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LEADING LIKE JESUS 
 

Without question, the greatest leader to walk the face of this planet is none 
other than Jesus Christ. So it’s a no brainer that if we want to know how to 
be a great leader, study Jesus. 
 
This morning I want to give you the: 

 
7 RESPONSIBILITIES OF A SPIRITUAL LEADER 

John 17:1-26  
 
I believe the greatest need our world has, is the need for spiritual leaders in 
the home. 
 
Did you know that God never intended for the church to be the spiritual 
leader of your home. 
 
That’s your responsibility. 
 
God created the church to facilitate your leadership, to help you and to train 
you. That’s why if you look at messages most of them deal either directly or 
indirectly with leadership. 
 
Deut. 6:4-9 Message 
 

Deut 6:4-9 (The Message) Attention, Israel! GOD, our God! GOD the one 
and only! Love GOD, your God, with your whole heart: love him with all 
that's in you, love him with all you've got! Write these commandments that 
I've given you today on your hearts. Get them inside of you and then get 
them inside your children. Talk about them wherever you are, sitting at 
home or walking in the street; talk about them from the time you get up in 
the morning to when you fall into bed at night. Tie them on your hands and 
foreheads as a reminder; inscribe them on the doorposts of your homes and 
on your city gates. 

 
 
When dads and moms will take the reigns of spiritual leadership, great 
things begin to happen for your home. 



 2 

 
I include moms because you may be a single mom. And I have learned that 
there is nothing more powerful on earth than a momma’s prayers! 
 
If my mom couldn’t get me to do what she wanted and what I needed, she 
prayed- and God had a way of getting me to obey my mom! 
 
And she knew it too,  
 
My motor cross story- mom hated me racing, she prayed and everything 
went wrong. Years after me becoming a Christian she confessed to as to why 
I could never… 
 
Here’s the point God heard the cry of her heart, her prayer and God got 
involved, 
 

• God responded. 
• God saved the day. 
• God came through time and time again for my mom! 

 
And God will do the same for you, mom and dad! 
 
I am serving God today because my mom prayed! 
 
Pause button: When you pray God listens to you. 
 

• God hears you 
• God gets great PLEASURE in hearing you pray and answering your 

prayers! 
 

• God is extremely eager to answer your prayer! 
 
Leading Like Jesus: 
 
Let me read you the introduction to this chapter.  John 17 “After Jesus said 
this He looked toward heaven and He prayed, ‘Father, the time has come.  
Glorify Your Son, that Your Son may glorify You.  For You granted Him 
authority over all people that He might give eternal life to all those You’ve 
given Him.  This is eternal life that they may know the only true God and 
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Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  I have brought You glory on earth by 
completing the work You gave Me to do.’”   
 
Jesus says, “I have brought You glory, God, on earth by completing the 
work You gave Me to do.” 
 
The ultimate goal of life is to bring glory to God.   
 
So whatever Jesus did in this passage which He’s going to explain in just a 
minute.  He brought glory to God by doing those seven things.  And it 
makes sense that if we do the same seven things we’re going to bring glory 
to God.  Does that make sense?  So whatever Jesus did in this passage it’s 
going to bring glory to God in our lives too if we do the same seven things.   
 
It’s interesting to me that Jesus says, “I brought glory to God by completing 
the work.”  He says it’s finished.   
 
    “I have brought You glory on earth by completing (Finishing) the work 
You gave me to do.”  
 Jn. 17:4 (NIV) 
 
Anybody can start something and even start strong! 
 
Not everyone can finish! 
 
Starting is easy! 
 
Finishing and completing is a whole separate story! 
 
It’s not how you start; it’s how you finish! 
 
I know a lot of people whose had an amazing start! 
 
I know a lot of pastors whose had an amazing start but in most of those cases 
they don’t finish! 
 
Pastors whose church explode with growth. 
Business leaders who’s business took off! 
Christians who started off amazing! 
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3-6-9 months , 2, 3 years go by and/or the slightest bit of difficulty comes 
and they are gone! 
 
It’s not how you start, it’s how you finish! 
 
He who makes it to the end will be saved! 
 
John Wooden 
It's not so important who starts the game but who finishes it. 
 
Most people give up just when they're about to achieve success. They quit on 
the one yard line. They give up at the last minute of the game, one foot from 
a winning touch down. Ross Perot 
 
 
 
 
1.  HE HELPED THEM GET TO KNOW GOD. 
  
That’s the first thing.  Dads, this is your number one responsibility as a 
father, to help your children get to know God because eternity is in the 
balance – life or death, heaven or hell.  Eternity is in the balance.  It is your 
job to help make sure your kids are introduced to God. 
 
 
“I showed what You are like to those You gave Me from the world.  They 

belonged to You, and You gave them to Me.”  Jn. 17:6 (NCV)  
 
 
Circle “they belonged to You.”  I want to remind you that you don’t own 
your kids.  They belong to God.  They are not yours.  They are God’s 
children.   
 
They were God’s before.   
They’ll be God’s after.  God just loaned them to you for a period of time in 
which He wants you to parent them.  You don’t really own your kids.  They 
belong to God.  He was the one who created them.  In fact, He’s the one who 
created you.  And parenting, in fact all leadership responsibilities is really 
about stewardship.  It’s saying God, I’m the manager of what You put into 
my care. 
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Notice it says, “I showed you!” 
 
Put your pens down, get your hands and we are going to clap together- I 
will say, “1,2,3 go” and we will clap- if we do it right it will result in one 
loud resound clap! 
Ok- ready! 
 
1, 2, 3 say fast, clap, then say go! 
 
See people don’t do what you say they do what you do! 
 
You and I are showing our kids something! 
 
The question is what are we showing them! 
 
What we show them is how they will perceive God! 
 
You can say anything but what they will pick up will from what you show 
them! 
 
Dads, your children will gain their concept and understanding of God from 
you: 
 
If a dad is distant, our children will think God is distant. 
If a dad is constantly angry- we grow up thinking God is angry. 
If a dad is unpleasable- we grow up thinking God is unpleasable. 
 
Sobering thought: 
 
For right or wrong, for good or bad, whether you like it or not your 
children’s idea of God is largely determined by the kind of father you are.   
 
You may not like that, I may not like it but it’s the truth.  Your kids’ image, 
idea, conception of God is going to be largely determined by the kind of 
father you are.   
 
What is God really like?   
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 In the first place God is caring.  He’s always loving.  He’s 
unconditionally loving.  He’s compassionate.  He’s caring. 
 
 Second.  He is close.  He’s not distant.  God is not far away.  He’s not 
detached.  He’s always available.  He’s always accessible.   
 
 Three, He’s consistent.  God doesn’t have good days and bad days.  
God isn’t moody.  God isn’t capricious.  One day He slaps you and the next 
day He’s praising you.  God isn’t like that.  He’s consistent. 
 
 Fourth, God is competent.  When I bring Him my problems, He can 
handle my problems. 
 
 
 “I made You known to them, and I will continue to do so, in order that 

the love You have for Me may be in them." Jn. 17:26 (TEV)  
 
 
 
 “This is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ, the one You sent to earth.”  Jn. 17:3 (NLT) 
 
 
 
 
2.  HE TAUGHT THEM GOD’S WORD. 
 
 “I have passed on to them the words You gave Me...”  Jn. 17:8 (NLT)  
 
  “I have given them Your Word…”   Jn. 17:14 (NIV)  
 
The word of God is our foundation.  It’s what we build our lives on and our 
children’s lives on.   
 
It is the truth.   
It’s solid.   
It’s our guidebook.   
It’s our textbook.   
 
Jesus said, “When you know the truth the truth will set you free.”   
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I want my kids to be free.   
 
I don’t want them to be bound up by guilt.   
I don’t want them bound up by worry.   
I don’t want my kids to be messed up by resentment.   
 
I don’t want them to be pressured by the expectations of others.   
I don’t want them to be a slave to the fashions and trends and the therapies 
of the current moment that will be out of date tomorrow.   
 
I want my kids to be free.  There’s only one way to have your kids free.  The 
truth will set you free.   
 
When you build your life on God’s word then you live a life of genuine 
freedom.  And there is happiness and there is joy and there is passion and 
there is purpose when you build your life on God’s word. 
 
Your kids are going to build their life on something.  If it’s not the word then 
it’s going to be the world.   
 
Which of those do you think is a more solid foundation?   
 
The world’s trends, pop culture, issues of the day, or the word of God which 
is unchanging and solid and stable and builds character.  There’s no 
comparison.  You can spare your kids an awful lot of headaches and 
heartaches and heart breaks if you will teach them to rely on God’s word as 
the sole authority for their life. 
 
Parents, God expects you to be the primary teacher of His word.  That means 
you have to know it.  And for a lot of people that means catching up. 
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3.   HE PRAYED FOR THEM. 
 “I pray for them.  I am not praying for the world, but for those You have 

given Me, for they are Yours.”  Jn. 17:9 (NIV)  
 
 
 
The importance of prayer: 
 
Prayer is our lifeline to God 
Prayer is what gets the attention of Almighty God! 
God responds to our prayers! 
 
It seems God will do nothing except in response to our prayers! 
 
God is not moved just because we have a need! 
 
God moves in response to our prayers 
 
God wants us to pray for our children: 
 
How? 
 
Luke 2:52 Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and 
man. 
 

1. Wisdom-   intellectually 
2. Stature-   physically 
3. Favor w/God-  spiritually 
4. Favor w/man-  socially 

 
 
 
In light of what we have just learned from just the first three points we 

are going to launch a phenomenal campaign. 
 
FastTrack- Get on the fast track with God 
 

• 31 days spiritual campaign that everyone can be a part. 
 

• 31 days of growing closer to God together. As a church- unity! 
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We are developing a calendar for 31 days on each day we give you a 
devotion, a reading from the bible, something to fast (give up for God like a 
mean, tv, chocolate, coffee) 
 
Fasting is so important because it gives incredible spiritual power to your 
prayers (this kind comes out only through prayer and fasting) 
 
And then we will give you something to pray for (the nation, our city, our 
church etc…) 
 
And the cool thing is that this will bring incredible unity to our church-  
 
we will be reading the same thing, praying the same things, denying 
ourselves of the same thing! 
 
It will be unlike anything we’ve ever done here at NCC 
 
And look what God says when there is unity in the church: 
 
Psalm 133:1-3 How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God's people to live 
together in harmony! It is like the precious anointing oil running down from 
Aaron's head and beard, down to the collar of his robes. It is like the dew on 
Mount Hermon, falling on the hills of Zion. That is where the Lord has 
promised his blessing— life that never ends. (Good News Translation) 
 
We will begin September first, one week before our three year anniversary, 
which I believe will create great momentum going in to it and coming out of 
it for the rest of the month! 
 
We are talking about being the spiritual leaders of our homes and our 
community and our church! 
 
And we have put a program, simple steps that we can do together to grow 
closer to God!! 
 
And God’s promise is blessing and life! 
   
 

4. HE BUILT HIS CHARACTER INTO THEM. 
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 “I have given them the glory that You gave Me…” Jn. 17:22 (NIV)  
 
 “My glory is shown through them.”  Jn. 17:10 (TEV)  
 
   “…my life is on display in them.”  (Mes) 
 
 (Paul)  “Just like a mother in childbirth, I feel the same kind of pain for 

you until Christ's nature is formed in you.”   Gal. 4:19 (TEV)  
 
 
Character is who we are on the inside! 
 
People of character tell the truth even when it hurts! 
People of character don’t lie 
People of character associate with people of character! 
 
When I was a youth pastor one of the messages I preached over and over 
again was to be careful whom you associate- you become just like them! 
 
We would illustrate the point by showing people that it’s so much easier to 
pull someone down than it is to pull them up. 
 
We’d have person standing on a chair and one on the floor and have each 
pull each other at the same time and every single time the one pulling down 
overpowered the one on the floor! 
 
It didn’t matter how strong the one on the chair was, it didn’t make a 
difference they always were over powered! 
 
So our message to young people is be careful whom you choose to be your 
friends! 
 
The Bible says, 
 
(Prov 13:20 NIV)  He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion 
of fools suffers harm. 
 
(Proverbs 13:20) Become wise by walking with the wise; hang out with fools 
and watch your life fall to pieces. 
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That message is also for us: 
 
If we associate with people who constantly make foolish decisions that will 
rub off on us! 
 
You know what successful people do, they associate with other successful 
people! 
 
Winners associate with other winners! 
 
Winners don’t rub shoulders with losers! Guess why, they soon will become 
losers! 
 
And what separates winners from losers is that winners hate to lose! 
 
Losers really don’t care, if they did they would do something about it! 
 
Become wise by rubbing shoulders with wise people. 
Associate with fools and watch your life fall to pieces! 
 
See God wants us to enjoy a good life and be successful. 
 
He gives us a secret to success- hang out with wise people and you will grow 
wise! 
 
 
5.   HE GUARDED THEIR SPIRITUAL GROWTH. 
  
 
“While I was with them, I kept them safe by the power of your name...  I 

protected them, and not one of them was lost except (Judas) so the 
Scriptures would be true.” Jn. 17:12 (TEV)  

 
 “Nurture, guard, and guide the flock of God that is your responsibility … 

Not domineering as arrogant, dictatorial, and overbearing persons but 
being examples, patterns, and models of Christian living…” 1 Peter 5:2-
3 (Amp)  
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6.   HE RELEASED THEM TO SERVE GOD’S PURPOSES. 
 “As You sent Me into the world, I have sent them into the world.” Jn. 
17:18 (NIV)  
 
 “In the same way that You gave Me a mission in the world, I give them a 

mission in the world.”  Jn. 17:18 (Mes)  
 
 
 
 7.  HE MODELED COMMITMENT. 
 “For their sake I dedicate Myself completely to you, in order that they, 

too, may be truly dedicated to You.”  Jn. 17:19 (TEV)  
 
 “Now I am departing the world; I am leaving them behind and coming to 

You.  Holy Father, keep them and care for them…” Jn. 17:11 (NLT)  
 
21 qualities of a leader 


