely gone as far as He is 
concerned. 

· The angels in heaven are having a heavenly 
celebration over your new life. 

 
Now, it’s important for you to do a few more 
things to help you grow as a Christian. 
 
1. Find a good Bible-believing church. Get 

plugged in and involved. 
 
2. Get baptized in water. (Acts 2:38 …repent 

and be baptized).  We have a booklet 
called, “Water Baptism,” that should 
answer every question you have about 
baptism. 

 
3. Purchase a Bible with the Old and New 

Testaments in a language you can easily 
understand (New International Version, 
Contemporary English Version). 

 
4. Begin to talk to God through prayer.  We 

have a resource called, “Secrets To 
Answered Prayer,” that will help you 
develop a prayer life with God. 

 
5. Tell everyone you know about this New Life 

of yours (Acts 2:38-42 of the above). 
 



 18

6. Never doubt that you are a Christian.  
 
7. Never doubt God's love for you. 
 
8. Hold on to the promises of God's Word 

because the devil will try to put fear and 
doubt in your mind.  If there is any doubt 
that you will spend eternity in Heaven with 
God on the basis of accepting Christ's 
death on the cross for your sins, read the 
following promises from God's Word.  

 
Jesus said, "As many as received Him, to 
them He gave the right to become children of 
God, even to those who believe in His name"” 
- John 1:12  
 
And He also promised, "Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him, and will 
dine with him, and he with Me"” - Revelation 
3:20  
 
John wrote, "The witness is this, that God has 
given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 
He who has the Son has the life; he who does 
not have the Son of God does not have the 
life. These things I have written to you who 
believe in the name of the Son of God, in 
order that you may know that you have eternal 
life" - I John 5:11-13 
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Some Fantastic Benefits 
 
Let’s look at some of the promises of God to 
you: (over 8,000 promises in the Bible for us 
to stand on!) 
 
1.  The promise of eternal life- John 3:16 "For 

God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
 

2.  He will never leave you nor forsake you - 
Matthew 28:20b 
 
Hebrews 11:5b “Because God has said, 
"Never will I leave you; never will I forsake 
you."” 

 
You know, your friends might leave you, your 
family might forsake you-I don’t know what it 
is like to have a family forsake me, but many 
people have families forsake them just 
because they are a Christian. 
 
My wife Joy had to go through cruel mockery 
from her family because she and I were 
Christians - But God never left her and God 
never forsook her.  He was there for her in the 
midst of those storms! 
 
Everyone may leave you during your darkest 
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hour, but God says He will never leave you 
and never, never, never forsake you! That’s a 
promise you can count on. 
 
There is no friend like Jesus!!! 
 
3.  The good work that God began in you will 

be completed - Philippians 1:6 “…being 
confident of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

 
You can be sure that God is doing a wonderful 
work in and through your life. This promise is 
to assure us that He is committed to finishing 
that work. 
 
4.  Your prayers are heard by God - James 

16b “The prayer of a righteous man is 
powerful and effective.” 

  
God hears your prayers. He hears the cries of 
your heart. God listens to you intently when 
you pray. It’s important to note that God’s 
timetable is not the same as ours. He is not in 
a hurry, His time is perfect and so is the timing 
of His responses to our prayers. 
 
5.  Pursue God and He will pursue you- 

James 4:8 “Come near to God and he will 
come near to you.” 
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6.  God will help you resist temptation - 

Hebrews 2:18, 1 Corinthians 10:13. 
 
“Because he himself suffered when he was 
tempted, he is able to help those who are 
being tempted.” - Hebrews 2:18 
 
“No temptation has seized you except what is 
common to man. And God is faithful; he will 
not let you be tempted beyond what you can 
bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can stand up 
under it.” - 1 Corinthians 10:13 
 
7. God will provide all your needs - 

Philippians 4:19, Matthew 6:33. 
 
“And my God will meet all your needs 
according to his glorious riches in Christ 
Jesus.” - Philippians 4:19 
 
8.  The promise of the Holy Spirit.   
 
God gives us the Holy Spirit to empower us to 
live right and also empower us for effective 
ministry. 
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Religion Verses Relationship 
 
One of the great desires of God is to have a 
personal and intimate relationship with you. 
We miss the whole point when our Christian 
life becomes religious. By religious I mean 
stale, routine rituals that have little or no 
meaning. When prayer, worship or church 
attendance just becomes ritual to us we have 
moved from relationship to religion. When 
those things are tools for growing us into a 
closer relationship with God, then it is relation-
ship. Not to demean religious practices at all, 
but they are not vital practices unless they 
enhance our relationship to and with God. In 
the south it’s tradition to go to church on 
Sundays. It’s been that way for years and 
years. That’s great, but God wants a vibrant, 
dynamic relationship with us rather than our 
going to church because it may or may not be 
the right thing to do, or because it’s tradition. 
Hey, praise God though, people do go 
because of tradition.  My hope and prayer is 
that they discover God in a deep and personal 
way, in a life-changing and awe-inspiring way.

23 
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Three Characteristics of God That Will 
Help You Understand His Goodness to 

You. 
 

1. He is our heavenly Father. 
 
Now, if you are like me and many people who 
have grown up in broken homes, abusive 
homes, or unfriendly homes, this may sound 
more negative than positive. Since you may 
have grown up in a home where your father 
was absent, abusive, or an alcoholic, just the 
mention of the word, “Father,” may stir up 
some raw emotions. Our concept of God does 
come from our families. Many have a negative 
concept of God because of poor family 
situations. I can totally relate and understand 
how one may feel that way towards God. And 
God totally understands as well. I am writing 
this to you, to tell you though, he is the perfect 
Father. The Father we have really longed for 
and desired is the One who accepts us and 
loves us for who we are and not what we can 
do or for our achievements. We do not have to 
do anything to earn God’s approval. God is 
proud of you, He accepts you, He cares for 
you, He will help you and He will pour His love 
upon you. 
 
 
 

25 
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2. He is love! 
 

Understanding God’s love is awesome and 
life-changing. God Himself is love. Love for 
many has been a physical thing and for others 
an emotional thing. In pastoring young people 
I have been amazed at how many young 
people who have never heard the words, “I 
love you.” It really breaks my heart. Whenever 
I preach a message on God’s love to teens it 
rarely goes without a dry eye. We all need to 
know we are loved because we all have the 
need to be loved. It’s one of our greatest 
needs. One reason young girls run around 
with the boys is because of the need for love 
and affection. Unfortunately they are looking 
for love in all the wrong places. (Sounds like a 
song).  God loves you. 

 
3. He is perfect! 

 
God doesn’t make mistakes and He surely 
didn’t make a mistake when He created you. 
God is totally and completely perfect.  
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How to Connect with God 
 
These next points are covered in depth in 
various resources we have or will soon have 
available, so we will cover just some of the 
basics. 
 

1. Prayer 
 

A key to a dynamic prayer life is 
consistency. Find a quiet private place 
where you can read God’s Word, write 
in a journal, and pray. Prayer is simply 
communicating with God. It’s vital to a 
healthy, vibrant relationship with God. 
For example, it’s very difficult to have 
any kind of significant relationship with 
someone without talking or listening to 
that person. It is the same with God; to 
develop a relationship with God we must 
talk and listen to God. Yes, God does 
want to speak to us. He speaks to us 
through His written Word, the Bible, and 
through a stirring of our hearts.  
 
There are all kinds of ways to pray, 
some like to pray what they have just 
read about in God’s Word. Some like to 
just pour out the burdens of their hearts 
to God. Some like to follow acrostics like 
ACTS: 
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Adoration - Spend time worshiping God. 
 
Confession - Spend some time confessing 
your sins. 
 
Thanksgiving - Spend some time thanking 
God for the things He’s done and is going to 
do. 
 
Supplication - Spend time asking God for the 
things you need. 

 
Some like to use devotional books. You can 
purchase them from any Christian bookstore 
such as Lifeway, Zondervan Family Bookstore 
or Northside City Church. 

 
Others like to follow the Lord’s Prayer. This 
prayer was not designed just to be repeated 
like a chant. It was given to us as an outline 
for which we can follow to effectively 
communicate with God. I cover this in greater 
detail in, “Secrets To Answered Prayer,” so I 
will just give you the basic outline: 

 
The prayer of Jesus: 
 
“Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
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bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.” 
 
a. Worship – “Our Father which art in 

heaven, Hallowed be thy name.” 
Step one is to spend some time 
worshipping God. Through music and 
singing, telling God how much you 
love Him and giving Him special 
honor as we worship Him. This 
guides you into His presence. The 
Bible teaches us that God is present 
among those who worship Him. 
 

b. God’s Will/Purpose for our lives – 
“Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 
Now that you are in His presence you 
can begin praying for His will to be 
done. Pray that God will reveal to you 
His plan and purpose for your life and 
for the day. 
 

c. God’s provision – “Give us this day 
our daily bread.” 
It’s during this step that you begin to 
lay out your needs and requests to 
God---it may be financial, emotional, 
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and relational, whatever it is you 
need, begin to ask God for it. He 
loves to meet our needs. He is a 
gracious and loving God. 
 

d. God’s forgiveness – “And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 
Now it’s time to do some 
introspection; to come clean before 
God; to confess those things that we 
have done wrong---sins we have 
either committed against Him or 
others. When we do this we are 
assured by Him that He will forgive 
us and wash us totally clean from all 
those things we have done wrong. 
Yes, we get a brand new start! 
 

e. God’s protection -  “And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.” 
I love this step because this is where 
I really pray hard for my family---that 
God will protect them everywhere 
they go. Especially in times of 
national crisis we can be comforted 
knowing that our protection is from 
the greatest protector of all-God! 
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f. God’s priorities – “For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.”   
This step is where we align God’s 
priorities with ours.  Matthew 6:33 
teaches us to put God first in our life. 
This includes our time, talents and 
treasure.  When we put God first, we 
can trust Him to take care of those 
things that concern us. 

 
g. God’s promise – “Amen.” (Amen 

means so be it!) 
 
Prayer can and should be an exciting 
part of our Christian life. It is through 
prayer that we find closeness to God, 
emotional strength, comfort, 
forgiveness, hope and significance 
among a host of other things important 
to us. There are awesome resources 
available to you on the subject of prayer. 
I encourage you to take advantage of 
them. 
 
2. Bible Study 
 
A second way to connect with God is 
through Bible study - God gave us His 
Word so we can know Him and know 
how to live a successful life. I heard 
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someone say that if we don’t know 
God’s Word then we don’t know Him. 
This is why it’s vital that we develop the 
habit of studying God’s Word daily. The 
problem for most people is that they try 
reading the King James version of the 
Bible. That’s a great version but it is 
hard to read and more importantly 
understand. So many get discouraged 
and give up. The King James Version of 
the Bible was translated in the 1700’s in 
the everyday language of the people of 
that time period. Times and phrases 
have changed---we don’t use thus and 
thine anymore. 
 
Using a more contemporary version can 
be more beneficial and exciting. I would 
suggest using either the New Inter-
national Version (NIV) Contemporary 
English Version (CEV) or Today’s 
English Version (TEV). These are all 
easier to understand and are very good 
versions. There are several ways to 
study the Bible. I would suggest first 
getting to know your Bible by daily 
spending time and reading it through.  
 
In my devotions (time alone with God) I 
like to read a chapter of the Old 
Testament, a chapter of the New 
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Testament, a chapter of Psalms (for 
developing a worshipful heart) and a 
chapter of Proverbs (for developing 
wisdom). Sometimes I will just read a 
few verses and really think about them 
and how they apply or can be applied to 
my life. These are the ones that will grab 
my heart or my attention so I will skip 
my normal routine and camp on those 
particular verses. I will also spend some 
time talking to God about those 
particular passages of scripture. These 
are great and meaningful moments in 
my prayer time.  

 
There are also times where I will study a 
particular Bible character such as David, 
Nehemiah, Jesus or Moses. By studying 
their lives we can learn quite a bit by 
observing how they handled situations 
or circumstances that came their way. 
We can find great encouragement, 
inspiration and wisdom by studying the 
lives of Bible characters. The Bible is a 
unique book because it not only reveals 
the secrets to the successes of great 
Bible characters; it also exposes their 
faults and failures. It’s been said that a 
wise man doesn’t just learn from his 
mistakes but also from the mistakes of 
others.  
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Basically we all go through the same 
things. There is really nothing new 
under the sun. In God’s Word is found 
everything we need to know to live this 
life God has so graciously given us. The 
Bible has been called the owner’s 
manual to life. The reason for so many 
messed up lives is because many 
people have failed to read the 
instructions. 
 
3. Another great way to connect with 
God is by plugging into a local church. 
Unfortunately many people believe they 
can connect with God apart from the 
church; that is just not true. God set up 
the church to be a vehicle through which 
we can connect with Him. There is no 
place on the planet like the local church. 
It’s the local church that is the only true 
hope of the world. In the local church 
you are cared for and loved. In the local 
church you can serve and be served, 
give and be given to. In the local church 
we experience God’s presence and 
power in an awesome way.  

 
Jesus said in the Bible, “where two or 
three are gathered in My Name I am 
there.” People who are not connected to 
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the local church are missing out on one 
of the greatest things God created. 
There is no place like the local church. 
The writer of Psalms said, “I was glad 
when they said let’s go to the House of 
the Lord.” He also said, “I love the 
house where you live, O LORD, the 
place where your glory dwells.” - Psalms 
26:8.  
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Ten Good Reasons To Plug Into 
A Local Church 

 
1. New studies reveal that people who 

have regular attendance at church live 7 
years longer than those who don’t. 
 

2. We were created with the need for 
community and so we find that in and 
through the local church that need is 
fulfilled. 
 

3. It pleases God when we plug into a local 
church. 
 

4. Our faith is increased as we commit to 
God through His church. 
 

5. We experience the peace and presence 
of God through His church. 
 

6. Through church we solidify our family 
values. 
 

7. Through the church we grow closer to 
God. 
 

8. Through God’s church we make a 
difference in our community and world. 
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9. Through God’s church we discover 
God’s purpose for our lives. 
 

10. Through God’s church we find true    
fulfillment. 
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Six Steps to Sharing Your Faith and 
Inviting People to Church 

 
Our motto at Northside City Church is, “invest 
and invite.” We encourage all our members to 
invest in relationships and then invite them to 
our Sunday morning services. After you invest 
in a relationship and you begin to invite them 
to church you can also, “initiate,” a spiritual 
conversation with them. Here are six things to 
keep in mind as you, “invest and invite.” 
 

1. Have the right attitude.  It’s important 
to note Jesus never shouted, forced or 
belittled people who didn’t share His 
beliefs. He was gentle, positive, loving 
and forgiving. 

 
2. Make it a matter of prayer.  Nothing 

beats the power of prayer. Prayer truly 
does change things.  

 
3. Earn trust from those with whom you 

want to share your faith.  “People 
don’t care how much you know until 
they know how much you care.” 
Through genuine care you can tear 
down the walls of mistrust. This will 
show people your faith through your 
lifestyle rather than just through your 
words. 
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4. Be positive and enthusiastic about 

your faith and your church.  
Enthusiasm is contagious. We arouse 
curiosity by our enthusiasm. Your 
enthusiasm for God and your church will 
create a natural interest. Be proud of 
your church. When inviting say, “I want 
to invite you to my church.” 

 
5. Know your personal story so you can 

tell others.  Since we live in an age 
where truth has become experiential, 
people cannot argue with your story. 
God uses our story to minister to others. 

 
6. Trust God.  Our job before God is to tell 

the message - God does everything 
else. So it’s important to do our part and 
allow God to do His. 
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How to Increase Your Faith 
 
Faith is critical when it comes to our 
relationship with God. The way God is 
pleased is by our faith. 
 
“And without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him.”  - Hebrews 
11:6 (NIV)   
 
The Bible teaches us the way to increase our 
faith or strengthen our faith is simply to stay in 
the Word of God. 
 
“Consequently, faith comes from hearing the 
message, and the message is heard through 
the word of Christ.” - Romans 10:17 (NIV)   
 
Here are some practical ways you can stay in 
God’s Word:  
 

1. Read God’s Word. 
 

“Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not 
live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.'" - Matthew 4:4 
(NIV)   

 
2. Hear God’s word. 
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a. Be under the preaching of God’s 
Word consistently. 

b. Listen to CD’s or MP3’s of the Word 
being preached 

 
“Consequently, faith comes from hearing the 
message, and the message is heard through 
the word of Christ.” - Romans 10:17 (NIV)   
 

3. Live God’s Word. (James 1:22 NIV)  Do 
not merely listen to the word, and so 
deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

 
4. Share God’s Word with others.  
 
The Gospel means, “Good News.” Today 
more than ever people need good news 
and you have to share it. 
 
5. Learn to speak God’s Word. 
 
Moses told Joshua not to let God’s Word 
depart from the mouths of His people. 
There is something powerful about the 
spoken word. When God spoke, things 
happened. He spoke and there was light 
(Genesis 1). 
 
6. Ask God to increase your faith. 
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James 4:2 says, “you do not have, because 
you do not ask God.” 
 

7. Get involved in your local church. 
 

One of the best ways I have seen people grow 
in their faith is to get involved in the local 
church ministry. There are plenty of 
opportunities in every church to contribute in a 
significant way. In fact, God needs your help 
to accomplish all that He wants to do in this 
world. Part of God’s Divine plan is for you to 
play a vital role in the ministry of His church. 
He has gifted you with certain talents that are 
needed. It may be musical, administrative, 
theatrical, writing, building or just about 
anything. God has given you something so 
you can contribute in the work and ministry of 
His church.  
 
Here at Northside City Church we want 
everyone to be involved. We believe that, 
“every member is a minister.” Not everyone is 
a pastor but everyone is a minister.  A minister 
is simply one who serves. We have developed 
a process to help you grow in your faith as 
well as open new and greater opportunities to 
be involved. We are committed to equipping 
people to share in this great work that God 
has called us to do. 
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How To Overcome Temptation 
 

Now let’s look a little at our battle with 
temptation through the life of Jesus. 
Immediately after Jesus was, “baptized with 
the Holy Spirit,” He was led, by the Spirit, into 
the desert to be tempted. He was baptized 
with the Holy Spirit so He could have the 
power to overcome: 
 
1.The world  
 
2.Satan. 
 
3.Temptation in three major areas. Those 

same three areas we are tempted in as 
well. Go ahead and read the account: 
Matthew 3:13-17 (what was happening? 
Jesus was being baptized in the Holy 
Spirit—Go to John 1:32-33 He explains 
what was happening).   Why was Jesus 
Baptized in the Holy Spirit? Read on in 
Matthew 4 (to overcome temptation). 

 
The 3 areas of Satanic attack on Jesus: 

Matthew 4:1-11. 
 

a. Lust of the flesh - things that appeal to our 
fleshly appetites. 
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b. Pride of life - things that appeal to our pride. 
 

c. Lust of the eyes- things that appeal to our 
eyes. 

 
This parallels exactly what Eve went through 
in her time of temptation (Genesis 3:6): 
 

• She saw the food was good for food - 
lust of the flesh 

• It was pleasing to the eye - lust of the 
eyes  

• It was desirable for God-like wisdom -
pride of life 

 
These 3 areas are powerful tools of Satan to 
especially war against the men of today, even 
good solid Christian men! What power do we 
have over temptation if we are not baptized in 
the Holy Spirit? I don’t know about you, but I 
need all the power I can get. The thing about 
temptation is that it’s tempting! Yes, we have 
the Word but what gives power to the Word? 
The Spirit! What gave power to God’s Word 
when He said, “Let there be light?”  The Spirit. 
He was hovering, waiting for the Word to 
release Him for action! (Genesis 1:2) Jesus is 
the personification of the Word - (read the 
book of John) His power came from the Holy 
Spirit! (Matthew 3:13-17). 
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Remember, God has called you to be an over-
comer! Not a loser! You are a winner-not a 
quitter! You are an over-comer. How? 
Through the Word and the Spirit. 
 
“I write to you, fathers, because you have 
known him who is from the beginning. I write 
to you, young men, because you are strong, 
and the word of God lives in you, and you 
have overcome the evil one.” - 1 John 2:14   
 
“I write to you, fathers, because you have 
known him who is from the beginning. I write 
to you, young men, because you are 
strong,(why) and the word of God lives in you, 
(and because the word lives n you) and you 
have overcome the evil one.” - 1 John 2:14   
 
What gives life to the Word?... The Spirit. 
 
“He has made us competent as ministers of a 
new covenant—not of the letter but of the 
Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life.” - 2 Corinthians 3:6 

 
Let's look at what Revelation teaches about 
overcoming. 
 

Revelation 12:3-9  “Then another sign 
appeared in heaven: an enormous red 
dragon with seven heads and ten horns 
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and seven crowns on his heads.  His tail 
swept a third of the stars out of the sky and 
flung them to the earth. (this of course is 
speaking of Satan when he took 1/3 of the 
angels from heaven)The dragon stood in 
front of the woman who was about to give 
birth, so that he might devour her child the 
moment it was born.  She gave birth to a 
son, a male child, who will rule all the 
nations with an iron scepter. And her child 
was snatched up to God and to his throne.  
The woman fled into the desert to a place 
prepared for her by God, where she might 
be taken care of for 1,260 days.  And there 
was war in heaven. Michael and his angels 
fought against the dragon, and the dragon 
and his angels fought back.  But he was 
not strong enough, and they lost their place 
in heaven.  The great dragon was hurled 
down—that ancient serpent called the 
devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world 
astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his 
angels with him.” 

 
Notice the letters of Satan - you rearrange the 
letters a little and you have Santa—just 
kidding! I’m just making sure you’re still 
awake. 
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4 Names That Characterize Satan 
 

1. Great dragon = speaking of his power - the 
devil does have some power, in and of 
ourselves we are no match for him. But 
with God we have all power over him. 
 
Smith Wigglesworth a powerful healing 
evangelist tells of the time he was in 
darkest Africa and awakened one night by 
a huge storm that came over their camp, 
torrential winds of hurricane force, thunder 
and lightning – he rolled over on his bed 
and in the rocking chair across the room 
sat the devil - he looked at him and said, 
“Oh, it’s only you,” and he went back to 
sleep! 

 
He knew that because God was with him 
there was no need to fear. 
 
2.  Ancient serpent = speaking of his nature -

crafty, evil, slick, deceptive - Genesis 3:1 
“Has God really said?”  He is the guy who 
wants us to question God’s Word, Love, 
faithfulness, etc. 

 
3.  Devil = what he does—false accuser - he is 

your only accuser. He is the one who tries 
to condemn you for your sins. But don’t 
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worry… God doesn’t pay him any mind. 
 

4.  Satan = who he is - the enemy of God 
 

Satan is not some comic book figure—He is 
real - a real being. And he hates you with a 
passion because he hates God and you are 
God’s chosen people. His mission is to lead 
the whole world astray—to overcome the 
world! 
 
“Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
“Now have come the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God, and the authority 
of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, 
who accuses them before our God day and 
night, has been hurled down. (to the earth) 
They (the believers) overcame him by the 
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony; they did not love their lives so 
much as to shrink from death.”                         
- Revelation 12:10-11   
 
If you have been at war with Satan or his 
demons and you may feel like David did in 
Psalm 146 when He cried out to God for help 
because he was getting overpowered. His 
enemy was just too strong for him. Maybe you 
feel like the enemy is just too strong for you. 
Can I say that God is your refuge? - He is an 
ever-present help in times of trouble. He is 
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here for you today and he cares for you. 
When the devil starts to bother you and wreak 
havoc all around causing storms of life to 
break out all around you, be like Smith 
Wigglesworth: roll over and say, “It’s only 
you!” Pay no attention to the devil and go on 
about your business - resist him and he will 
flee! For God Almighty is with you! You can 
slay the giant just like David did with five 
smooth stones - JESUS. 
 
There is a powerful verse in Revelation which 
shows us how to overcome Satan, his wicked 
schemes and his temptations. God is so good 
in the fact that He doesn’t leave us alone-He 
gives us His Spirit - for we are no match in 
and of ourselves for the devil. But then He 
also gives us the plan of attack on how to 
defeat and overcome, every temptation. And, 
my friends, temptation does come---In all 
shapes and in a variety of sizes. 
 
Overcoming doesn’t mean you never fail; it 
just means you never give up; you forget 
what’s behind and press towards the mark, as 
the Apostle Paul put it in the book of 
Philippians. 
 
If people can overcome without God, how 
much more so can you and I live as over-
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comers with the help of God through the 
power of His Spirit!! 
 
In Romans 7 we see Paul admitting that he 
was always messing up or losing battles but 
he never quit---he always pressed on.  
 
Did you know? 
 

 It took Thomas Edison over 900 
failed attempts before he was 
successful at inventing the light bulb. 
 

 His teachers also said he was too 
stupid to learn anything. 
 

 Teachers also described Albert 
Einstein as mentally slow, unsociable 
and forever adrift in his foolish 
dreams. 
 

 An expert said of Vince Lombardi, 
“He possesses minimal football 
knowledge and lacks motivation.” 

 
 
Here is how the Bible teaches us to 
overcome.  We find it in Revelation 12: 
 
1.  By the blood of the lamb - the very first 

step in defeating Satan is to become a 
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born again Christian. One cannot defeat 
the devil and his angels without God 
and without being on God’s side. You 
must be born again, born of the spirit of 
God! You must be sure you are born 
again; otherwise you don’t have a leg to 
stand on! There is power in the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ!  

 
When I first became a Christian it seemed to 
be a constant thing that we sang about the 
blood. 
 
“There is power, power wonderworking power 
in the Blood, of the Lamb.” 
 
“O the blood of Jesus, O the blood of Jesus, it 
washes white as snow!!!” 
 
The truth is Satan is defeated by and because 
of the blood of Jesus Christ! We also prayed a 
covering over people, “pleading the blood of 
Christ.” Folks, we have so many tools (for lack 
of a better word) at our disposal: 
 

 The Word 
 The Spirit 
 The Prayers 
 The Church 
 The Blood 
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The reason we are alive today is because 
of the Blood of Jesus - otherwise God would 
have gotten rid of the earth completely. 
 
The reason I am alive today is because of the 
shed Blood of Jesus Christ! Boy, I remember 
the day I came to know Christ, do you? I 
remember the battle over my life and then the 
release, the release of guilt, the release of my 
sins, I felt the weight just lift right off of me. My 
life was radically changed and my eternal 
destiny dramatically changed from hell to 
heaven and only because of the shed blood of 
Jesus Christ. If you are a Christian, it didn’t 
come without a price - it cost Jesus His Blood! 
You’re a Christian because God loves you so 
much that Jesus shed his blood for you, 
defeating sin, Satan and death! The power of 
the blood is that it has the power to buy back 
your life from Satan to God. 
 
2.  By the word of our testimony - What is our 

testimony? Yes, it may be our personal 
testimony of what God has done in our 
lives. But the Bible defines clearly what our 
testimony is:  
 
“And this is the testimony: God has given 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  
He who has the Son has life; he who does 
not have the Son of God does not have 
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life.” - 1 John 5: 11-12    
 
Our testimony is the message of Jesus - 
it’s telling others about what Jesus did on 
the cross of Calvary for you and for them. 
Somehow it is God’s way that by telling 
people the Gospel you defeat the enemy of 
God in your own life and in the lives of 
others. One reason I think there is such a 
stigma of fear in the lives of Christians to 
preach the gospel is because Satan knows 
this is an effective means of his defeat. If 
he can put the fear of ministering the 
gospel in your hearts, his defeat in and 
through our lives is severely limited! See, 
we have to get busy in preaching the 
gospel! You have just as much 
responsibility in telling others about Christ 
as I do as a pastor because its our duty as 
Christians. 
 

I learned early on as a youth pastor that taking 
kids on a foreign mission trip to get them to 
preach the gospel was one of the most 
powerful things we did as a group. 
 
At their home territory teens had an image to 
live up to but in a foreign country it didn’t 
make a difference. So these teens would be 
fierce in their preaching. They would go 
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anywhere and preach to anyone and pray for 
anyone! 
 
A young Christian teenager walked into a 
store that sold demonic paraphernalia. She 
walked right up to the cashier told him about 
Jesus and he gave his life to Jesus! 
 
Most of the time no one wanted to leave the 
mission field because they experienced 
something of God that they never experienced 
before, and many of these kids were 
experiencing a spiritual victory in their own 
lives! 
 
Some of the results of that missionary trip: 
       

a. One girl was delivered from 
demon oppression. 

b. Many were baptized in the Holy 
Spirit. 

c. Many overcame fear. 
d. Many gained new confidence in 

themselves. 
e. Many gained a new confidence in 

God. 
f. Faith levels grew radically. 

 
All this happened because these young 
people preached the gospel; the devil doesn’t 
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like to hang around when all you talk about is 
Jesus! 
 
3.  Not loving our lives - speaks of unselfish 

living-they died to themselves—they lived 
for God and not themselves. 

 
A man spoke with the Lord about heaven and 
hell. The Lord said to the man, "come, I will 
show you hell." They entered a room where a 
group of people sat around a huge pot of 
stew. Everyone was famished, desperate and 
starving. Each held a spoon that reached the 
pot, but each spoon had a handle so much 
longer than their own arm that it could not be 
used to get the stew into their own mouths. 
The suffering was terrible.  
 
"Come, now I will show you heaven," the Lord 
said after a while. They entered another room, 
identical to the first - the pot of stew, the group 
of people, the same long-handled spoons. But 
there everyone was happy and well 
nourished.  
 
"I don’t understand," said the man. "Why are 
they happy here when they were miserable in 
the other room and everything was the 
same?"  
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The Lord smiled, "Ah, it is simple," he said. 
"Here they have learned to feed each other." 

 
The truth is we are all tempted but it’s 
important to know that God always gives us a 
way of escape. 

 
“No temptation has seized you except what is 
common to man. And God is faithful; he will 
not let you be tempted beyond what you can 
bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can stand up 
under it.” - 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV)   

 
God’s mercy and forgiveness are also always 
with us. 

 
“It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not 
consumed, because his compassions fail not.” 
- Lamentations 3:22 (KJV)   

 
“They are new every morning: great is thy 
faithfulness.” - Lamentations 3:23 (KJV)   

 
Remember, God is a loving and forgiving God. 
He is not waiting for us to mess up so He can 
condemn us. That is not the character and 
nature of God. On the contrary, God goes to 
the extreme to show us His love and His 
mercy. God loves you to the extreme! God 
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also has an amazing plan for your life, go 
check out Jeremiah 29:11. 
 
For more information just contact Northside 
City Church. 
 

www.northsidecitychurch.com 
 


