Every year, Morris would say, "Esther, I’d like to ride in that helicopter."
Esther always replied, " I know Morris, but that helicopter ride is $50 dollars and
$50 dollars is $50 dollars." One year later, Esther and Morris went to the fair.
Morris said, "Esther, I'm 85 years old. If 1 don't ride that helicopter now, 1 might
never get another chance." Esther replied, "Morris, that helicopter is $50 dollars
and $50 dollars is $50 dollars." The pilot overheard the couple. He said, "folks,
I'll make you a deal. I'll take the both of you for a ride. If you can stay quiet for the
entire ride and not say a word, I won't charge you! But if you say one word, it's $50
dollars." Morris and Esther agreed -- and up they went. The pilot did all kinds of
fancy maneuvers. But not a word was heard. He did his daredevil tricks over and
over again, but still not a word. When they landed, the pilot turned to Morris. He
said, "by golly, I did everything I could to get you to yell out, but you didn't. I'm
impressed!" Morris replied, "Well, I was going to say something when Esther fell
out, but $50 dollars is $50 dollars."

This morning [ want to talk about money- what God’s Word teaches about money.
This is a two part series followed by a 5 week Growth track to help you in your
finances. If you are having difficulty in your finances you need to sign up for this
track, for your sake and your family! It’s a no brainer for you! So let’s talk about
money! I’'m going to do something in this 2 part series that is unprecedented in
church history so make sure you come back next week!

The fact is:

Many well meaning Christians think that money is bad, it’s evil and God doesn’t
want us to have it. I’ve studied sermon after sermon after sermon and most of them
tell you how evil money is and it’s not. They use scriptures such as:

"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and
Money. (Mat 6:24 NIV)

And that’s true, but doesn’t mean that money can’t serve you- or go to work for
you!

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money,
have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. (I Tim
6:10 NIV)



Money is the root of all evil. No it says the love of money is the root of all kinds of
evill Money in and of itself is not evil. It’s a tool. When you love money more
than anything else that’s when it becomes a problem. When money is first in your
life, problem. Money is a truth teller- it’s an indicator of where your heart is. You
were not created to serve money, money was created to serve you! Money is an
extremely uncomfortable subject. People would rather talk about their sex life
before they talk about the checkbook.

Howard Stern who is wide open about his sex life, when asked how much money
he makes clammed up and didn’t want to talk about it- it was too personal!

However God talks about money quite a bit:

How much God talks in the Bible about???:

« Baptism: 40 verses Faith: 350 verses
o Prayer: 275 verses Love: 650 verses

« Finances/Material Possessions/Wealth: 2,350 verses

Let’s bring it closer to home...Did you know?

The average American household with at least one credit card has nearly $9,200 in
credit card debt. Many are 13-$15,000 or more in credit card debt and paying
minimum payments...If you make monthly minimum payments on a $3000 credit
card™ balance, it will take you 32% vyrs to pay it off. *18%

e The ave person spends $1,500 for every $1,000 they earn.

e 70% of Americans are living paycheck to paycheck.

o BusinessWeek says that total household debt in the US was more than 100%
of our disposable annual income last year. Now that is scary.

e The total consumer debt is at 1.7 trillion dollars. (You can visualize a trillion
dollars as a stack of $1000 bills placed one on top of the other, flat side on
top of flat side, reaching 67 miles high.)

e The average consumer carries 8 cards and 20% of cards are maxed out.

e There were 1.3 million credit card holders declaring bankruptcy last year.

e Bankruptcies have exceeded 1 million per year every year for at least 7 years
now.



e The IRS tells us that 85% of those reaching age 65 do not have $200 in the
bank and that 87% retire on less than $250 per week for life.
e 50% of all divorces are money related

Something is obviously going seriously wrong in our country. More and more
people are spending than they make each month. And it’s a dangerous trend — for
each person as well as for our country.

It’s Estimated that well over 2 million possibly 3 will lose their homes due to the
sub-prime problem. Freddie Mac states that, in the subprime market, 1 in 13 homes
are candidates for foreclosure. Which greatly affects our economy, our
neighborhoods, cities, counties and ultimately our nation- trickle effect fast.

To boost the economy the administration i1s proposing a stimulus package that was
being held up in the senate, now signed and approved as of Friday, where tax
payers will receive cash back (an advance on next years taxes), the one big
problem, of many, is the gas prices. Everything is up because the gas prices are
way too high. Gas prices affect everything. Milk, food, to airfares, mail,
everything. So our money that we get back really is going back to the oil moguls
who are laughing all the way to the bank. When the economy takes a hit people
everywhere start throwing around the “R” word- recession and people start
panicking. That’s all the bad news.

The Good news is:

e We live in the greatest nation in the history of our world, despite our
problems.

e Ifyou live in this country and are on welfare you are better off than 98% of
the people in third world countries.

e We spend more on one day during the Christmas season than the average
income for the rest of the world.

e We live in the most prosperous time in the history of our world!
e There is an abundance of blessing out there waiting to be grabbed.
e There is an abundance of finances that are out there waiting.



One author writes:

We are living in the greatest time in all of human history. More people are
becoming wealthy today starting from nothing than ever before imagined.
According to Brian Tracy there are more than 7 million millionaires in America,
most of them self made, and the number is growing by 15 to 20 percent each
year.

The best part of this is that virtually everyone starts with nothing. More than 90
percent of all financially successful people started off broke or nearly broke. The
average self made millionaire has been bankrupt or nearly bankrupt 3.2 times.
Most wealthy people have failed many times before they finally found the right
opportunity that they were able to leverage into financial success.

Even in times of economic uncertainty we are the most blessed nation in the
world! That’s a gift from God!

How To Be blessed during uncertain times:

These are things I learned and put into practice when we started the Kids Going
Bananas and 2 years later we started the church. I’m not financial expert, yet! My
thought is why God shouldn’t bless you and me financially? People in the Bible
from Moses to Job to King David to Ruth to Peter were blessed financially.

When my wife and I began the KGB- we had $500 to our name-if that. And we put
these principles from God’s Word into practice and here we are 8 years later.

1. Don’t worry

“Don’t worry... Your heavenly Father already knows what you need, and He will
give it to you IF you give Him first p lace in your life AND live as He wants you
to.” Matt. 6:31-33 (LB)

God has your back. He is with you and is helping you! It’s not the end of the world
for you. Hang on, keep the faith.

When you worry you can’t think straight!
When you worry you can’t come up with answers.
When you worry you fear and get frustrated.



Worry is faith- it’s faith in the negative. It’s faith that bad things are going to
happen. What you need to do is transfer that faith to God. There’s something about
going through difficult times that helps us get our priorities right. Like Him. He
wants to be and deserves to be first place in our life. He’s not satisfied with second
or third.

He’s not satisfied with your leftovers. He wants and deserves your best- Hey He’s
God. So the first step is set the worry aside and begin to focus on God!

2. Getrid of a poverty mentality and see yourself blessed

You’d be surprised at how many people have a poverty mentality:
When we say statements like:

Money is the root of all evil (the love of money that’s the root of all kinds)
Save your money for a rainy day

Rich people get rich while the poor get poorer (we ain’t rich)

You can’t be rich and spiritual

Money doesn’t grow on trees

Money doesn’t buy happiness (my mom used to say that when we had none
and I’d say I’d sure be a lot happier if I could pay my bills)

More money brings more problems

e We can’t afford it!

We learn these things when we are young and worse we pass this mentality on to
the next generation as they were passed onto us. Some people just need to change
their thinking- they have stinkin thinkin. Your outer world is a reflection of your

inner world. For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. (Prov 23:7 NKJV)

Most of us aren’t millionaire thinkers. Most people work for money instead of
having their money working for them. Their motto is, “l owe, | owe, | owe so off
to work | go”

Example. Have you ever wondered why someone like Donald Trump can lose just
about everything, lose more and be in debt more than I have made in my lifetime.
He was in over 900 million in personal debt and 3.5 billion in business debt in the



early 90’s. By 2000 he was on top again as a billionaire! Why is that? Have you
ever wondered why do most people (70%) live from paycheck to pay check and
can never get ahead? And how people who have won the lottery just about every
single one have claimed bankruptcy within five years of winning. Thinking! It’s
their thinking. Donald Trump doesn’t think life the average Joe, he’s not
necessarily smarter, he just thinks different. He doesn’t even think like a
millionaire- that’s to small! Millionaires don’t think like the average Joe. People
who have won the lottery and lost it all- the reason they lose it is because they
don’t know how to think like millionaires- if they did know how, they’d be a
millionaire. So you have to get rid of a poverty mentality. You have to change you
thinking, start thinking big, positive and with faith!

I like the College student writes to his dad,
Dear dad, no mon, no fun, yo son
Dad writes back,

Dear Son, to bad, so sad yo dad!

3. Practice “Back to the future” thinking

without a vision the people perish Prov 29:18

What you do is project yourself forward five years. Imagine that five years has
passed and your life is now...what you dream! Dare to dream- one of the big
reasons why certain people get blessed financially I s because they have a big
dream and they set goals-goals are statements of faith! Big Hairy Audacious Goal-
Big dream is a big statement of faith!

Heb 11:6 W/out faith it’s impossible to please God- it all says God rewards
faith!

Donald Trump and Robert Kyosoka write about this in their book, Why We Want
You To Be Rich.” So does Mark Victor Hansen of Chicken Soup for the soul, in
his book, “ One Minute Millionaire.”



We talked about setting goals a few weeks ago. I hope you have taken the time to
do so. If you do not have goals then you are aiming at nothing in life-you’re
wasting your time! You are wasting one of the most precious gifts God has given
us. My 12 year old son does something unthinkable- he gets up early on weekends.
He’s the first one up we asked him why- he said life is short and I don’t want to
waste it sleeping! When he says smart things or does smart things that comes from
my genes. Don’t waste your life- it’s too precious it’s too short! If you do not
project where you want to be in 5 years someone will gladly do it for you!

4. Develop a plan (to get out of debt- to increase your finances, budget)

“Plan carefully and you will have plenty, if you act too quickly, you will never
have enough.” Prov. 21:5 (GN)

There are four things you need to know. We’ve talked about this many times but
some of you still haven’t done it yet.

What I own — assets

What I owe — debts

What I earn — income

Where it goes — where I’m spending it.

The Bible says Plan carefully- Here’s a simple plan you can use. It’s start’s with
learning how to spend a dime. I’m going to do something that’s unprecedented
in church history! I’'m going to give you money! I’'m going to give you a dime-
don’t spend it all in one place- you can now tell people NCC actually gives money
to people. At NCC we give dime! So don’t say we don’t give a dime because we
do!

10-10- 80- (Here’s your dime. We handed out dimes to everyone in the audience)

First you should be able to live off of at least 80% of your income. If you can’t you
are living above your means. You are over spending.

You don’t have to have cable or direct tv.
You don’t have to eat out.
You don’t have to have a fancy cell phone.



You don’t have to shop at the mall.
You don’t need that daily $5 latte.

“... Stupid people spend their money as fast as they get it.” Prov. 21:20b (GN)

Ilusustration: My son was given $20 when he was about 7 or 8 and he said he
wanted to get a video game so I took him to best buy. He picked a game that was
$25 after much swindling on his part I reluctantly said I would give him the extra
$5. We went to the cashier to pay for the game-he gave the cashier his 20 and all I
had was a 20. Immediately I could see Jerry’s mind churning and working and |
knew what he was thinking. There is going to be $15 change and he thought he
was going to get it. The cashier reached to give back the change, his little hand
went up to receive only to be intercepted by my hand. As we walked back to the
car, I noticed he was upset, I said whats wrong...He broke into a sob and said I’'m
Pooor- I’ve got no money and now I’'m pooooor! AHHHHH! He cried for an hour!
He since learned to save his money.

5. Become a financial expert-Get all the information you can about money
(become and expert- study other successful people- you don’t have to
reinvent the wheel)

Wisdom is the principal thing, Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get
understanding. (Prov 4:7 NKJV)

Of what use is money in the hand of a fool, since he has no desire to get wisdom?
(Prov 17:16 NIV)

TRUTH: You can learn anything you need to learn to become anyone you
want to become, to achieve anything you want to achieve.

The information is out there. You don’t have to reinvent the wheel. If you want
to be successful at anything chances are there is someone out there already doing
what you want to do. Find out what they do and do it. Success leaves clues. Find
out what the wealthy people do and do it. There all are kinds of great books written
by Christian and non-Christian authors. Many say the same thing. I discovered
something a few short years ago that is was ok to study money and in fact it’s a
smart or wise thing to do according to the bible. Why would or should God bless
me financially if [ am foolish with it.



Of what use is money in the hand of a fool, since he has no desire to get wisdom?
(Prov 17:16 NIV)

So if [ want to be blessed financially 1’d better start getting some wisdom and
knowledge about it and open my life to be qualified for God’s blessing. The
knowledge is there you have to go on the quest and get it. If you want it bad
enough you’ll do it otherwise don’t you dare gripe or complain. Don’t complain
about something you’re not willing to fix. Nothing fires me up then when people
gripe and complain about the bad things going on in their life and they aren’t
willing to do anything about. I want just want to slap them! Or when people blame
everything else for their negative circumstances- waa waa waa. Get up! Grow up!
And stop blaming everyone else,. Stop envying everyone else and grab the bull by
the horns and make something happen for your life.

6. Work hard- do what you have to do so that you can do what you want to
do- if you want what you never had you have to do what you’ve never done

All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty. (Prov 14:23
NIV)

You can’t sit on the couch getting fat and expect God to bless you financially. Get
out there and work hard. Donald Trump said, “The harder I work the luckier [
get!” When we had the dream of starting the church we knew we had to do what
we needed to do first so that eventually we can do what we want to do-the Church.
We had to do KGB. We had to work hard to get it going. The hardest thing is to get
something started-it requires extreme dedication and hard work. The space shuttle
uses more fuel in its lift off than at any other point. The point is you have to do
what have to do so that you can eventually do what you want to do.

7. Live like no other so you can live like no other

“... Stupid people spend their money as fast as they get it.” Prov. 21:20b
(GN)

“The wise man saves for the future, but the foolish man spends whatever he

gets.”
Pr. 21:20 (LB)



According to Social Security records, 85 out of 100 Americans have less than $250
when they reach age 65. The average Japanese person saves 25% of his income.
The average European saves 18% of his income. The average American — 5%.
Why? Because we’re living for today. And we’re keeping up with the Jones’.

“Money that comes easily disappears quickly, but money that is gathered little
by little will grow.” Pr. 13:11 (NCV)

If you are struggling financially or not if you live like no other as Dave Ramsey
says:

Eat beans and rice for a while

Get rid of cable TV (and not to get direct TV)
Stay away from restaurants

Stay away from the mall

Determine what you need live that way so you can pay off your debt. If you do this
long enough and save for your future and get out of debt and possibly double up on
your mortgage payments and pay it off early. Eventually you will be able to live
like no other because you are debt free.

Here’s the problem:
Rick Warren calls it this The Great American Disease. Four stages.

Stage one — Your yearnings exceed your earnings. That’s going to happen
the rest of your life. You will always want more than you can afford.

Stage two — You go out and buy it anyway and you get overextended and
into debt.

Stage three — You have to hustle constantly now to make ends meet because
you’re over extended.

Stage four — Home life begins to deteriorate because everybody’s
exhausted, anxious, and irritable. And absentee parents are so busy making a
living they don’t have time to make a life.



I’ve said it so many times. Kids don’t need more things. They need parents. They
need you. They need your time. They don’t need the latest gizmo. We rationalize
this hectic, hurried, hustling lifestyle where everybody’s working as fast as they
can to make ends meet and say, “It’s only temporary.” Who are you kidding? It is
not temporary. It has become a personal long-term lifestyle because your
yearnings will always exceed your earnings. So you’re always going to be wanting
more and more and more and you’re never going to be catching up. About the
time you figure out that doesn’t work the kids are going to be gone.

8. Honor God

To preach this point we have a family who have practiced this principle and watch
what God has done.

“Bring to My storehouse a full tenth of what you earn ... Test Me in this, says the
Lord. I will open the windows of heaven for you and pour out all the blessings you
need.” Mal. 3:10 (NCV)

“On every Lord’s Day each of you should put aside something from what you have
earned during the week, and use it for this offering. The amount depends on how
much the Lord has helped you earn.”

1 Cor. 16:2 (LB)

He says right off the top. He says I'll take care of all your needs if you put Me
first. God says the first ten-percent of all you make comes back to Me. Why ten
percent? Beats me! He could have said 20, 30, 50, 90%. Obviously God doesn’t
need your money. So why does God say, do this? Because He wants what it
represents, your heart.

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Mat 6:21 NIV)

“The purpose of tithing is to teach you always to put God first in your lives.”
Deut. 14:23 (LB)

According to the Bible the indicator of a person’s heart is where their money is
going. You cannot expect God to bless your finances if you don’t give to God first.
God never blesses disobedience. He blesses obedience. Do you reward your kids



when they do wrong? Of course not. You reward them when they do well and
when they do right! So does God.

10- 10- 80 plan (this is the first goal)

Give the first 10% to God
Save 10%
Live off the rest

Then grow to 10-10-10-70

10% to God

10% to savings

10% to investing

70% to live on and give offering from time to time.

My goal has always been to give as much as I can to God. You cannot outgive
God. I’ve tried; He always wins that game. Secondly, we try to live off as little as
possible. Third we’ve invested in real estate. We have several renters who pay the
mortgage and those houses eventually serve as our retirement.

This 1s God’s plan for your finances.



