Passionate Follower of Jesus Christ
Deploying My Mission

Tonight we are in the third part of this exciting series called the purpose
driven life. So far, we have seen that our very first purpose is:

1. To know and love God back- that’s called worship

2. To be connected with the family of God and to love the family of
God- That’s called fellowship

3. Made For A Mision

“In the same way that you gave Me a mission in the world, I give them a
mission in the world.” John 17:18 (Mes)

What we see from God’s Word tonight is that each of us are made for a
mission:

We each have a unique mission that only you or I could fulfill. But then we
also have a common mission. I will do a whole separate series on our
personal unique mission-tonight my focus will be on our common mission!

That mission-mission possible- is the same mission that The Father Gave the
Son- Jesus.

“In the same way that you gave Me a mission in the world, I give them a
mission in the world.” John 17:18 (Mes)
**“As the Father has sent Me, I am sending you.” John 20:21 (NIV)

Well what 1s that mission- the mission that we are made for-our common
mission: (The answer is found in Acts 20:24)

“The most important thing is that [ complete my mission, the work that the
Lord Jesus gave me - to tell people the Good News about God’s grace.”
Acts 20:24 (NCV)



MY 3" PURPOSE IS TO Share the Good News

**“You will be My witnesses(not a prosecutor, or a defense attorney, or even
a salesman-but a witness-someone who shares what they saw, heard or

experienced) in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.” Acts 1:8 (NIV)

**%. “Jerusalem” = the people closest to me
**. “Judea/Samaria” = people near but different from me

**. “Ends of the earth” = everybody else!

**“This was God'’s plan for all of history which He carried out through
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Eph. 3:11 (GW)

So our mission-our God given mission together- as the family of God is to
reach out to others and share the Good News!

Here’s the amazing thing about it-Jesus started this mission when He came
to earth. But He’s chosen you and me to complete the mission!

God has an amazing confidence in us-doesn’t he?

God doesn’t have a plan B- we it! We are God’s plan for this mission- we
are all made for this mission!

How do we fulfill the mission-this third purpose of our life?

COMPLETING MY MISSION
1. IMUST SHARE _With Those In My WORLD.

Those around me. Share with those in my world.

There was a man who came to Jesus one time and Jesus healed Him and then
the guy wanted to travel with Jesus. Jesus said, No I don’t want you to do
that. I want you to Go back home..



“Go back home and tell people how much God has done for you.’ So the
man went all over town telling how much Jesus had done for him.”  Luke
8:39 (NCV)

Jesus says the same to you the moment you become a believer. He says I
want you to go back home:

Tell your friends

Tell your neighbors

Tell your relatives

Tell anybody who crosses your path
Y our co-workers
The paperboy, The Fed ex person

He says tell everyone around you- this is where your mission starts! The
people closest to you.

Now why don’t we do that? Why do we delay? Why do we put it off?

Because of a myth?
The myth that says people really aren’t interested in spiritual matters.

That’s a big fat myth- nothing could be further from the truth, but many
people buy into that lie-that they’re just not interested!

In fact, in every single poll and every survey taken in the last 2-3 years
shows that Americas interest in spiritual issues is going up not down—
because of the various things that have happened in our world!

George Gallup took a survey recently. He discovered that 65 million
Americans have no church home.

But he discovered that 34 million of those Americans said, “I would go to
church if somebody invited me.” Thirty-four million are just waiting for an
invitation. My guess is that some of those people work with you, live with
you. They’re your friends, your neighbors, or your relatives.

And another one: Gallup discovered that teenagers in 2002 would rather talk
about God and spirituality than sex, drugs or music.



Opportunities for you to share the good news are all around you. They’re
staring at you in your face every single day. You just have to be ready for
them and take advantage. 1 know a manicurist that when she has a captive
audience a foot and a half away from her every day tells them about the
Lord. I know an eye doctor who put the four spiritual laws on an eye chart
in his office. “Read that first line: God loves you and has a plan for your
life.” 1 know a guy who’s a wallpaper hanger, quite a good one. When he
finishes his job he says, now that you’ve seen my side job. Let me take five
minutes and tell you about my real job.” And he shares the good news.

There are opportunities all around you. You just have to be persistent.

There are thousands of ways that you can share the good news.

You could give someone a tape or a book

--invite one of those 34 million people that are waiting for an invitation
to go to church
--You can brag about your church- you can enthusiastically talk about your
church to others!—To the point where they say I’ve got to check this out!
--We are also putting together some invitation cards that you can use to
invite people- I’ll talk about that later
--If they have children, you can tell them about Kids Going Bananas-
aftercare-summer camp or kids church-
--You could send emails
--You can pray for opportunities and then seize those opportunities to
engage in a spiritual discussion- by the way you don’t have to know all the
answers-God doesn’t expect you to- He will help you in what to say- if
something comes up that you can’t answer just say Hey I’ll get back to you
about that one!

And then ask someone?

The point is there are thousands of ways to share with those in our world-
God just wants us to do it!

Why?

“...God does not want anyone to be lost, but He wants all people to change
their hearts and lives!” 2 Peter 3:9 (NCV)



2. IMUST DARE _To Reach Beyond MY WORLD.

I have to break out of my personal comfort zone and dare to reach beyond
my world to people with different backgrounds, languages, economic and
educational backgrounds.

Our mission is so important it has eternal consequences-heaven and hell- we
have to do anything to take risks to get the message out-this involves getting
out of our comfort zones!

“I was hungry, and you fed Me. I was thirsty, and you gave Me a drink. 1
was a stranger, and you invited Me into your home. [ was naked, and you
gave Me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for Me. I was in prison, and

you visited Me.” Mt. 25:35-36 (NLT)

I’m not going to kid you. If you accept your mission in this world to be a
loving person and help those who are helpless around you it’s going to cost
you. It’s going to cost you time. It’s going to cost you energy. It’s going to
cost you effort. It’s going to cost you money. It may cost your privacy at
some times. But the rewards are eternal. God has promised that if we would
act like Christ would act on this earth and if we would care about those who
nobody else cares about God says I will reward you in amazing ways forever
and ever in eternity.

Jesus replied, “Let me assure you that no one has ever given up anything...
for love of Me and to tell others the Good News, who won't be given back, a
hundred times over...”

Mark 10:29 (LB)

You know what a hundred times over is? That’s a ten thousand percent
return on your investment. Nobody in the world is going to give you those
kind of rates. God says you will not give up anything on earth to help the
poor, hurting, lonely, unloved people and to share the good news anything
you do, you’re going to be given a ten thousand percent reward in heaven.
What you do for Jesus Christ is not in vain.

To share my mission around the world — the one that God has given me — I
have to start at home, I must share with my own world then I must dare to
reach beyond my world. But even that’s not enough.



3. IMUST CARE __About The Whole WORLD.

Because God cares about the whole world. This involves praying for it!
Helping in any way.

Most people think--change the world—right- I can’t change the world!
You can change the world for one person- you can change someone’s world!

Jesus said to His followers, “Go everywhere in the world, and tell the Good
News to everyone.” Mark 16:15 (NCV)

Notice He says, “I want you to go everywhere, because everybody deserves
to hear the good news.” This used to be impossible. When Jesus said it to
these disciples it was physically impossible for them to go to the whole
world. There weren’t even the ships available to come to other continents.
In those days you could walk or you could ride a donkey. Or maybe a
camel. But that was it. Today we’ve got planes, trains and automobiles.
We’ve got ships and we’ve got taxis and we have buses. And we have
telephones and fax machines. And now we’ve even got the Internet, which
has made the world so much smaller because it puts the world at your
fingertips. You can sit at home and communicate to the other side of the
world sitting in your pajamas in your bedroom.

It’s never been easier to fulfill your world mission obligation.

“If you insist on saving your life, you will lose it. Only those who throw
away their lives for My sake and for the sake of the Good News will ever
know what it means to really live.” Mark 8:35 (LB)

My life verse 1s Acts 13:36 “David served God’s purpose in his own time.”
I don’t know a better epitaph for life than to serve God’s purpose in your
own time. | can’t imagine a better thing on a tombstone: He served God’s
purpose in his time, in his generation. That’s what I want people to be able
to say about me when I die, that I served God’s purpose in my time. And
that’s what [ want people to say about you when you die. That’s why we are
doing this series called the purpose driven life, that you served God’s



purpose in your time. There’s nothing more important than doing what God
put you here on earth to do.

I’ve said it many times, you’ve heard me say it many times, the most
dangerous prayer you can pray is this: “God, use me.”

Do you have enough courage to say that? I dare you to say it today “God,

use me. Anyway You want to — use me. Any place, any time.” Because
little becomes much when we place it in the master’s hand.

In a moment I can going to present a challenge to this church that we have
never done before.

Some practical things that we can do to make progress in our mission-our
mission together as a church family!

But first let’s pray because we have some people who are waiting to be
baptized!

Let’s Pray:



