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Breaking Out of Poverty

How would you like to make so much money that within 8 years
you could give away over 1 million dollars. And in 16 years, 2
million dollars. | have and can tell you how | did it and be blessed
beyond my wildest imagination. | own 6 residential properties and
2 commercial properties. | bought a house on b ford for 90k, sold it
for 140k bought it back for 25k made it a rental and its value
currently is near 400k. God's favor! But why?

QUICK SECRETS:

God and His church always first.
Tithe.

Strict management.

Teach others to do same.

Sow and reap.

e Love and serve Jesus.

I've beaten the odds. If | can do it, you can too. | come from an
extremely broken and fragile home. My father was killed in a car
accident when | was an infant. Years later my mom remarried and
when | was twelve my brother and | found our stepdad, who we
thought of as dad, dead on the kitchen floor. We both quickly dove
into drugs and running around the streets as my mom tried her
best to hold everything together. | was destined for destruction,
prison and even death. At 19 everything changed when |
surrendered to Jesus. | was Immediately, it seemed, called into
ministry and after a rather short season being trained in the local
church was sent out to start a new church. My wife and | had no
clue, we were broke. Kind of like David's men in the cave of
Adullam. In debt, distress and disconnected with life. (1 Samuel
22:2). Eventually we overcame and God blessed us beyond our
wildest imagination. After He is the God who can do exceedingly
abundantly above all we could ask or imagine...Ephesians 3:22
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This dissertation is about how we did it and why we were able to
breakout of extreme poverty.

“Entrepreneurial capitalism is the number one way to eradicate
poverty!” Bono

Quick Thoughts:
How the rich get richer and why you don't!

Capitalism is good- it provides an opportunity for everyone.
Socialism is evil- is designed to keep an elite few rich and everyone
else dependent- governments always lean towards socialism the
longer they are in existence. It's POWER and Wealth! (anyone who
gets rich in politics is a crook).

They end up thinking they are better, smarter, and more qualified
to handle your money-WHY? Because they know the golden rule-
"He who holds the gold makes the rules!”

They, politicians, will tell you anything they think you want to hear to
get and stay elected.

We'll give you everything free!

And to unsuspecting people that sounds great.

The problem is someone has to pay for it. They rob Paul to pay
Paul. They take it from your back pocket to put it in your front
pocket. Nothing is free! When they take it from your back pocket to
put it in your front pocket, they take some and put it in their pocket!

Not all politicians are like this, but for the most part non God
fearing ones are like that.

God didn't create you to be poor.
God's will IS for you to be financially blessed:

Here’'s how?
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1. Get free from government

Proverbs 13:23 Much food is on the fallow ground of the poor,
and for lack of justice there is waste. NKJV

“The best thing you can do for the poor is...not be one of them”
Reverend lke

“The best way | can help the poor is to teach them how not to be
poor.”
“Even as your soul prospers”

Ruth had waited patiently for her Boaz- don't settle for his relatives.
Broke-az, Po-az, Lyin-az, Cheatin-az, Dumb-az, Drunk-az, Cheap-az,
Lockedup-az, goodfornothing-az, lazy-az, and especially his third
cousin Beatinyo-az. Wait on your Boaz and makes sure he respects
yo-az-Amen!

The bad news--Mecklenburg County is the second toughest county
in the US for kids to break out of poverty.

Children born into poor families in Mecklenburg County are among
the least likely to be able to work themselves into a higher income
bracket, according to a new report released this week by a pair of
Harvard University economics professors.

Mecklenburg ranked No. 2 behind Baltimore City, Md., on the
study’s ranking of the five toughest places for kids to escape
poverty.

The report, summarized here by CNN Money, found the national
average household income for 26-year-old adults to be $26,000.

But in Mecklenburg County, individuals in that age group earn 13.8
percent less than the national average, the analysis found.
According to the study, moving children into areas of more
opportunity at a young age boosted their income as adults. CNN
noted some things that counties with higher rates of upward
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mobility have in common: less segregation by race and income,
lower levels of income inequality, better schools, lower crime rates
and more two-parent households.

The good news is you don't have to a bad statistic. You can break
out of poverty and live a prosperous life; a great life, not surviving
but thriving.

Reduce poverty according to William Galston?

Finish high school
No baby until you get married

As | said earlier, many years ago- decades, when we were sent to
start a church in Charlotte NC, we were flat broke- even in very bad
debt! It was one of the worst times of our lives. Trying to start a
church and raise a family with no money. The truth is we were very
naive-ignorant-if you will about money and ministry.

| didn't realize no money no ministry!

-Landlord expected to be paid

-Grocery stores expected to be paid

-Duke power didn't give out electricity for free

-Pizza Hut didn't deliver for free- the nerve
We kind of thought, “we do church and the money will just
magically appear.” Well, it didn't! ...We learned really quick.
There were times when we were so poor we couldn’t afford the last
two letters- we were PO- po folk- anybody ever been a PO folk. We
were so poor we'd go to KFC and lick other people’s fingers!
EWWW. We would go to a hotel one time and the wall opened, and
an old lady walked in a few minutes later out comes this hot young
lady my dad said quick go get your momma!

True stories, one day | was really down so | thought | needed
to go get a worship CD to get me out of depression. Back then,
When Christian music was coming on the scene you could turnin 5
coupons from purchased CDs. Somone gave me their coupon, so |
headed to the Christian bookstore to get a FREE worship cd. |
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picked the one | wanted. Put the CD on the counter and with a little
flair placed my coupons on the counter for my FREE CD!!l The
teenager started ringing something up -l said wo wo wo this is
FREE! She said, to my horror, “you still have to pay taxes!” |
walked away in total shame because | didn't have 42 cents to my
name!

Another humiliating time is when | had a pastor friend mentor
who | admired and had deep respect for come into town and was
planning on sleeping at my house so we could go to a pastors’
conference together...|l went to Harris Teeter to buy some bagels
and juice- 5 bucks!

In the checkout line was a young teen who was bagging groceries-
when he saw me he started screamin- HEY everyone that’s my
pastor that’s my pastor- hey that’s my pastor! | stepped up to pay
with a check 5 bucks- | didn‘t have cash- the cashier ran my check
and it was denied! Everyone saw it! Everyone knew | was a pastor!
That teen had to pay for that $5 breakfast.

The absolute worst was when | had to go to Walmart to get
something for the church. | had just enough money to pay for what
we needed. | brought my son who was about four, we walked in
and there was a big cage full of balls for ONE DOLLAR. He grabbed
one and asked if | could by it for him. |, full of shame, had to tell him
no. HUMILIATING
That was it. | was like Popeye the sailor man when he would say, |
can't stands it no more!” then eat his can of spinach and go on to
save the day. Although | didn’t have any spinach. However, | had
something better, God!

I'd had enough- God this isn‘t right- | know it's not you it's me
so | began to change my mind about money- | began to search
the scriptures and get wisdom from God’s Word, and a few
scriptures forever changed my life. The biggest thing | had to
do was to change my thinking. | discovered poverty is a
mindset. | had to replace it with a prosperity mindset.

Now | can look back and laugh but going through those extremely
difficult rimes were very hard on me.
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79% of poor people believe that wealth comes from luck. Perhaps
that is why 77% of the lotto players are working poor.

e The poverty mentality is waiting for someone to give it to me.

e The prosperous mentality is thinking, planning strategizing
and working to earn prosperity.

e Poor people constantly think about what they don't want and
who they can blame.

e Rich people think about what they want and how to get it.

To do that you must have a “Belief” in yourself, in God’s Promises,

for as a man thinketh in his heart so is he. Proverbs 23:7 (As we think
with emotion so are we, very powerful life principle).

10
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There are 7 D's everyone needs to be a success
The 7 D’s of Success

These are the 7 things you need to succeed at anything. If you don't
possess these or rather these don't possess you it's almost
guaranteed you will not succeed at anything.

“Success never happens by chance it happens by choice.”

1. Dream- You gotta have a dream. Everything starts with a
dream. The impetus of all great achievements start with
someone who had a dream. A dream gives you a purpose. A
dream gives you a reason for being and getting out of bed in
the morning. A Dream gives you life. Without a vision the
people die. Proverbs 29:18

Young men will have visions, old men dreams. Acts 2:17
Joseph had a dream. Genesis 37:5

Write the vision/dream. Make it clear. Hab 2:2-3

Now nothing they have imagined. Genesis 11:6 AMPC

Nothing that they purpose... NKJV
Nothing they plan...NAS

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us... Ephesians
3:20 NIV

Dreams are formed in our imagination.

2. Desire- You must have an intense burning desire to succeed.
When you have a desire to succeed you will GROW yourself. If
your desire is strong enough you will GROW faster than you
ever thought possible. Everything starts with desire. You don't
go to your dreams and goals you grow to them. During my
years of education, | only read one book from 1t grade until |

11
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graduated High School, “Spaceship Under the Apple Tree. |
know it because it's the only book I've ever read. When |
surrendered to Christ and discovered my purpose, | was
overwhelmed with the desire to learn and grow. Since then,
I've read thousands of books, | can't get enough. A study was
done of CEOs, and the study discovered the average CEO
earns 350% more than the average worker. They discovered
the reason too. Ave CEO reads one book per week average
worker doesn't read at all. And they wonder why they are
living paycheck to paycheck! By the way, the average
billionaire reads 2 books per week. If you want to earn more,
you MUST learn more. Everyone knows who Elon Musk is,
while everyone was playing when he was a kid, he was
reading. Intelligent people are always ready to learn. Their
ears are open for knowledge. Proverbs 18:15 NLT

"Don’t Go through life GROW through life.” Eric Butterworth

Here's a promise: Therefore, | say unto you, What things

soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them,
and ye shall have them. Mark 11:24 KJV

3. Dedication. Dedication is commitment with enthusiasm. You
must be committed with enthusiasm. Doing anything with
dedication impacts life positively. Show me someone who is
dedicated, and I'll show you a champion. Not all champions
wear a gold medal, not all successful people make the
headlines, but champions are those who do whatever it takes
to achieve their goals. When they get knocked down, they get
back up. In the "Rocky" movies, the famous line is, "It ain't
about how hard you hit, it's about how hard you can get hit
and keep moving forward."

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the
Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive
an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you
are serving. Colossians 3:23-24

12



NL

NEXT LEVEL
LEADERSHIP

4. Discipline- You must have the discipline to do something
every day to SUCCEED and GROW. Discipline is the bridge
between goals and accomplishment. Your level of success is
determined by your level of discipline. Discipline is the
foundation upon which all success is built. No discipline No
success. Motivation gets you going, discipline keeps you
going. Discipline is doing what you should do, when you
should do it, whether you feel like it or not!”

Whoever is slack in his work is a brother to him who destroys.
Proverbs 18:9

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but
only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it.
Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to
receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. So, | do
not run aimlessly; | do not box as one beating the air. But |
discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after
preaching to others | myself should be disqualified. 1
Corinthians 9:24-27

but | train like a champion athlete. | subdue my body and get
it under my control, so that after preaching the good news to
others | myself won't be disqualified.” 1 Corinthians 9:27 TPT

5. Determination- Next you must have the determination to
persist and persevere despite short-term setbacks, obstacles,
or difficulties. Determine to NEVER give up. An older man is
invited to speak at his Alma Matre, Winston Churchill. The day
finally came for Sir Winston to give what the students were
anticipating as a great speech. The moment is at hand, the
short sir Winston approaches and adjusts the microphone to
his height, scans the crowd for a man and says what will be
one of the greatest speeches ever given. A speech he learned
from leading his country through WW2. He said, Never,
Never, Never give up! Then he sat down.

"The hand of the diligent will rule, but the lazy man will be put to
forced labor" Proverbs 12:24

13
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"And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will
reap, if we do not give up" Galatians 6:9

6. Desperation. | was once asked what | attributed to the success
of our business and instantly replied without hesitation
DESPERATION! We had nothing. We were broke and broken.
We had to make this happen. Desperation is the father of
inspiration and innovation.

A laborer's appetite works to his advantage, because his hunger
drives him on. Proverbs 16:26
7. Develop. Develop your mind. Study, Think, Pray. Learn all you

can. Educate yourself. Read, Read, Read as many books as
you can on subjects relative to your leadership. Proverbs 4:5
Get wisdom, get understanding. 4:7 though it costs all you
have get understanding...Buy books and read them. Proverbs
10:14 The wise store up knowledge. You will only succeed to
the level of your thinking. Proverbs 23:7 as a man thinks in his
heart so is he. KEY to success is Keep Educating Yourself.

[ 7 D’s of Success x

1.Dream
2.Desire
3.Dedication
4.Discipline
5.Determination
6.Desperation

\ 7.Develop /

14
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Successful people have:

e Character- (see thriving in a culture of hostility message and
the end of this dissertation).

e Clarity of purpose

e Constancy to purpose

e Consistency in actions

e Courageously keep moving forward despite the obstacles

e Creatively deal with problems.

Jeremiah 29:11 prosperity always follows purpose.

Discover your purpose and relentlessly give yourself to it and
prosperity will follow on its heels. Jeremiah 29:11

Personal responsibility- you are responsible with success or failure
no one else.

Hard work- nothing good comes easy- you cannot be lazy
No short cuts or cheating the process

Character counts- honesty integrity- even if no one else is you must
Respect and honor the law- laws are meant to work for you not
against you.

Stay away from drugs and alcohol.

Remember poverty thinking is thinking that | can get something for
nothing-that is so far from the truth.

Always remember, “You get out what you putin.”

You can't expect to live off the government and expect to get out of
poverty; they don't want you out of poverty- they want you right
where you are- they give you money and they own you. It's the
golden rule, "he who holds the gold makes the rules.” They have
the power and as long as they keep doling out money to you- you

15
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will vote for them, and they stay in power and the rich-them the
government leaders get richer and everyone else gets poorer. They
are rich and you are the poor and they want it to stay that way no
matter what promise they say. The old saying is “how do you know
when a politician is lying when their lips are moving.” You don't
have to let them own you. You can create wealth and own them.

Govt has tried to take the place of God. Create dependency to stay
in power.

"Kids without a dad 5Xs are likely to be poor.” Obama.

The biggest creator of poverty is government entitlement. We
chose not to live off government when we were poor.

Don't play the race card. You play that card and you are destined
for poverty.

Money doesn't discriminate. Never has never will. It can'tit's
Inanimate.

People do, money doesn't.
What to do:

Of what use is money in the hands of a fool since He has no desire
for wisdom. Prov 17:16

Prov 14:24 The crown of the wise is their riches. But the foolishness
of fools is folly.

e Learn how money works.

e Learn how it grows.

e Learn how it is wasted or leaks.
e Learn how to multiply it.

e Learn how to master it.

16
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e Learn how to make it work for you instead of you working for
it.

Prov 13:18 Poverty and shame will come to him who disdains
correction-instruction...

13:20 He who walks with the wise will be wise but the companion of
fools will be destroyed.

13:23 much food is in the fallow ground of the poor.
13:4 the soul of the lazy man desires and has nothing. But the soul
of the diligent shall be made rich.

Common Traits of the Prosperous

Generosity...Prov 11:24-25

Labor Prov 14:23
Wisdom Prov 3:13-18; 8:12-21—-most important thing 4:7

Prov 17:16 NET Of what use is money in the hand of a fool, since he
has no intention of acquiring wisdom?

Diligent Prov 10:4 (The price of discipline is always less than the
price of regret.)

Thinking- as a man thinks so is he- 3 John 2 even as your soul
prospers.

"You might be poor, your shoes might be broken, but your mind is a
palace.” — Frank McCourt, Angela's Ashes

17
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There is no such thing as get-rich-quick. If a person happens to get
rich quickly, they end up bankrupt within 2 years like those who win
the lottery, many have chosen suicide.

They can’t handle that kind of money if they could they would not
need to play the lottery because they would have it.

Read the Parable of talents. Matthew 25:14-30

Prov 10:22 The blessing of the Lord brings wealth and He adds no
sorrow.

Gen 26:12- Then Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same
year a hundredfold; and the LORD blessed him.

Get your money in God’s legal jurisdiction-
Read the story of Eligah and the widow in 1 Kings 17:7-16

Vs 13 Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you
have said. But first make a small loaf of bread for me from what you
have and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and
your son. For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of
flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the
day the Lord sends rain on the land.”

Elijah knew for the to be miraculous provision she had to get wheat
she had in God's legal jurisdiction by giving to the man of God first.

John 14:17-21 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two
fish,” they answered. “Bring them here to me,” he said. And he
directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves
and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and
broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the
disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and were satisfied,
and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that

18
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were left over. The number of those who ate was about five
thousand men, besides women and children.

The disciples giving the lacking provision to Jesus was putting the
provision in God'’s jurisdiction and was multiplied in Jesus hands
and back to the disciples.

God can instantly turn your financial situation around, but he
won’t do it until you are ready: (Four things you need to be
ready)

You have to have the Character, so it doesn't ruin you.
You have to have the Capacity to handle it.

You have to have the Competency to manage it properly.
You have to have the Charitableness to be generous.

Of what use is money in the hands of a fool since he has no desire
for wisdom.

You have to learn to be generous. The generous always prosper.
Proverbs 11:24 Generosity brings prosperity...

Proverbs 19:17: "Every time you give to the poor you make a loan to
the Lord. Don't worry—you’ll be repaid in full for all the good you‘ve
done.”

Develop a plan

Best Financial plan to work towards- 10-10-10-70. (the less you can
live on the better, the more you give to God and others and invest

is the goal).

First step is to get to 10-10-80 as quick as you can.

19
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The tithe and the offering are the best kept secret to financial
success! The quicker you can get to this the quicker you will be on
your way to financial success.

Even though we were dirt poor we always put God and His church
first-over and above our family! Always. God was first and because
he could trust me many years ago with very little now, he has
blessed me very much and guess what He is still first and he gets a
lot more than 10%. 70-80% of my business goes to support the
church. “I never would have been able to tithe the first million
dollars | ever made if | had not tithed my first salary, which was $1.50
per week.”— John D. Rockefeller.

My paycheck doesn’t come from the church it comes from my
business. | pay myself to be the pastor because of the blessing of
God! When you are faithful with little, he can trust you with more!
When he can trust you with more, He can trust you with even more
and on and on and on! God blesses faithfulness- the Three Tests of
Faithfulness are:

Whoever can be trusted with small things can also be trusted with
big things. Whoever is dishonest in little things will be dishonest in
big things too. If you cannot be trusted with worldly riches, you will
not be trusted with the true riches. And if you cannot be trusted with
the things that belong to someone else, you will not be given
anything of your own. Luke 16:10-12

1. Test in small things

2. Testin finances

3. Test is that which belongs to someone else

The main causes of poverty: (from the Biblical perspective)
You Cannot Change Anything Around You Until You Change

Something Within You. Prosperity And Poverty Are Decisions of
The Mind.

20
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It's very hard to prosper if you do not hate poverty. Remember my
story of hating being poor- couldn't afford a free cd. Go to KFC and
lick other people’s fingers- first time we saw an elevator.

It's hard to prosper if you hate those who are prosperous- envy
never creates prosperity.

It's hard to prosper if you are unwilling to learn.

It's hard to prosper outside of God’s plan for your life- fish out of
water

It's hard to prosper expecting others to pay your way. Gov't.—you
can get by but is that what you want- Chino’s comment.

It's hard to prosper if you attack God's messengers of the prosperity
message. Touch not mine anointed. The anointing you respect is
the anointing you receive from.

It's hard to prosper if you don't believe in the word of God. Dt 8:18

It's hard to prosper you don't have a plan.

It's hard to prosper if you can't handle the burden that comes with
the blessing.

It's hard to prosper if you don't know the purpose of prosperity.
It's hard to prosper if you are not a generous person.

It's hard to prosper if you don't take personal responsibility for your
prosperity- it's yours not everyone else’s or even the government.

It's hard to prosper without working hard. God worked 6 days a

week- not 5- or 4 or part time! 6 days then rested on the 7. The
diligent will prosper.

21
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It's hard to prosper without honoring God and giving him the first
day of the week- Mt 6:33- honor the Lord with your wealth. On the
first day of the week.

It's hard to prosper if you think man can hinder your prosperity.
Nothing and no one can stop what god wants to do in your life or
God’s plan.

It's hard to prosper if you make excuses as to why you are not
prospering. It's not anyone’s fault but your own. It's not your
environment or your upbringings or who's in the Whitehouse that
determines your prosperity. It's your and God'’s. And God already
said His plant is to prosper you so all He is waiting for is you!

It's hard to prosper if you don't sow seed. Isaac sowed and reaped
in the same year 100fold. Gen 26:12

It's hard to prosper if you can't see yourself prospering. Without a
vision people perish

It's hard to prosper if you think prosperity is evil- as a man thinketh
It's hard to prosper associating with poverty minded people- walk
with the wise grow wise. You can't soar with the eagles hanging

around turkeys.

It's hard to prosper on the outside if you are not prospering on the
inside- even as your soul prospers.

It's hard to prosper with bad habits. We first make our habits then
our habits make us.

It's hard to prosper doing something you do not love what you are
doing.

It's hard to prosper if you don't manage your time well. Eph 5;15

It's hard to prosper if you do not focus. See MM notes
22
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It's hard to prosper if all you want is luxury. There are those who
pretend to be rich and have nothing. Most wealthy people | know,
drive paid for cars. Don't dress extravagantly. They are very frugal.
They are not like what we see on tv- the red carpet. That's why
many of the Hollywood elite go bankrupt. They live way to
extravagantly and end up losing everything. Very very few can
afford the overly luxurious lifestyle that's presented to us on tv. It's a
complete fabrication.

It's hard to prosper if you believe Hollywood and the media. Ps 1.
Their message is complete antichrist 100%. Practice common
sense. Their message is complete antigod-antichrist. They are not
for anyone, not even on social issues. The devil is a liar and the
father of lies and his tool is the media. The tv was created for the
church but the church foolishly rejected it and the devil took it.

People who prosper know:

e Money grows little by little.

e You can spend your life anyway you want to, but you can only
spend it once.

e It's hard to prosper when you are counting on winning the
lottery. Lottery winners go bankrupt and many have
committed suicide. They are not prepared to handle that
much wealth.

There are three universal reasons to work.
e Survive- to meet your basic living needs.
e Save-to go beyond your basic living needs and expand your
life.
e Serve-to make a contribution in the world around you.

Add Scriptures

23
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The way to break out of poverty is freedom and personal
responsibility.

Attitude 1Thes 5:16-18

Belief Mat 9:29

Get free from government (We don’t worship government, we
worship God- He is Jehovah Jireh, The God Who Provides) Psalm
146:3-5.

Get out of debt Prov 22:7 Rom 13:8

Budget- telling your money where to go instead of wondering
where it went! Prov 21:5

10-10 plans breakdown. Luke 14:28

Financial jars method (multiple streams of income) 2 Kings 4:1-7
Get wise about money and how it works.

From here to there- have a plan Psalm 20:4

Plan your work work your plan Ecc 3:1

Get a promise Jer 29:11 2 Cor 1:20

Get an idea from God. Neh 1

Change your mind about money Prov 23:7

Remember Ecclesiastes 5:19 ESV
Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and

power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this
is the gift of God.
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GOD'’S FINANCIAL PLAN

Today more than ever people are lost when it comes to our
finances. More people are in debt, discontented and in great
distress. Because of finances.

e The average person spends $1,500 for every $1,000 they
earn.
Money is very very important to people. Especially in America.

The United States is the richest nation in the history of our world.
Never have so many people lived for so well and for so long.

The US has 53% of the world’s consumer goods and 6% of the
world’s population.

If you live in this country and are on welfare you are better off than
98% of the people in Third World countries.

The average American spends $700 for Christmas gifts, and we
spend more in one day than the average income is for the rest of

the world!

At the same time the biggest issues we face usually stem from
money.

90% of all crimes are money related.
50% of all divorces are money related.

What | find interesting is that while our country is the wealthiest
nation, most people have no idea how to handle their money.

Average consumer (credit card debt- $13-$15,000)
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Most people work for money instead of having their money
working for them.

The motto is, ‘| owe, | owe, | owe so off to work | go”

Now, the Bible is truly an amazingly practical book. It has all
the answers to everything we need to know about life. Absolutely
everything, from our spiritual walk to our finances, to relationships,
to discovering our life’s purpose- we will talk about that next week,
to raising kids, to achieving success in business and on and on- it’s
practical, it's our guide to life from God. So, what does it have to say
when it comes to finances. Interestingly God’s word has more to say
about our finances than any other subject, more than faith and
more than prayer. More than 2 of the parables in the New
Testament concern money. So, exactly what does God's word says
about our finances and our Material possessions? | call them M&M's
(money and material possessions). One day | was at the store and
Jerry asked me if he could have some money so he could buy some
candy.

| said, “what do you want?” He picked a pack of M&M’s. Jeffrey got
some chewy thing-that's get's all stuck in your teethe. Samantha
picked gum. As we walked, they tore open their candy like they
hadn’t had candy in a decade! | watched Jerry eat his M&M's -I'm
not a big candy eater but | asked Jerry, Can | have some M&M's?
He said No! | responded, “Jerry just give me a couple, after all their
mine!”

My son didn’t understand three things:

1. He didn't understand the fact that | was the one who bought
the M&M'’s for him

2. He doesn't realize my strength, | am much stronger than he,
and if | wanted to | could have physically dominated him and
forcefully take back my M&M's.
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3. He didn't understand the fact that | could have gone back to
the store put 300 packs of M&M's on a credit card and given
him so many M&M’s he couldn’t eat them all in a year.

Jeffrey is a sweet boy and whenever | ask him for something, he's
like here papa! Now we all have M&M'’s (money and material
possessions)

Some of you may have a lot of M&M's in your life.
Others have a medium size pile of M&M's
Others have just a little bag.

Our loving Father, God comes to us and says, “Would you bring me
some M&M's, just a few!” And our reaction many times is what?

No, they're MINE!

God says just a few?

“Uh uh,” we say.

God says, "Umm, | make those M&M’s”. “| own them!”
Like Jerry we don’t understand several things:

1. God is the one who gave them to us, there his, he bought
them

2. If God wanted to, he could take them from us

3. If God wanted to, he could rain so many M&M's on our life we
couldnt spend it all.

See we must realize something from the outset- God owns
everything. And if you really think about it we really dont own a
thing. There are laws that give the government the right to seize
everything we own. Every year | am reminded that | really don't own
my property. It's not really mine. For example. How many of you
when you were a kid had your name on your bedroom door. It was
your room. Maybe you had a "keep out sign on your room.”
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Don't come into my room.

Get out of my room.

Stay out of my room.

Parents said go to your room!
Turn the lights off in your room.

How many know that your room really wasn’t your room even
though you called it your room? Whose room was it? Your parents.
They owned it, they paid for it and that's why they could go into
your room anytime they wanted. Because your room was really their
room! So, the starting point is changing our mindset and realizing
that we are really managers or stewards of what God has given us.

Some have a small pile, a medium size pile, and some have a large
pile.

The key to more- how many of you want more? Of course, you do-
the key is being responsible with the pile you have whether small or
large.

How are we to be responsible and good managers:

These steps are getting in the Zone where God can bless you!

1. DEDICATE YOUR FINANCES TO GOD.
DEDICATE IT ALLTO GOD

“In everything you do, put God first, and He will direct you and
crown your efforts with success.” Pr. 3:6 (LB)

Here's the principle: whatever you want God to bless in your life
dedicate it to Him.
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If you want God to bless your marriage, dedicate your marriage to
God.

If you want God to bless your kids, dedicate your kids to God.

If you want God to bless your career, dedicate your career to God.
If you want God to bless your finances, your money, dedicate your
money to God.

Whatever is dedicated to God, He blesses. It's simple.
“Take your everyday, ordinary life - your sleeping, eating, going-to-

work, and walking-around life - and place it before God as an
offering.” Rom. 12:1 (Mes)

| suggest you actually make it a formal family prayer! Pray, “God we
want you to dedicate our finances to you because we want you to
bless it!

2. GIVE THE FIRST PART BACK TO GOD.

“Honor the Lord by giving Him the first part of all your income,
and He will fill your barns... to overflow!” Pr. 3:9-10 (LB)

“On the first day of every week put aside some of what you have
earned during the week, and use it for the offering...” 1 Cor. 16:2
(LB)

When we put God first we ourselves in a position to where He can
do what He wants to do and that is to bless you!

He's the blesser
Wants to bless you
So that you can be a blessing!

Now | want you to understand how | feel. Because | hesitate
and | am extremely apprehensive when it comes to talking about
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money in church. Because | don't want to be misunderstood. | don't
want to be stereotyped as all they talk about is money. Because that
does turn people off from coming to church. In fact, that's why
before we started this church we started a business that would
support me and my family, the first rule for the pastors family is
everyone has to live and eat indoors! And it will also support the
church and the outreaches that we do. We wanted to show by
example we care about people more than their money. So, what |
want you to really understand and know, I'm not doing this
message for me, but | am doing this for you. Because it really works.

Dedicate it, bring it—

4. SAVE FOR THE FUTURE.

“The wise man saves for the future, but the foolish man spends
whatever he gets.”
Pr.21:20 (LB)

“Money that comes easily disappears quickly, but money that is
gathered little by little will grow.” Pr. 13:11 (NCV)

According to Social Security records, 85 out of 100 Americans have
less than $250 when they reach age 65. The average Japanese
person saves 25% of his income. The average European saves 18%
of his income. The average American - 5%. Why? Because we're
living for today. And we're keeping up with the Jones'.

Here's the plan that works, this is the first goal to work towards- it's
called the 10-10-80 plan.
Dial 10-10-80 and you will be rich! Just Kidding!

Bring 10% back to God
Save 10%
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Live off the rest!

If you'll ask this every time you start to purchase something, you'll
find enormous reserves being opened up for savings. Do I really
have to have this? This sweater... this car... this CD. Whatever.
Every time you spend your money on something, that is money that
is not going into savings. And the reason you don't save anything is
you are spending it all on things you really don't have to have. Just
because you can afford something doesn’t mean you should buy it.
You should be stocking away some of that money.

The goal to work towards, as we have done in our personal lives
and our business is to live off as little as possible and give as much
as possible to God then investments.

4. REPAY WHAT YOU OWE.

These principles must be implemented in order.

You pay God first.

You pay yourself second.

Then you set up a repayment plan to repay your debt.

If you say, “I'm going to wait until I'm out of debt until | start
saving and tithing.” You'll never get out of debt because you're
not doing it God's way. Repay what you owe.

“Don’t withhold repayment of your debts.” Pr. 3:27 (LB)

“Let no debt remain outstanding.” Rom. 13:8 (NIV)

The two greatest causes of debt are definitely in your control...

The Bible says the greatest cause of debt is not planning my
spending.
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e Not Planning _MY SPENDING.

“Plan carefully and you will have plenty if you act too
quickly, you will never have enough.” Pr.21:5 (GN)

e Not Keeping _RECORDS.

“Riches can disappear fast... so watch your business

interests closely. Know the state of your flocks and herds.”
Pr. 27:23-24 (LB)

You've got to know where it's going. You've got to keep track of
your finances. You must be aware of how you use your money.
Warning! If you don't know where it goes, you're already in trouble.
Let me give you an equation. Ignorance plus easy credit equals
disaster. If you don’t know where your money is going you're
already in deeper trouble than you can possibly realize.

Proverbs 23:23 “Get the facts at any price.” You better know where
your money is going. There are four things you need to know.

What | own - assets

What | owe - debts

What | earn - income

Where it goes - where I'm spending it.
If you're not keeping good records on those four you're headed for
disaster.

5. ENJOY WHAT YOU HAVE.

This is the principle of contentment. If you don’t learn contentment
you will never stick with the first four principles.

“It is better to be satisfied with what you have than always be
wanting something else.” Eccl. 6:9 (GN)
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What most people do: The order God blesses:
1. Spend it 1. Dedicate it
2. Worry about it 2. Tithe it
3. Repay it 3. Save it
4. Save it 4. Repay it
5. Give it 5. Enjoy it

God wants to bless you!

Jesus: “If you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth,
who will trust you with true riches?” Luke 16:11 (NIV)

“Don‘t worry... Your heavenly Father already knows what you need,
and He will give it to you IF you give Him first p lace in your life AND
live as He wants you to.” Matt. 6:31-33 (LB)
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How To Be Rich

For some time, | have been thinking about quite a bit about how we
are living in the most financially prosperous time in the history of
our world. There is more wealth than at any other time. Currently in
our country the poverty level is at its lowest it's ever been. Less
people are on food stamps and government assistance than ever.
For the first time in a long, long time the middle class and lower
class, if you will, are gaining faster and climbing the income ladder
faster than the "upper class” ---the 1%ers!

Fed chair recently said, the rich may have gotten a little richer, but
the poor have gotten much richer!

| mean we are living in some incredibly blessed times- like no other.
We live far better than kings of old! It's never been easier to create
wealth than it is right now! Thankfully we've been called for such a
time as this. Little kids with iPhones have more technology in their
hands than the guys who first landed on the moon! | look around
and see everybody with nice clothes, nice hair do’s, nice makeup
and nails! You drove here, most likely in a nice car or truck! From a
nice house, apartment or condo. Passing by stores that sell us
anything we want or need. By restaurants with all kinds of food!
Grocery stores with way too many choices of food. On nicely paved
roads. The problems we have most people around the world would
die to trade with us...

We have first world problems:
Bad cell phone coverage.
Stressing over vacation planning.
Amazon didn't ship next day.
Water flow seems a little weak.

Try carrying water in a jug on your head for miles, every day!

Not trying to make anyone feel guilty because guilt rarely results in
positive behavior. But | am suggesting we all be grateful because
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great things flow from a heart of gratitude. The goal of this
message is to get better and better at BEING rich. Possessing
money without it possessing you. That was much of the message of
Jesus to us in in the Gospels. Being good at being rich is an
acquired skill. It requires learning, practice and discipline. Like
patenting wealth doesn’t necessarily come with instructions apart
from God's Word.

God's word is very clear on how to BE rich!
How to possess money without it possessing money.

God is not against us having lots of money He’s against money
having us!

He wants us to earn all we can, save all we can and give all we can
as one of the greatest theologians and evangelists, our world has
ever known and founder of the Methodist church has instructed
us...John Wesley.

e Jeremiah said its God's plan to prospers us.

e Moses said don't forget God for it's He who gives you the power
to create wealth.

e Apostle John says | pray above all things that you prosper and
be in health...

e But Jesus warned that we can’t serve to masters- its God or
mammon. (money is supposed to be our slave not the other way
around- it serves me not me serving it!

At the same time:

One of your major goals in life should be financial
independence. You must aim to reach the point where you have
enough money so that you never have to worry about money again.
The good news is that financial independence is easier to achieve
today than it has ever been before. We live in the richest country at
the richest time in all of human history. We are surrounded by more
wealth and affluence than ever before. Your goal should be to
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participate fully in what many people are starting to refer to as the
"Golden Age”of mankind.

God wants us to increase financially as much as we possibly can as
illustrated in the parable of the talents. The fact remains we are
rich!---The poorest person America is richer than 80% of the rest of
the world...America is the most prosperous and blessed nation in
the history of our planet. No other culture or nation has
experienced the opulence that we have ever had in our world'’s
history. We live better than kings of old- even many of those living
in poverty. The wealth that the system of this nation has produced is
unmatched- that's why so many millions of people flock to our
country legally and many more illegally. No one is trying to get into
communist countries or Third World countries.

The system that this nation used to create such wealth is
unrivaled. There's never been anything like it-ever! (which boggles
my mind that stupid people are trying to destroy it)

There are more people blessed and living so well than ever.

There are more wealthy people than ever. A 16-year-old making
minimum wage in our country is wealthier than 80% or more of the
rest of the world!

Now, God does have some guidelines for us and some
guards we are to be aware of...(This first parable is intense all
throughout the BIBLE we see God wants us to be financially
blessed-but He also gives us some warnings because He know
the power of wealth and what it can do—for Good and for evil
leading people astray because our natural tendency is more
more more!

One of the wealthiest men to live—Rockefeller was once asked in his
prime—how much wealth would it take to satisfy you—He said a little
bit morel!)

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the inheritance with me.” Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed
me a judge or an arbiter between you?” Then he said to them,
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“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; (prioritizing
this life -natural- over the spiritual life) life does not consist in an
abundance of possessions.” And he told them this parable: “The
ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. He
thought to himself, ‘What shall | do? | have no place to store my
crops.” “Then he said, ‘This is what I'll do. | will tear down my barns
and build bigger ones, and there | will store my surplus grain. And
I'll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years.
Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” “But God said to him, You
fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who
will get what you have prepared for yourself?” “This is how it will be
with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward

God.” Luke
12:13-21

You missed it!
You had it and you missed the whole reason God blessed you with
it!

Jesus wants to deal with the root not the fruit. Most people do not
want Jesus involved because He wants to deal with the root. He's
going to get to the root- the intent-the motives behind the
question. He's very good at reading between the lines... This guys
dream was to get rich so he can retire...to live a life of ease for
himself without any divine consideration.

Purely selfish motives, I, I'll, | will...

This was all about him---me myself
and | Not God or others.
It was all about him,

He forgot two very important words in his plan...

BUT GOD!
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God'’s not condemning him for his pursuit---it's his pursuit without
God, God is nowhere in the picture.

He skipped church and missed the Sunday message about how
your blessed to be a blessing!

God calls him a fool because he's pursuing wealth and God is
nowhere in the picture.

He's storing up treasures for himself and he's not rich toward God!

You are planning this independently from God-FOOL and GREEDY

God has a clear message for the rich-you and me!
**God for it just make sure you don’t leave God out!**

He says how in 1 Tim 6:17
GOOD NEWS, BAD NEWS

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to
put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds,
and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up
treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so
that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 1 Timothy 6:17

GOOD NEWS, BAD NEWS

1) THE GOOD NEWS IS: YOU ARE RICH!
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Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and possessions, and
the ability to enjoy them...this is a gift of God. Ecclesiastes 5:19

$33,000: Top 4% of wage earners in the world!
$80,000: Top .5% of wage earners in the world!

e GOD HAS BLESSED ME WITH MORE THAN | NEED. I'M RICH.

The problem is not that you don't have the problem is most people
don’t know how to manage the wealth they do have.

2)THE BAD NEWS IS THERE ARE GREATER CHALLENGES WITH
BEING RICH:

THE CHALLENGES WITH BEING RICH

“How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” Luke 18:24

¢|T IS HARDER FOR YOU TO DEPEND ON GOD. You have the
power to meet your own basic needs.

The poor and desperate Christ followers have amazing prayer lives,
church several times a week and even a day, prayer service at 5:00
am

I've seen it. I've seen the difference Americans act spiritually and the
way those in 3rd world countries.

Americans are now considered consistent church goers if they
come 1 time per month!
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We can't let wealth blind us of our need for GOD!

¢|T CAN DISTRACTS YOU FROM TRUE PRIORITIES—remember the
Lord your God for its he who gives you the power to create wealth.

The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing---JESUS!
Our relationship

Our purpose

Our service

Our worship

Our dedication to his word and church!

Wealthy people have choices—to many---there are too many
choices Sunday morning—that's what opulence does!

There's good to it but then there are also distractions that can come
with it, and weak followers of Christ can succumb to opulence’s
temptations.

*YOU HAVE A GREATER
RESPONSIBILITY To whom much is
given much is required!

We've been given wealth for a purpose
Enjoy
But we are to be rich toward God.

Someone said it best—you can’t take it with you but you sure can
send it ahead!

Roi. Return on investment. The goal of investing is to get the
highest rate of return. If you invested in certain stocks 5-6 years ago
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or more you are doing very well now as the stock market is
astronomically higher.

Forest Gump made his riches by investing in a fruit—apple.

When you invest you are hoping and expecting in a return. It
doesn't always happen.
Sometimes that investment doesn’t pay. It's not guaranteed.

However, your ROl in God is guaranteed!

The returns will be astronomical. So much so Jesus calls it treasure.
Treasure implies an abundance.

| don't know what it's going to be and He doesn't tell us the rate of
return simply because our finite minds cannot compute such vast
numbers.

He gives us a glimpse when he says we will receive a hundred times
in this life and the life to come. This is just a hint.

14 Biblical Command for the Rich:

Not to be arrogant

Not to put your hope in wealth
Direct your hope in God

Do good

Be rich in good deeds

Be generous

Be willing to share

NOo O hwbh =

***Resulting in treasures stored in heaven. The return on this kind
of investment will come in heaven.
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This investment will bring about the greatest return than any other
investment.
That's God's promise.

Rich people have rich people problems- Biggie smalls more
money more problems...

From Globalrichlist .com

$25,000 top 2% in the world.

$45,00 top .5%

$100,000 top .08% of earners in the world

Eccl 5:10 Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves
wealth is never satisfied with their income. This too is meaningless.

Command:

8. Not to be arrogant
9. Not to put your hope in wealth

King Solomon of ancient Israel, said to be not only the wisest but
also the richest man who ever lived, asserted, “Whoever loves
money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied
with his income.” Eccles. 5:10

Industrialist John D. Rockefeller, a man so rich he gave away
more than $350 million in his lifetime, was once asked how much
money it would take to satisfy him. His reply: “Just a little bit more!”

Wealth and what it brings are at best fleeting.
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For example, in 1923, a small group of the world’s wealthiest men
met at Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago, lll. They were a “Who's
Who" of the wealth and power. At that time, they controlled more
money than the total amount contained in the United States
Treasury.

Here is a list of who was there and what eventually happened to
them:

Charles Schwab- president of the largest independent steel
company-died broke.

Arthur Cutten- greatest of the wheat speculators-died abroad,
insolvent.

Richard Witney- president of the New York Stock Exchange-died
just after release from Sing Sing prison.

Albert Fall-member of a U.S. president’s cabinet-was pardoned
from prison so that he could die at home.

Jess Livermore-greatest “bear” on Wall Street- committed suicide.

Leon Fraser- president of a Bank of International Settlements-
committed suicide.

Ivan Kreugler-head of the world’s greatest monopoly- committed

suicide.
10. Direct your hope in God
11. Do good
12. Be rich in good deeds
13. Be generous
14. Be willing to share
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***Resulting in treasures stored in heaven. The return on this kind
of investment will come in heaven.

This investment will bring about the greatest return than any other
investment. That's God's promise.

There's going to be a lot of rich people when they get to heaven
they won't be so rich because they used it here instead of sending it
there!

You can't take it with you but you sure can send it ahead...

--Be rich-be as rich as you possibly can- just don’t leave God
out!
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Winning The Spiritual Battle Over Money
"You can never have true freedom without financial freedom."
"Then the five kings of the Amorites--the kings of Jerusalem,
Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon--joined forces. They moved up
with all their troops and took up positions against Gibeon and
attacked it." Joshua 10:5
So Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem appealed to Hoham king of

Hebron, Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish and Debir
king of Eglon. Joshua 10:3

(See Wealth Creation 101 Book By Jerry A Chadwick for an

explanation of this passage).

We live in the greatest time in the history of our world and on
the greatest nation and have the greatest opportunity to create
wealth than any other nation in the world. Is it a sin to talk about
how to make money in church? Absolutely not! Check out the
parable of the talents God expects that you make more money with
the money He has given you! So we'd better talk about it in church?

He's very serious about increasing what He's given you!
So, with that:

I've studied self-made millionaires and here is some of the things |

have discovered:

80% of self made millionaires own their own business.

Many of the self-made millionaires never finished college.
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99% of all financially successful people started of broke or nearly

broke.

The average self-made millionaire went bankrupt or nearly

bankrupt 3.2 times .

In the 1900's there were 5000 millionaires

In 2000 there were 5 mil mostly self made—started with nothing
03-04-7 million

That rate still continues to grow 15-20%

OECD of Paris Us is the most entrepreneur and most dynamic
economy on earth today. (Organization for economic co-operation
and development)

America is set up for people who can begin with nothing and
become wealthy

s this an odd subject to talk about in church- it feels odd because
we are told that Christians can't talk about money, it's evil and God
doesn’t want you to prosper and that is not God's plan as we have
seen. A true Jewish person knows that God wants to bless them. In
fact, in rabbinical schools Rabbis are taught how to create wealth so
they can pass that on to their congregation. One particular school
in the North the Rabbi’s study theology at night and in the day they
learn to day trade. This is so they can teach other Jewish people in
their synagogues how to create wealth. Have you ever noticed that
throughout History that the Jewish people no matter how horrific
the circumstance eventually they rise to prominence and

prosperity. They understand the fact that no matter where they are
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in the world, even in the most impoverished nation, God will help

them to prosper...where did they get that...Dt 8:18

The Biblical secrets for creating wealth

“And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who
gives you power (strength, ability, force, the word chameleon is in
the Hebrew word-lending to the idea of changing according to the
environment or circumstance) to get wealth, that He may establish
His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.”
Deuteronomy 8:18 (NKJV)

This verse changed my life and got me on the pursuit of gaining
wisdom when it comes to money- of what use is money in the hands

of a fool since he has no desire to get wisdom.

| was tired of being foolish when it comes to money-l wanted to be
blessed so | could be free to serve God-seeking prosperity for a

purpose, the purpose of expanding the Kingdom of God

Robert Kiyosaki's Cash Flow Quadrant

EMPLOYEE BUSINESS OWNER
You Have You Own a System &
A Job People Work for You

Employee & Self Employed Business Owner & Investor

group represents 80% of the = group represents 20% of the
world's population and world's population and
possesses 5% of the wealth, possesses 95% of the wealth.
—
You Own Money Works
aJob for You
SELF EMPLOYED INVESTOR

Robert Kiyosaki's CASHFLOW Quadrant
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1. God gives Power to get wealth—That Power comes from
God and is ultimately for God- that power comes in the form
of an idea- find a need afill it, if there isn't one create one!

Idea, a skill, an investment, an invention, an entrepreneurial

venture, the strength and energy...God gives it to you!

God will bless you so you can enjoy the blessing but also be a
blessing for a greater purpose-to establish his covenant-I will build

my church?
To spread the Gospel
To make disciples

To change the world (money’s highest use is to expand the
kingdom of God-hence the spiritual battle-the reason there is such

a battle over the church when it comes to money)
In the early days of our country:

90% of all inventions came from Christians-because God wanted us
to prosper

90% of all medical breakthroughs came from Christians

90% Scientific discoveries and technological advancements

In his book The 100: A Ranking of the most influential persons in
history: Michael Hart list 80 out of the 100 as Christians.

2. Get wisdom

"Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. Proverbs 4:7
(NKJV)
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"Of what use is money in the hand of a fool, since he has no desire
to get wisdom?" Proverbs 17:16 (NIV)

Seek wisdom and don't stop-We live in the greatest time in the
history of our world because you can be successful at anything you
want to be successful at-the information is out there and easily and
readily-chances are that there is someone out there that is doing
successfully what you want to do-success leaves clues-find out what
they do and do it!

If you want to be successful it really is a no-brainer find out what the
successful people are doing in your chosen field or idea and do
what they do.

Here is the secret | discovered long years ago:

“If you do what other successful people do, you will eventually get
the same results that they do. And if you don't, you won't.”

Here's what | learned from the wealthy:

1. Multiple streams (occupation, rental income,)
2. Residual income (ongoing income that doesn’t require
ongoing energy, a song or a book or an invention, website

that generates income.)

3. Set Goals-Set financial goals? If you aim at nothing you will hit

it!

Habakkuk 2: 2, 3 Then the LORD replied: "Write down the revelation
and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it. For the

revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will
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not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and

will not delay.

| have been a goal setter since | began ministry. It never

dawned on me until a few years back to set financial goals!

Very few people actually set goals, even few set financial

goals!

Approximately 95% of us have never written out our goals in life, but
of the 5% who have, 95% have achieved their goals.

In 1953 at Yale University, 3 percent of the graduating class had
specific written goals for their lives. In 1975 researchers found that
the 3 % who wrote down their goals had accomplished more than

the other 97% put together.

How much do you want to earn?
How much do you want to save?

A self made millionaire once said, it's not how much you earn
that matters, it's how much you save.

If you do not have the discipline to save, then the seeds of greatness
aren’tin you!

How much do you want your net worth to be?
How much do you want to invest?
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How much do you want to give?
How much do want when you retire? (liquid)
General rule: You need 20x’s the amount you live of annually

50,000 annually
50,000 x 20 (20 years) That's a million
But you have to ask yourself some Biblical questions as well:

How much do | want to leave my children?
How much do | want to leave my children’s children?

"A good man leaves an inheritance for his children's children..."
Proverbs 13:22 (NIV)

The most important question.

How will we do it?

What is our plan?

The six P formula for personal and business success: Proper
Prior Planning Prevents Poor Performance.

4. The real secret to wealth creation: Hard work

"All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.”
Proverbs 14:23 (NIV)

Work hard-we've worked very very hard to get where we are today-
it didn't happen by accident and it wasn't luck- | like what ...said,
The harder | work the luckier I get!
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5. Let God get involved through tithes and offerings.

Malachi 3:8-12-Read it and you will discover 2 things that | never

saw beforea. Tithe ensures God's protection over your finances
b. Offering is your seed that you sow off the 90%

The more you sow the more you reap! It's a law, in fact you always
reap more than you sow. Sow an apple seed you get an apple tree
with much fruit and many more seeds! It's a law that god set up-

seedtime and harvest!

Remember this is not a series on getting rich and becoming rich fat

cats!

This is about Jesus and The Kingdom of God. Using our talent and
resources to do spiritual battle to wins souls, build God’s church

and expand His Kingdom!

That is our purpose, that is your purpose- that is why God created
you-that is why you are here listening to this message- it was no

accident!
The question what will you now do for the Kingdom of God?

What will you now do with the revelation God has given to us?
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My prayer is that God will give you an idea and we can partner

together for the advancement of the Kingdom of God!

Self-made millionaires

1. Because Christian Americans are foolish when it comes to

money

a

. Americans saved a negative 1% last year

b. Wealthiest nation in the history of our world and yet we

)

give less than the poorest countries in this world
Do not realize their finances are under a course
. Victims of Parkinson’s law

. Financial mess because of a lack of knowledge—my

people are destroyed from a lack of knowledge.
God wants you to invest and increase (invest is to
release the resources available to you for a future
increase.) Release brings increase. (resources could be
time, energy, talent, finances, )
i. Inthe Kingdom
ii. Inyourself
iii. Investin enterprise (Real Estate, business, stocks)

. God's plan is for you to pass on your wealth to your

children and grandchildren-think generationally

. As long the wicked prosper and not the church (you) the

Kingdom of God struggles to advance. (most people do
not have a clue that your ability to create wealth for a
greater purpose is a spiritual battle) The devil doesn't
want you to prosper and God does.

How do we create wealth
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. Believe

Pray and ask God for an idea
Get wisdom about that idea
Develop a plan

a. Entrepreneurial plan

b. Savings plan

c. Investing plan

d. Multiple stream plan

e. Residual plan

. Work hard
. Law of accumulation-save

. Apply the law of sowing and reaping

Winning The Spiritual Battle Over Money
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Thriving in a Culture of Wickedness

We live in an extremely wicked culture and it's not going to get any
better.

Hello, Pastor Jerry here, aka PJ- it's been a while since | have shared
what God has been speaking and showing me. There's a lot. I've
kept quiet and secluded so | can rest but also so | can just be with
God as | transition into my next assignment. During the past year
my heart has been so overwhelmed and burdened as | watch
wickedness and perversion go into high gear, satan has gone all
out. It's astounding, disgusting and extremely disconcerting and
there is a reason satan is going all out. We, as a nation, celebrate
and are being forced to celebrate for a whole month and more
LGBTQMOP+, the mutilation of children’s genitals, in California a
bill is being passed that if you as a parent don’t support gender
change of your child the government will take them away. In my
lifetime we have been forced to tolerate such wickedness, accept it,
now we are expected to celebrate wickedness.

What we are seeing before our eyes is the rise of the antichrist. The
stage is being set. Satan has always used government-Government
wants to be god- wants to be your God.

Wants to be your provider, protector, your purpose, your lord,
everywhere and everything “for you.” Even expects to be
worshipped and don't you dare disagree or become adversarial or
they will lock you up and destroy you and your family. (it's
happening- it's very real) Don't you dare preach the bible (it used to
be outside the church now even inside the church government is
arresting those who oppose them and their sinful antigod policies)
Government can lie to you but you get arrested if you lie to them.

And you better pay your taxes as IRS agents are being armed and

Biden wants and congress passed for 80,000 new IRS agents to dig
into everyone’s taxes to get their money.
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You will be and are being forced to pay your taxes, an ungodly
amount so gov can use it for wickedness-and what amazes me is
that most people are cool with that and keep voting for ppl who
keep destroying our country-our forefathers are rolling over in their
graves.

Side note: imagine if the church forced everyone to pay their
tithes and offerings...people would go insane on the
church...hmmm

Oh, PJ you're talking politics- o yea, YES! and we'd better, the
church, start even more so because the antichrist is a government
figure and that affects you me and everyone else especially our
children. Many believe according to the scriptures the antichrist is
alive today,

We've been lied to by the government separation of church and
state so you can't talk about politics in church. Gov said we'll even
exempt you, the church, from taxes just don't expose what's really
going on in government! (Thank God Pres. Trump overturned that
and now the church is able to speak freely without losing their tax-
exempt status- no wonder satan and his followers hate him so
much!)

The church for over 100 years held gov accountable not any longer
because we've been bribed to keep our mouth shut. Satan has
been doing the same thing since the beginning of man- one gov
one false religion one people steeped in pride and in defiance
against God.

Tower of Babel
Babylon

Egyptian empire
Roman empire
Grecian empire etc...

The American culture has gone to hell in a handbasket. Pedophilia
in American is not only tolerated its celebrated- that's the worst of
the worst, at least it used to be now we've been sold the lie that
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white supremacy is the worst of the worst and our biggest threat to
our world next to climate change...it'’s all a scam and a lie.

Pedophilia is absolutely heinous and disgusting in the eyes of God-
it is the worst of the worst. People who harm children in any way are
subject to the severest judgement of God...its satanic. In the Biden
administration in four short years over 600,000 children have been
brought through our borders to be trafficked. 600,000!

The confusion of gender- men in girls locker rooms competing and
dominating women'’s sports- where are the feminists that fought
vehemently fought for women'’s rights that are rapidly being taken
away right before our eyes...

It's all a mockery of God- its satanic make no mistake.

A man was recently arrested for reading the bible at a trans rally
parade...a grandma was arrested for praying quietly across the
street from an abortion clinic. Pastors are getting arrested for
preaching the gospel on street corners.

| could go on and on about the wickedness of our country and
world, but what | want to talk to you about is as Christ followers
how do we and can we thrive in a wicked culture.

For this very purpose I've been drawn to Daniel in the Bible.
Because he did just that. He thrived in a culture of wickedness. In
fact, one of the kings he served captured the city of God-
Jerusalem-destroyed it and took the smartest kids to serve in his
court. Essentially, he started out as a slave but God...

Daniel was a man who obtained great prominence, power,
protection and prosperity (Daniel 6:28) even in an extremely
wicked society under a wicked government. He could interpret
dreams, provide answers to secrets puzzling situation and
problems. He had supernatural spiritual insight and perception,
and he thrived in an extremely wicked culture serving wicked kings-
-How?
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Daniel was a man of principle. 1:8/5:12 NKLV Character and an
excellent spirit. He was not going to participate in the things that

were antigod. He was not going to dishonor or disobey the word of
God.

Daniel had a passion for the scriptures. 1:8/9:2

Psalms 119:11 store up Gods word...

Joshua 1:8 don't let this word depart from your mouth...
John 15:7 let Gods word abide in you...

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly...

4 THINGS EVERY CHRIST FOLLOWER DOES WITH GODS WORD:
LEARN IT

LOVEIT
LIVEIT
LEAD OTHERS TO IT.

Daniel had a purpose- He lived for God. Daniel 1:8 NKJV

No matter how difficult challenging or whatever came his way he
was going to live for God. He was lied about falsely accused,
mistreated, his enemies made him a slave and castrated him, yet his
singular purpose was to live for God!

Daniel was a man of prayer. 6:10b 3x’s a day he prayed as David-
Ps 55:16-17 as for me | will call upon God and the Lord shall save
me. Evening morning and noon will | pray and cry Aloud and he
shall hear my voice.

Isn't any wonder why God used these men mightily in their
generation. It is said in Acts- David served God's purpose in his own
generation. You cannot serve God'’s purpose if you are not a person
of prayer.

God used David and Daniel that literally changed nations because
they were men of prayer- not talking about prayer but actually
prayer. | just recently heard that on average pastors pray 8 minutes
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a day! If the shepherd are only prayer 8 minutes a day how little are
the sheep. No wonder our country is in such shambles and
corroded by wickedness.

It's time to pray! | challenge you to pray 3x’s a day!

Daniel gained spiritual perception. 1:17/2:28/5:12 The greatest
need for Christians today is spiritual perception. You need to have
knowledge and understanding of what God is doing, what's going
on in the spiritual realm and how that effects everyday life from
politics, education your job, your family everything. Spiritual
perception is the greatest need and is what is the greatest lack of
Christ followers from pastors on down to parishioners. Most people
don't have a clue what's going on. They don't see it. Daniel,
because of principle, purpose, passion, prayer received great
spiritual perception to help him understand DREAMS, PUZZLING
SITUATION AND THE MOST DIFFICULT OF PROBLEMS. He
became a great leader in horrific circumstances and therefore he
had great influence. Leadership is influence! Daniel was an amazing
leader because he was a man of principle, passion for the scriptures
and persevered in prayer and God gave...

God gave!

God gave!

God will do the same for you if you do the same things Daniel did.
A long time ago | heard someone say success leaves clues. If you
want to be successful, just find someone who is success and do
what they do!

If you want and | really hope you do, God to give you power,
prominence and prosperity for the sake of His kingdom then do
what Daniel did and you will make a difference, a huge difference,
for the sake of the kingdom of God.

God needs people today whom He can trust with spiritual
perception.

59



NL

NEXT LEVEL
LEADERSHIP

If you don’t have spiritual perception:

You'll be easily offended when you hear truth...

Make wrong decisions...

You will associate with wolves in sheep’s clothing and there’s a lot!
Won't be in line with God...

Confused and perplexed...

Lack true influence power and prosperity...

You will be easily deceived. THIS IS A HUUUUUUUGE one! In the
last days Jesus said watch out take heed...

Matthew 24:4 He uses the Greek word “blepo” which means to
perceive, beware, perceive by the senses, to discern, understand,
see with your mind'’s eye, to recognize...

God shows Daniel a vision of the times of the end and the evil one
will cause deceit to prosper...

There's going to be and it is here, a time when people are easily
deceived because they don't have spiritual perception. The thing
that's so heinous about deception is you don't know it. You are not
aware. You don't have a clue. That's why it is imperative that you do
what Daniel did so you can have what Daniel had.

I'm going to say something that's going to be challenging and
perhaps a bit offensive but it's true.

Going to church once a week is not going to do it when it comes to
spiritual perception (it's a start and an important one) you need to
do that but that's Not going to cut it. You must do what Daniel did
to get what Daniel had so that you and your family can gain spiritual
perception that will keep you from the great deception that's
occurring right now in our lifetime.

You will be amazed at what you see when you start SEEING FROM
God's perspective. That's what spiritual perception is.

60



NL

NEXT LEVEL
LEADERSHIP

Daniel was granted great power and prominence from God as a
result. Daniel 5:29

Daniel was politically involved-Moses, David, Solomon, Elijah,
many other prophets we all politically involved.

Our current political was is a SPIRITUAL WARL.

In the 30’s and 40's the German church made the worst
mistake in history and in church history. Had they not made this
mistake there would have been no Adolf Hitler and Nazi regime.
There would have been no holocaust. They bought the lie that the
church has no place in politics. Satan’s schemes are nothing new.
We are not unaware of his schemes the scriptures teach, however if
you are not in this word aggressively you are at risk of being easily
deceived in this age of misinformation disinformation propaganda
and “telelies!” Satan doesn’t want you the Christ follower or the
church to speak against the wickedness of government. Keep in
mind this makes it easy for the rise of the antichrist who is a
government figure or system. Many characters in the Bible were
involved in politics.

Abraham was not a spiritual leader he was a civil leader.
Moses was not a spiritual leader he was a civil leader.
Joshua was not a spiritual leader he was a civil leader.
Jospeh was not a spiritual leader he was a civil leader.
Davied- civil.

Solomon civil.

Daniel- civil.

Many of the prophets spoke to the civil leaders of their day.

John the Baptist spoke and rebuked an evil regime. In particular the
king. Yes, it cost him his head, but he was courageous in the face of
evil. | am deeply concerned that the American church is making the
same grave mistake the German church made. Because we the
church bought the lie of Satan to keep our mouth shut in regard to
politics we allowed the Bible to be taken out of schools. Prayer Ten
Commandments respect for authority. Now kids don't know if they
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are a boy or a girl or one of the 80+ different genders. FBI raids
PTA parents for confronting school officials for being concerned
about what is being taught to our kids. We have in the WH the most
wicked corrupt president selected in the history of this country. We
are in a serious battle between good and evil and it's long overdue
that the church speak and confront the wicked deeds in our
government. Don’t you dare buy the lie of Satan and say the church
needs to stay out of politics.

Dare to be courageous. The righteous are as bold as lions. We must
get the evil administration out of the WH and in jail where he and
his wicked family belongs or we will not be a free nation to worship
God anymore. They are coming for all our freedoms. Biden thinks
he's a dictator. And we, the church, are letting him get away with it.
No more! Say no to evil. Let's not make the grace mistake the
German church made not long ago! Jesus is Lord and the
government will be upon his shoulders.

We must be ready to fight- as we near the rapture of the church all
hell is breaking loose on Christ followers. We will see and are
seeing the persecution of the church as in the days of Acts. Right
now, Christianity is the most persecuted group in the world.

We must be tough.
We must be vigilant.
We must spread the Gospel to all we can-

Satan’s purpose for persecution is to stop the Gospel, but as we see
in the book of Acts God allows persecution so the fire of the Gospel
will spread.

If you are being persecuted for your faith- as many were during
covid- or when you are persecuted for your faith REJOICE like the
disciples who rejoiced because they were counted worthy of
suffering for the Gospel.

DO NOT BE AFRAID!
FEAR NOT FOR GOD IS WITH YOU!
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Let's not make the same horrific mistake that the German church
did in allowing Hitler to rise and persecute the Jews, btw Jewish
persecution is rampant in our country and around the world!

All the signs point to the rapture of the church very soon!
Don't get left behind and don't let your loved ones get left behind.

Jesus is Lord!
Jesus is coming very soon for His people!
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