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Welcome to the Northside City Church membership seminar. It is a great 

honor to have you a part of this class in an interest of becoming a member of the 

Northside family. In this seminar you learn several very important topics such as 

our mission, vision, and beliefs that make up the DNA of Northside City Church. 

Every church is unique, special, and distinct and plays a vital role in mission and 

purpose of the Kingdom of God. David said, in Psalms 122:1 “I was glad when 

they said to me, "Let us go into the house of the LORD." Since I became a 

Christian in 1989 my passion has been and still is the local church. Everything that 

I do, all that I have and all that I am is for the betterment of God’s Church. The 

Bible says that Jesus loved the church so much He died for Her. It is abundantly 

clear from scriptures that God’s passion and purpose is the local church. To be 

outside of the church is to be outside of God’s amazing plan. Until the return of 

Christ His plan is to expand and extend the Kingdom of God through the His 

Church. The amazing thing is that we get to be a vital part of His plan and purpose 

because the Church is not a building but its people. The church is made up of 

imperfect people, like me and you, who are made righteous only because of what 

Jesus did on the cross. Together as an imperfect family, through love and 

forgiveness we can make a real difference in our community for the Kingdom of 

God. I invite you to join me on this amazing journey of serving God’s purpose in 

our generation in and through God’s Church. 

 

PJ 

 

 

"Let us not give up the habit of meeting together-but let us encourage one 

another." –Hebrews 10:25 

 

"They worshipped together regularly at the Temple each day, met in small groups 

in homes for Communion, and shared their meals with great joy and thankfulness." 

–Acts 2:46  
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Their story briefly 

Our Story 

 

Salvation Experience 

Family Experience 

Ministry Experience 

First Church Experience 

Northside City Church Experience (KGB)  

 

Northside is not an independent church- we have a covering and we were sent from 

a local church through the Biblical process. We are under authority. I have a pastor 

who we are very close with. We are under authority but we have autonomy. We are 

non-denominational meaning we are not controlled by a denomination.  

 

Northside is not an independent church, we have a covering and we were sent from 

a local church through the Biblical process. (www.thecommunitychurch.org). We 

are under authority. I have a pastor with whom we are very close. We are under 

authority and have accountability but we have autonomy. We are non-

denominational which in essence means we are not controlled by a denomination.  

 

Pastor Jerry grew up without a dad in the home for most of his youth. His dad was 

tragically killed in an automobile accident before he was years old. His mom 

remarried several years later. When Pastor Jerry was 12 He and his brother found 

their “new” dad on the floor having died suddenly of a massive heart attack. This 

lead to extremely difficult and turbulent teen years involving drugs and alcohol and 

running the streets. And the end of his rope Pastor Jerry became a born again believer 

February 2, 1989 having a radical conversion and a miraculous experience with God 

on a Friday night, Saturday night was baptized in the Holy Spirit and Sunday night 

baptized in water and was completely delivered and from drinking, drugs and 

cigarettes. Joy became a born again believer the very next Saturday. Together they 

immediately jumped in and were involved in the local church in anything and 

everything. They became the youth pastors and launched a ministry called the Fire 

Escape. It was an outreach to the local youth. During that time they were mentored 

by Senior Pastor Arlie and Jerrie Whitlow who trained them in the ministry of the 

local church. The day came quickly when the Senior leaders of the Community 

Church would send Pastor Jerry and Joy to pioneer a church in Charlotte, NC.  

 

Northside City Church began September 7th 2002. 
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BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE THEOLOGY OF CHURCH 

 

GOD’S PURPOSE FOR THE CHURCH 

 

“Ekklesia”- Called out of and into- (We are called out of darkness and into His 

marvelous light, called out of the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of God.) 

 

Matthew 16:18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

 

Ekklesia was a common political term- called out of their homes and into an 

assembly for political purposes. 

 

Jesus was using the political analogy of the people of God being called out of their 

homes to gather together for spiritual reason- assembly of worship. 

 

Ephesians 3:10, 11 God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his 

wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly 

places. This was his eternal plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

 

Display His Wisdom in the earth and in the heavenlies. 

 

***1 Timothy 3:15 the church is the pillar and foundation of truth. 

 

Ephesians 4:11-13 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, 

the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to 

equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. This 

will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s 

Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete 

standard of Christ. 

 

To involve the believers in the ministry of His Church. 

To unify the believers in the faith and knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

To Mature the believers. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and 

though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 
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1 Corinthians 12: 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part 

of it. 

 

**Ultimately the purpose of the church is to be Jesus Christ’s hands, feet, mouth 

etc… in the earth.** 

 

 

The many descriptions of the church- (Over 45 different names describe the 

church.) 

 

Body of Christ. Ephesians 1:22-23 

Bride of Christ. Revelation 21:9 

Church of God. Acts 20:28 

Branch of God's planting. Isaiah 60:21 

Church of the Living God. 1 Timothy 3:15 

City of the Living God. Hebrews 12:22 

Congregation of saints. Psalms 149:1 

Family in heaven and earth. Ephesians 3:15 

Flock of God. Ezekiel 34:15 

Habitation of God. Ephesians 2:22 

House of God. 1 Timothy 3:15 

Pillar and ground of the truth. 1 Timothy 3:15 

 

 

 

The authority within the local church 

 

1 Corinthians 12:28 NIV 

And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third 

teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to 

help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds 

of tongues. 

 

Apostle = one who is sent (pastors and church planters operate under the apostolic 

anointing. This apostolic ministry is not the same level as the early church apostles) 

 

Apostle= messenger one who feeds the church. 
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Hebrews 13:17 Message  

Be responsive to your pastoral leaders. Listen to their counsel. They are alert to 

the condition of your lives and work under the strict supervision of God. 

Contribute to the joy of their leadership, not its drudgery. Why would you want to 

make things harder for them? 
 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 NLT 

Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. 

They work hard among you and give you spiritual guidance. Show them great 

respect and wholehearted love because of their work. And live peacefully with each 

other. 

 
2 Timothy 2:1, 2 NIV 

You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you 

have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who 

will also be qualified to teach others. 
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The mission of the church  

 

Matthew 28:18-20  

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age."  

 

To Expand the Kingdom of God through the local church. 

 

 

Acts 1:1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 

and to teach 

 

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 

of the earth." 

 

**To continue the ministry of Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit on the 

earth. Acts 1:1, 4-8 

 

 

The Practical importance of the local church 

 

The local Church is where: (protected from false doctrine- 2 Timothy 3:10-

4:4) 

***To be outside of God’s local church is to be outside of God’s plan, 

purpose, protection and blessing in your life!*** 

 

You discover God Acts 2:37, 38 

You are baptized Mt 28 

You grow Ps 92 

You flourish and prosper Ps 92 

You learn Acts 2:42 

You are discipled Acts 2:42 

You are trained for ministry Eph 4:12 

You minister and serve Eph 4:12 

You are cared for John 13:34 

You care for 1 John 4:7 
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You are accountable Is 53:6 

You fellowship with other believers Acts 2:46 

You give 1 Cor 16:2 

You receive Gal 3:14 

You worship Acts 2:46 

Your faith grows Rom 10:17 

You are instructed in Bible truth 2 Tim 3:16, 17 

You are formed into his image Rom 8:29 

You are healed James 5:14, 15 

 

 

NCC Beliefs about the Local Church 

 

We believe in the church of the scriptures and of its vital role within the earth 

today. 

 

We believe the Lord Jesus Christ ordained the church and its local church function, 

leaders and purposes within the local community and beyond.  

 

We believe that the local church is to be the "ekklesia" of God, the assembly of the 

"called out ones and into" in Christ Jesus. 

 

We believe the local church is to play a vital role within the life of every believer 

within each given community where believers live.  

 

We believe that believers are to play a vital role within the local church life and 

ministry within their community.  

 

We believe that believers who are not intimately connected to a local body of 

believers as a matter of course are out of step with the scriptures and the Spirit of 

the Lord and his Kingdom.  

 

We believe that the local assembly of believers has a very grave responsibility 

before the Lord and other believers to provide a church environment that is 

uncompromisingly reflective of Christ Jesus and His Lordship, Heart, Spirit, 

Purpose and Scriptural intent.  

 

We believe that just because the sign over the door says church doesn’t actually 

mean that what goes on inside is genuinely reflective of the church that the Lord 
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intends or purposed within the scriptures anymore than one saying they are a 

Christian makes one a Christian.  

 

We believe that the true church reflects both the spirit and heart of its founder, 

Christ Jesus.  

 

We believe that the true church reflects the holiness, righteousness and truth of 

God’s Word in spirit and in truth.  

 

We believe the true church seeks to in all things and at all times bring greater 

glory, honor and praise to the Lord Jesus Christ in living out its life and ministry in 

a manner reflective of the actual testimony and Spirit of Christ Jesus.  

 

We believe the true church reflects the image and likeness of Christ Jesus in the 

earth and is always concerned that this is lived out with uncompromising integrity 

regarding the person and word of Christ Jesus.  

 

We believe that the local church is called to reach out and actually bear an 

uncompromising witness of Christ Jesus to a lost and dying world in cooperation 

with the Holy Spirit, in the fear of the Lord and with the Compassion and Heart of 

Christ Jesus.  

 

We believe that parachurch ministries are, by their very calling and purpose, to 

come along side of, undergird and be under the authority of the local church, not 

seeking to replace or stand apart from the local church. 

 

We believe that the local church is the hope of the world.  

 

We believe that local churches have the potential to be the most influential force 

on planet earth. If they get it and get on with it, churches can become the 

redemptive centers that Jesus intended them to be. Dynamic teaching, creative 

worship, deep community, effective evangelism, and joyful service will combine to 

…strengthen families, transform communities and change the world.  

 

We believe that the local church is the final instrument through which God has 

chosen to accomplish His work in the world. 
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The Mission of Northside City Church- Leading people on the journey to 

become Passionate followers of Jesus Christ 

 

The Target of Northside City Church is the unchurched-there are many great 

churches in Charlotte for the already churched- we want to reach the unchurched 

which is about 65% of the population in our community! 

 

1. Those who have never been to church and are far from God. 

2. Those who have given up on church and are far from God. (as a kid dragged to 

a boring, irrelevant church- when old enough to make own decisions they ran 

as far from church and god as they could) 

 

How we reach the unchurched? 

 

1. Prayer and the presence of God. (Do spiritual things to get spiritual results) 

 

2. We believe God will send people to us. 

 

3. Changing the way people think about church (Style, attitude and heart) 

 

4. The invitation of church members. 

 

5. Starting where people are and leading them to where they need to be. 

 

Where does God want to be in our lives? 

 

God wants to be first: Matthew 6:33 NCV Seek first God’s Kingdom and what He 

wants. Then all your other needs will be met as well.  

 

CEV But more than anything else, Put God’s work first and do what He wants. Then 

the other things will be yours as well. 

 

So that in all things Jesus has first place. Col 1:18 NCV 

So that He might occupy first place in everything. CEB 

 

First in our Time 

                   Talent 

                   Treasure 

                   Thoughts 

                   Talk 
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What does a passionate follower of Jesus look like? 

 

Passion = craze, obsession, zeal, enthusiasm (en theos- in God) 

 

 

One who: 

 

1. Reaches up by loving God and others---in a relationship- Great 

Commandment   

 

Mt 22: 36-40  "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus 

replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind. 'This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 

'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments." 

 

Also Mk 12:30    Luke 10:27 

 

A person who loves God. 

A person who loves others. 

 

If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does 

not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. And 

he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.   (1 

John 4:20-21) 

 

Motto: “Everyone is loved by God and created to love God.” 

 

 

2. Reaches out to the unchurched by investing in a relationship and inviting 

to come to church or an event-Great Commission  

 

Mt 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 

end of the age." 

 

A person who is committed to their market place ministry. 
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We believe every believer is a missionary. 

 

Motto: “Every member is a missionary” 

 

 

You have a mission from God to make a spiritual impact in your sphere of influence 

(those whom you have influence upon…employers, employees, family, friends…) 

 

Invest in relationships. 

Invite them to church or to an event. (invest and invite) 

 

 

3. Reaches in by identifying my gifts and abilities (SHAPE) and serving in a 

ministry- Great Community  

 

(Acts 2:42 NIV)  They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

 

We believe every member is a Minister. 

 

Motto: “Every member is a minister” (not a pastor, but a minister = servant) 

 

 

A passionate follower of Christ is committed to: 

 

A. The Word of God 

B. The Local Church 

C. Fellowship 

D. Prayer 

           E. Serving in a ministry. 

 

Ephesians 4: 11, 12  It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, 

some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people 

for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up. 

 

You have a ministry within the local church (there’s a place for everyone to get 

involved) 
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THE PRIORITY OF MINISTRY 

 

(Why should I be interested?) 

 

1.  I'VE BEEN ______CREATED__________________ FOR MINISTRY 

"For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

God prepared in advance for us to do."  Eph. 2:10 

 

 

2.  I'VE BEEN _____SAVED_____________________ FOR MINISTRY! 

"It is He who saved us and chose us for his holy work, not because we deserved it 

but because that was his plan long before the world began..."  2 Tim. 1:9 (LB() 

 "Saved to Serve!" 

 

 

3.  I'VE BEEN _____CALLED____________________ INTO MINISTRY! 

"God, in his grace, chose me even before I was born, and called me to serve him."  

Gal. 1:15 (GN) 

 

"I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received."  Eph. 4:1 

 

"... You have been chosen by God himself -- you are priests of the King... you are 

God's very own -- all this so that you may show to others how God called you out 

of darkness into his wonderful light!  Once you were less than nothing, now you 

are God's own!"  1 Peter 2:9-10 (LB) 

 

 

"... you will serve as holy priests..."  1 Peter 2:5 (GN) 

 

I am not who I think I am 

I am not who you think I am 

But I really am who God says I am! 

 

A LIFE CHANGING TRUTH - MY PRIMARY IDENTITY: 

 

I AM A _____MINISTER_____________________ OF JESUS CHRIST! 
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4.  I'VE BEEN ____GIFTED___________________ FOR MINISTRY! 

"God has given each of you some social abilities; be sure to use them to help each 

other, passing on to others God's many kinds of blessing."  1 Peter 4:10 (LB) 

 

 

5.  I'VE BEEN ______AUTHORIZED____________ FOR MINISTRY! 

"(Jesus said) All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me.  Therefore, 

go and make disciples..."  Matt. 28:18-19 

 

"We are therefore Christ's ambassadors..."  2 Cor. 5:20 

 

 

6.  I'M ______COMMANDED__________________ TO MINISTRY! 

"(Jesus) Your attitude must be like my own, for I, the Messiah, did not come to be 

served, but to serve..."  Mt. 20:28 (LB) 

 

 

 

"(To Archippus) Take heed to the ministry you've received from the Lord and fulfill 

it."  Col. 4:17 (KJV) 

 

 

7.  I'M TO BE _____EQUIPPED_________________________ FOR 

MINISTRY 

"God gave pastors and teachers to prepare God's people for works of ministry so 

that the body of Christ may be built up..." Eph. 4:11-12 

 

 

 

8.  THE BODY OF CHRIST ________NEEDS________________ MY 

MINISTRY! 

"All of you together are the one body of Christ and each of you is a separate and 

necessary part of it."  1 Cor. 12:27 (LB) 

 

Ministry always functions in the context of the ______THE CHURCH 

FAIMLY_____ 

 

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said, `The harvest 
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is great but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord to send our workers into his harvest 

field.'"  Matt. 9:36-37 

 

 

9.  I AM ______ACCOUNTABLE________________________ FOR MY 

MINISTRY! 

"So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God." Romans 14:12 

 

 The Parable of the Talents:  Matt. 25:14-30 

 

 

 

10.  I WILL BE ___REWARDED______________________ FOR MY 

MINISTRY! 

"Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not men, 

since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward."  

Col. 3:23, 24 

 

"Well done, good and faithful servant!  You have been faithful with a few things; I 

will put you in charge of many things.  Come and share your Master's happiness!"  

Matt. 25:23 

 

 

THE PROCEDURE  HOW TO DISCOVER MY MINISTRY 

 (ROMANS 12:1-8) 

 

STEP 1:  DEDICATE ______MY BODY________________________ 

"I urge you... to offer yourselves as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God -- 

which is your spiritual worship."  (vs. 1) 

 

STEP 2:  ELIMINATE __________COMPETING DISTRACTIONS________ 

"Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind." (vs. 2) 

 

STEP 3:  EVALUATE _____MY STENGTHS_________________________ 

"Don't cherish exaggerated ideas of yourself or your importance, but try to have a 

sane estimate of your capabilities by the light of the faith God has given to you.  

(vs.3 Ph) 
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STEP 4:  COOPERATE _____WITH OTHER BELIEVERS______________ 

"Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not 

all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one Body and each 

member belongs to all the others."  (vs. -5) 

 

 

  * Every member is a minister in Christ's body. 

  * Every member has a different function. 

  * Every member's ministry is important. 

  * Every member belongs to the others. 

 

"Each of us is a part of the one Body of Christ... The eye can never say to the hand, 

`I don't need you.'  The head cannot say to the feet. `I don't need you.' And some of 

the parts that seem weakest and least important are really the most necessary! ... 

So God put the body together in such a way that extra honor and care are given to 

those parts that might otherwise seem less important."  1 Cor. 12;13, 21-22, 24b 

(LB) 

 

STEP 5:  ACTIVATE ____MY GIFTS________________ 

"We have different gifts, according to the grace God has given us.. prophesy... 

serving... teaching... encouraging... contributing... leadership... showing mercy..."   
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Discovering Your Gift and Get Involved Ministry 
MY S.H.A.P.E. WILL DETERMINE MY MINISTRY 

 

Spiritual gifts 

"... Each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that."  1 

Cor. 7:7b 

 

WHAT AM I GIFTED TO DO? 

 

Hearts desire 

"God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose..."  Rev. 17:7 

 

"For it is God who works in you, inspiring both the will and the deed, for his own 

chosen purpose!"  Phil. 2:13 (NEB) 

 

WHAT DO I LOVE TO DO? 

 

Abilities (natural) 

"There are different abilities to perform service..."  1 Cor. 12:6 

 

"I (God)... have given him skill, ability, and knowledge in all kinds of crafts..."  

Exodus 31:3 

 

"... our competence comes from God."   

2 Cor. 3:5b 

 

WHAT NATURAL TALENTS AND SKILLS DO I HAVE? 

Personality 

"No one can really know what anyone else is thinking or what he is really like, 

except that person himself."  1 Cor. 2:11 (LB) 

 

WHERE DOES MY PERSONALITY BEST SUIT ME TO SERVE? 

 

Experiences (life) 
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*  WHAT SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES HAVE I HAD? 

"There has been enough time for you to be teachers -- BUT you still need to be 

taught... (you are) without any experience in the matter of right and wrong."  Heb. 

5:12-13 

 

 

*  WHAT PAINFUL EXPERIENCES HAVE I HAD? 

"Sometimes it takes a painful experience to make us change our ways."  Prov 20:30 

(GN) 

 

"God helps us in our troubles, so we are able to help others who have all kinds of 

troubles, using the same help that we ourselves have received from God."  2 Cor. 

1:4 (GN) 

 

 

*  WHAT EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES HAVE I HAD? 

"Always remember what you have learned.  You education is your life -- guard it 

well!"  Prov. 4:13 (GN) 

 

 

*  WHAT MINSITRY EXPERIENCES HAVE I HAD? 

"Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise 

God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel..."  2 Cor. 

9:13 

 

 

Your ministry will be most effective and fulfilling when you are using your GIFTS 

and ABILITIES in the area of HEART'S DESIRE in a way that best expresses 

your PERSONALITY and EXPERIENCE! 

 
 

 

HOW TO DISCOVER YOUR GIFT 

 

Get Started! 

 

S __STUDY_____________________ 

    http://www.elmertowns.com/spiritual_gifts_test/ 

    http://buildingchurch.net/g2s-i.htm 

http://www.elmertowns.com/spiritual_gifts_test/
http://buildingchurch.net/g2s-i.htm
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T __TRIAL AND ERROR______   

 Experiment with different areas of service 

 

 

A __ANALYZE______________ 

    Use the "SHAPE PROFILE” at the end of syllabus. 

 

 

R __REQUEST RESPONSES FROM OTHERS______ 

    Ask others what gifts they see in me. 

 

 

T __TAKE TRAINING________________ 

    Take advantage of LEADRSHIP TRAINING. 

 

 

Three Ways God Wants You to Use Your Gifts 

    1.  Through an Ongoing Ministry 

    2.  Through Short-Term Projects 

    3.  Through Spontaneous Situations 

 

IT'S EASIER TO DISCOVER YOUR GIFT THROUGH MINISTRY THAN 

TO DISCOVER YOUR MINISTRY THROUGH YOUR GIFT 

 

 

 UNWRAPPING MY GIFTS 

 

 The Bible does not lock us into tight restrictions as to the number of spiritual 

gifts, or even their definitions.  The four major lists of gifts are found in Romans 

12:-8, 1 Cor. 12:1-11, 27-31, and Eph. 4:11-12, 1 Peter 4;9-11 but there are other 

passages that mention or illustrate gifts not included in these lists. 

 

 All gifts are given to help the church fulfill its purposes.  So we've 

categorized this list of gifts according to Northside's Purposes. 

 

 As you read through this list, check off your initial impression concerning 

yourself.  Remember you can have many gifts. 
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GIFTS THAT COMMUNICATE GOD'S WORD 

(to both unbelievers and believers) 

 

PREACHING ("Prophecy")1 Cor. 14:3 

The ability to publicly communicate God's word in an inspired way that convinces 

unbeliever and both challenges and comforts believers.  The ability to persuasively 

declare God's will. 

 

EVANGELISM Acts 8:26-40 

The ability to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ to unbelievers in a 

positive, non-threatening way.  The ability to sense opportunities to share Christ 

and lead people to respond with faith. 

 

MISSIONS  1 Cor. 9:19-23, Acts 13:2-3 

The ability to adapt to a different culture in order to reach unbelievers and help 

believers from that culture. 

 

APOSTLE  Rom. 15:20 

The ability to start new churches and oversee their development. 

 

 

 

GIFTS THAT EDUCATE GOD'S PEOPLE 

 

TEACHING  Eph. 4:12-13 

The ability to educate God's people by clearly explaining and applying the Bible in 

a way that causes them to learn.  The ability to equip and train other believers for 

ministry. 

 

ENCOURAGEMENT ("Exhortation") Acts 14:22 

The ability to motivate God's people to apply and act on Biblical principles, 

especially when they are discouraged or wavering in their faith.  The ability to 

bring out the best in others and challenge them to develop their potential. 

 

WISDOM  1 Cor. 2:1, 6-16 

The ability to understand God's perspective on life situations and share those 

insights in a simple, understandable way.  The ability to explain what to do and 

how to do it. 
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DISCERNMENT  1 John 4:1-6 

The ability to distinguish right from wrong, truth from error, and to give an 

immediate evaluation based on God's Word.  The ability to discern whether the 

source of an experience is Satan, self, or God's Spirit 

 

KNOWLEDGE  Daniel 1:17 

The ability to discover, collect, analyze, and organize information that is vital to 

individual believers or the entire church family.  The ability to comprehend a large 

amount of information and provide it when needed for effective decision-making. 

 

 

 

GIFTS THAT DEMONSTRATE GOD'S LOVE 

 

HELPS 1 Corinthians 12:28 (NKJV) 

And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third 

teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, 

varieties of tongues. 

 

The ability to provide help when and where needed.  

 

SERVICE  Acts 6:1-7 

The ability to recognize unmet needs in the church family, and take the initiative to 

provide practical assistance quickly, cheerfully, and without a need for recognition 

 

MERCY  Luke 10:30-37 

The ability to detect hurt and empathize with those who are suffering in the church 

family.  The ability to provide compassionate and cheerful support to those 

experiencing distress, crisis, or pain. 

 

HOSPITALITY 1 Peter 4:9-10 

The ability to make others, especially strangers, feel warmly welcomed, accepted, 

and comfortable in the church family.  The ability to coordinate factors that 

promote fellowship 

 

PASTORING ("Shepherding") 1 Peter 5:2-4 

The ability to care for the spiritual needs of a group of believers and equip them for 

ministry.  The ability to nurture a small group in spiritual growth and assume 

responsibility for their welfare. 
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GIVING 2 Cor. 8:1-7 

The ability to generously contribute material resources and/or money beyond the 

10% tithe so that the Body may grow and be strengthened.  The ability to earn and 

manage money so it may be given to support the ministry of others. 

 

 

GIFTS THAT CELEBRATE GOD'S PRESENCE 

(Worship or prayer-related gifts) 

 

MUSIC  Psalm 150 

The ability to celebrate God's presence through music, either vocal or instrumental, 

and to led the church family in worship. 

 

ARTS & CRAFTS  Exodus 31:3-11 

The ability to build, maintain, or beautify the place of worship for God's glory.  

The ability to express worship through a variety of art forms. 

 

 

 

4 Prayer-related gifts 

 

INTERCESSION  Col. 1:9-12 

The ability to pray for the needs of others in the church family over extended 

periods of time on a regular basis.  The ability to persist in prayer and not be 

discouraged until the answer arrives. 

 

HEALING  James 5:14-16 

The ability to pray in faith specifically for people who need physical, emotional, or 

spiritual healing and see God answer.  The ability to sense when God is prompting 

you to pray this kind of prayer. 

 

MIRACLES  Mark 11:23-24 

The ability to pray in faith specifically for God's supernatural intervention into an 

impossible situation and see God answer.  The ability to sense when God is 

prompting you to pray this kind of prayer. 

 

*PRAYING WITH MY SPIRIT ("Tongues/Interpretation")  1 Cor. 14:13-15 

The ability to pray in a language understood only by God or one who is given the 

gift of interpretation at that time. 
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 *WHY you don’t see tongues in our church 

 

This gift caused such a problem in the Corinthian church; Paul had to write an 

entire chapter (1 Cor 14) of guidelines. 

 

1.  It is for personal edification, not for the whole church. 

"He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who preaches edifies the 

church."  1 Cor. 14:4 

 

2.  We are to focus on building up others, not ourselves. 

"Unless you speak intelligible words... you will just be speaking into the air... try to 

excel in the gifts that build up the church."  1 Cor. 14:9 & 12 

 

3.  It confuses unbelievers in the service. 

"... if some unbelievers come in, will they not say you are out of your mind?"  1 

Cor. 14:23 

 

4.  Ideally, it is not meant to be used in the worship service. 

"In the church, I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than 

ten thousand words in a tongue.  Brothers, stop thinking like children!"  1 Cor. 

14:19-20 

 

"The gift of speaking God's message should be under the speaker's control, 

because God does not want us to be in disorder, but in harmony and peace."  1 

Cor. 14:32-33 

 

 

FIVE MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT ABILITIES 

(Skills and Talents) 

 

1.  MYTH:  People aren't born with skills.  All skills must be learned by 

experience.  This simply is not true.  There are a number of skills which seem to 

be inborn and develop very early in infancy.  When people say, "He just seems to 

have a natural talent for it", it's probably true.   

 

2.  MYTH:  Those skills which must be learned, are earned primarily in the 

classroom.  Actually some of your most basic skills were learned at home, "in the 

street", or somewhere outside the classroom. 

 



 

27 

 

3. MYTH:  If you have certain abilities, you will be very aware that you have 

them.  Again, that is not true.  You're probably using a number of talents or skills 

that you are not even aware of.  You need some process of skill identification. 

 

4.  MYTH:  Skills that I use at work are only usable in that environment.  I 

couldn't use them in ministry.  Hopefully, by the end of this class, you'll see the 

fallacy of that idea.  Be creative. 

 

5.  MYTH:  Most people only have a few abilities.  The truth is that many 

national studies have proven that the average person possesses from five hundred 

to seven hundred different skills.   
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THE NORTHSIDE MINISTRY STATEMENT 

(Our Philosophy of Ministry) 

 

WHAT WE BELIEVE... 

 

ABOUT MINISTRY 

 

* Salvation in Jesus Christ automatically includes a call to ministry.  Every 

believer is created, saved, called, gifted, authorized, and commanded to minister.   

 

* ___MINISTRY___________ is the heart of the Christian life (Matt. 20:28) 

 

* ___FUNCTION__________  follows form in ministry.  How God made me 

determines what He intends for me to do. God has uniquely shaped each individual 

for a specific ministry.   

 

* God has given all His children gifts that can be developed and used in ministry.  

Everyone is a "10" in some area.  Everyone has something to offer.  Developing 

and using your gifts is an act of good ____STEWARDSHIP_______________  

and of ___WORSHIP___________ . 

 

 

* The evidence of the right match between my "shape" and my ministry is 

___________FRUITFULNESS________  and___FULFILLMENT__________. 

 

 

ABOUT THE BODY OF CHRIST 

 

* God intends for ministry to be performed through the context of the local church.  

Membership includes a commitment to ministry.   

 

* The Holy Spirit has provided our church body with all the spiritually gifted 

people needed to do everything He wants done.  Our task is to discover, enlist, 

train, and support these people in ministry. 

 

* The church is to operate on the basis of spiritual gifts, rather than elected offices.  

We do not ___ELECT___________ people to ministries.  "A man's gift makes 

room for him."  Prov. 18:16 (NAS) 
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* The church is a __BODY_________________, not a business, an 

___ORGANISM________________, not an organization.  Therefore we 

streamline the structure in order to maximize ministry and minimize maintenance.  

We don't bury ministries under a bunch of procedures. 

 

* The mobilization of every member as a minister is the key to balanced growth of 

the church.   

 

* The greater good of the whole body must always take priority over the needs of 

any single ministry.  There is no place for __TURFISM_____________ in God's 

family.   

 

MYTHS ABOUT GETTING INVOLVED 

 

1. The church will consume all my time and energy- (if you have 5 minutes or 

500 minutes that’s fine). 

2. I do not have adequate training. 

3. I don’t know enough about the Bible. 

4. I just gave my life to Christ. 

5. I might mess up. 

6. I don’t have all the answers. 

7. I’m not perfect. 

 

“God qualifies the call.” 

“God isn’t interested so much in our ability as He is our availability.” 

 

 

ABOUT THE ROLE OF PASTORS  

 

* The ministry of the Word and Prayer is the primary priority of the pastors. Acts 

6:2-4 NIV; 1 Peter 5:2 KJV 

 

*The equipping of the members for ministry is the next priority of the pastoral 

staff.  The people are the ministers and the pastors are the administrators.  

(Ephesians 4:11-12) 

 

* One of the objectives of the Membership Seminar is to __MOBILIZE________ 

an army of ministers (people who serve in a ministry) who are maximizing their 

unique spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, personality and experiences in a meaningful 

place of service through our church. 
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ABOUT PERFORMANCE 

 

* We expect excellence in ministry, not ____PERFECTION__________ .  

Excellence is doing your best.  God deserves our best.   

 

* We encourage creativity and innovation in ministry, which assumes mistakes, 

will be made.  "No mistakes" means you're not growing or trying anything new.  

We have no "failures" in ministry at Northside, only "experiments that educate!" 

 

* A failed project does not mean a failed person.  There are no "wrong" people, 

only "right" people in the wrong areas of ministry.   

 

 

  



 

31 

 

Previewing the Opportunities Prayerfully 
NORTHSIDE’S MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 

AUDIO/VIDEO TECHNICIANS:  A team who set up and monitors the sound 

for music activities. 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: This team assists in the dynamic ministry to 

children.  

 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS: This team helps all guests to feel welcome, special and 

appreciated. We never get a second chance to make a first impression. This team is 

the first face of NCC. 

 

OCTOBERFEST:  The outreach event that is provided as an alternative to 

traditional Halloween.  This team of people helps with the organization and 

administration and execution of the carnival style outreach event. 

 

PRAYER:  This team is the power team that prays for the pastor and upcoming 

service. 

 

SINGERS:  This ministry is an opportunity for singers to use their talent in during 

the worship services. 

 

PRESCHOOL:  Classes that provide Christian principles for children from 

newborns to kindergartners. 

 

TAPE/VIDEO:  This ministry provides either those who miss a weekend, or 

someone who lives out of the area a chance to get the service by coordinating and 

producing all the audio visual tapes. 

 

WORSHIP USHER:  The welcoming team that assists people into the worship 

service by handing out bulletins, overseeing the service in general, and assisting 

people where needed. 

 

WEB TEAM: This team utilizes the web to assist NCC in the mission of leading 

people to become passionate followers of Jesus Christ. The internet is a great 

opportunity for world evangelism. 



 

32 

 

GARDEN CLUB: This team establishes and cares for the flowers on the church 

campus at the sign, in front of building etc…This team recruits help on a regular 

basis. 

 

BUILDING UPKEEP: This team our Bldg is in top shape so as to glorify God 

and inspire our guests with a first class facility. This includes, painting, regular 

maintenance, repairs when needed etc… 

 

HOSPITALITY: This team handles the refreshment table and all other food 

serving functions. 

 

OFFICE HELP:  This team assists in office work such as preparing 

communications and worship guides. This team also may assist in a of the regular 

day to day office duties such as making copies, answering phones, etc… 

 

 

 

WHERE DO I GO FROM HERE? 

 

 

1. COMPLETE YOUR S.H.A.P.E. SELF-EVALUATION. 

See SHAPE Profile at the end of this syllabus. 

 

2.  CONTACT THE MINISTRY LEADER OF YOUR CHOICE. (email 

Cady@northsidecitychurch.com for a list of who’s who) 

 

3. BEGIN SERVING! 

 

4.  ENHANCE YOUR MATURITY AND MINISTRY THROUGH OTHER 

NCC COURSES.    

mailto:Cady@northsidecitychurch.com
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THE N.O.R.T.H.S.I.D.E STRATEGY 

9 Principles That Make Our Church Unique 

 

Northside is driven by a purpose MT 22:36-40; 28:19-20 Acts2 

 
 “Aim at nothing and you will hit it!” 

Prov 29:11 Without a vision the people perish (or leave for another parish) 

 

Our mission- Leading people to become passionate followers of Christ.  

 

Why? People matter to God! 
 

Our Leadership values authenticity Heb 13:7 

 
“Everything rises and falls in leadership”—illustrated in the book of Judges! 

 

 If we want the church family to be excited/passionate about the things of 

God then we have to be! 

 

If we want the church family to be real and authentic believers then we must! 

 

Leadership is critical when it comes to the church! 

 

As the leadership goes so goes the church! 

 

So we place a high value on leadership, growing our leadership skills- the leader 

who stops learning stops leading! 

 

Relevant practical and inspirational preaching James 1:22 

 

God wants us to be doers of the word- not just hearers! Most preaching today is 

just for listening- not even good listening at that! 

 

We can’t be doers of the word unless it’s practical! 

 

Target-Luke 19:10 Col 4:5 
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Unchurched! (Those who have never been to church and those who have given up 

on church). 

 

To fulfill that we need good solid believers to link arms with us and say we want to 

jump on board the mission of the church and reach the lost 

 

a. Go on an inviting mission 

b. Purposely spend time with unbelievers 

c. Purposely welcome guests and visitors 

d. Pray, pray and pray some more for our mission 

e. Help envision others to go on an inviting mission 

 

Hospitality Rom 15:7;12:13 

 Welcome (comfortable) 

 Special 

 Appreciated 

  --To make them feel like we were expecting guests 

 

If we do this God will send people- he will say, I see a church where I 

can send my people whom I love: 

 

They will love and care for my people! 
  

Strive for excellence Col 3:23-24 

 
--We represent the King of Kings! 

--When God does something he does it with excellence 

 

Excellence is doing the best with what you have! (root word excel) 

 

Excellence honors God and inspires people! 
 

Innovative approach to ministry 1 Cor 9:22-23 

 
Atmosphere 
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Style 

Use of technology 

Modern methods 

Kids 

 (80%) Most people who come to Christ do so before the age of 18 

 Most of that group does so before 13 

 

If a church is trying to reach people for Jesus-reach the lost 

 

Just by those statistics alone where should every churches target be! 

 

Children and youth—who follows them into church-the parents! 

 

Besides look at John 21:15-17 Who is the first group of people that Peter is to feed 

(pastor) 

 

It’s not for no reason that Jesus would say feed my lambs first(make that a 

priority!) It’s very strategic and purposeful! 

 

Discipleship process Eph 4:13-15 

 Discipleship happens best through involvement in a ministry. 

 

Every member a minister and a msisionary Rom 12:5-6 

 

There is a place for everyone to get involved and make a difference! 

 

MY Job as a pastor is to equip the saints to do the work of the ministry-develop 

leaders and lay ministry! 

 

My job is not to do the work of the ministry:  (eph 4:11) 

 

Visiting the sick 

Feeding the homeless 

Teach every class 

Run the small groups 

Care for the needy 

Pray for the sick 

Counsel  



 

36 

 

 

Acts 6:2-7 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, "It is 

not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. "Therefore, 

brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy 

Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; "but we will give 

ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word." And the saying 

pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the 

Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a 

proselyte from Antioch, whom they set before the apostles; and when they had 

prayed, they laid hands on them. Then the word of God spread, and the number of 

the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were 

obedient to the faith. 
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WHAT WE BELIEVE 

 

• In essential beliefs — __UNITY__ 

 

“There is one Body and one Spirit...there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and 

one God and Father of us all...” -Ephesians 4:4-6 

 

• In non-essential beliefs — ___LIBERTY____ 

 

“Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable 

matters... Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To his own master he 

stands or falls... So then each of us will give an account of himself to God... So 

whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God.” - 

Romans 14:1,4,12,22 

 

• In all our beliefs — __CHARITY_____ 

 

“...If I hold in my mind not only all human knowledge but also the very secrets of 

God, and if I have the faith that can move mountains — but have no love, I amount 

to nothing at all.” - 1 Corinthians 13:2 (Ph) 

 

 

 

THE ESSENTIALS WE BELIEVE: 

 

1. ABOUT GOD 

 

God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. He has eternally existed in three 

personalities: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are co-equal and 

are one God. 

 

Genesis 1:1,26,27, 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Corinthians 

13:14 

 

2. ABOUT JESUS CHRIST 

 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He is co-equal with the Father. Jesus lived a sinless 

human life and offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all people by 

dying on a cross. He arose from the dead after three days to demonstrate His power 
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over sin and death. He ascended to Heaven’s glory and will return again someday 

to earth to reign as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 

 

Matthew 1:22, 23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5; 14:10-30; Hebrews 4:14,15;  

1 Corinthians 15:3,4; Romans 1:3,4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:14,15; Titus 2:13 

 

3. ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God. He is present in 

the world to make men aware of their need for Jesus Christ. He also lives in every 

Christian from the moment of salvation. Through the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

the Christian is empowered for ministry. He provides the Christian with power for 

living, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right. He 

gives every believer a spiritual gift when they are saved. As Christians, we seek to 

live under His control daily. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13, 14:16,17; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 2:12, 3:16; 

Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 5:18 

 

4. ABOUT THE BIBLE 

 

The Bible is God’s Word to us. It was written by human authors, under the 

supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is the supreme source of truth for 

Christian beliefs and living. Because it is inspired by God, it is the truth without 

any mixture of error. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20,21; 2 Timothy 1:13; Psalm 119:105,160, 12:6; 

Proverbs 30:5 

 

5. ABOUT HUMAN BEINGS 

 

People are made in the spiritual image of God, to be like Him in character. People 

are the supreme object of God’s creation. Although every person has tremendous 

potential for good, all of us are marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God 

called “sin”. This attitude separates people from God and causes many problems in 

life. 

 

Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a; Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:1, 2 

 

6. ABOUT SALVATION 
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Salvation is God’s free gift to us but we must accept it. We can never make up for 

our sin by self improvement or good works. Only by trusting in Jesus Christ as 

God’s offer of forgiveness can from our self-ruled life and turn to Jesus in faith we 

are saved. Eternal life begins the moment one receives Jesus Christ into his life by 

faith. 

 

Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8,9; John 14:6, 1:12; Titus 3:5; Galatians 3:26; Romans 

5:1 

 

7. ABOUT ETERNAL SECURITY 

 

Because God gives us eternal life through Jesus Christ, the true believer is secure 

in that salvation for eternity. If you have been genuinely saved, you cannot “lose” 

it. Salvation is maintained by the grace and power of God, not by the self-effort of 

the Christian. It is the grace and keeping power of God that gives us this security. 

John 10:29; 2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 7:25, 10:10,14; 1 Peter 1:3-5 

 

8. ABOUT ETERNITY 

 

People were created to exist forever. We will either exist eternally separated from 

God by sin, or eternally with God through forgiveness and salvation. To be 

eternally separated from God is Hell. To be eternally in union with Him is eternal 

life. Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal existence. 

 

John 3:16; John 14:17; Romans 6:23; Romans 8:17-18; Revelation 20:15; 1 

Corinthians 2:7-9 

 

 

9. ABOUT THE LOCAL CHURCH 

 

We believe the local church is the only true hope of the world. It is through the local 

church that the message of God’s great love, forgiveness, hope, and purpose are 

communicated. It is through the local church that people are loved, cared for, changed, 

challenged and grow spiritually. It is through the local church that people discover 

God’s purpose for their lives. It is through the local church that our cities, states, nation 

and world are changed. There is no place of this planet like the local church. 
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Psalms 92:12-13,122:1; Mathew 16:18; Acts 2:42, 20:28; Romans 10:9-17; 1 

Corinthians 12:28-30; Ephesians 3:10; 4:11-16; 5:25, 27; 1Timothy 3:15; Revelation 

2:1, 8, 12, 18, 3:1,7,14 

 

Psalm 92:12-15 The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar 

of Lebanon; planted in the house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts of our 

God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green, proclaiming, 

"The LORD is upright; he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in him." 
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What we expect from our members? 

 

 

 

“...You are a member of God’s very own family...and you belong in God’s household 

with every other Christian.”  Eph. 2:19 (LB) 

 

 

Commitment- when God places you in a church he sees it like a marriage- family 

of God. 

 

Why commitment? 

 

 

The difference between “attenders” and “members” can be summed up in one 

word:_Commitment 

 

At Northside we recognize the need for a formal membership.  We ask you to 

commit to membership for four reasons: 

 

1. A Biblical Reason: Christ is committed to the church 

 

 

“...Christ loved the church, and he gave his life for it.”  Eph. 5:25 

 

 

2. A Cultural Reason: It is an antidote to our society 

 

We live in an age where very few want to be committed to anything...a job...a 

marriage...our country.  This attitude has even produced a generation of “church 

shoppers and hoppers”.  Membership swims against the current of America’s 

“consumer religion.”  It is an unselfish decision.  Commitment always builds  

character. 

 

 

3. A Practical Reason: It defines who can be counted on 

 

Every team must have a roster.  Every school must have an enrollment.  Every 

business has a payroll.  Every army has an enlistment.  Even our country takes a census 

and requires voter registration.  Membership identifies our family. 
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4. A Personal Reason: It produces spiritual growth 

 

The New Testament places a major emphasis on the need for Christians to be 

accountable to each other for spiritual growth.  You cannot be accountable when 

you’re not committed to any specific church family. 

 

 

 

Committed to: 

 

1. Attending (be early) 

 

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together...but let us encourage one another.”  

Heb. 10:25 

 

a. You faithful attendance is important for: 

i. Your personal growth. 

ii. Helps create an exciting and faith filled atmosphere as we 

worship and believe God together. 

iii. Minister to someone else (new people or family). 

 

2. Loving (our relationship will last forever with two key tools- love and 

forgiveness). 

 

“Have a sincere love for your fellow believers, love one another earnestly with all 

your hearts.”  1 Peter 1:22 (GN) 

 

 

3. Protecting 

a. It’s important to protect the reputation of NCC. 

b. It’s important to protect the unity of NCC. 

 

Psalm 133:1-3  A song of ascents. Of David. How good and pleasant it is when 

brothers live together in unity! It is like precious oil poured on the head, running 

down on the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, down upon the collar of his 

robes. It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the 

LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore. 
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4. Serving (according to your SHAPE and the NEED of NCC.) 

 

“Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you...”  1 Peter 

4:10 (Ph) 

 

“God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of 

ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up...”  Eph. 4:11-12 

 

 

a. You were created to serve 

b. The great work God created us to do is too large for a handful of 

people 

c. Serving provides the greatest satisfaction and fulfillment in life- 

when was the last time you were driving home from work and say 

about your work now this is what life is all about 

 

5. Supporting 

 

“Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of 

money in proportion to what you have earned and use it for the offering.”  1 Cor. 16:2 

 

“A tenth of all you produce is the Lord’s, and it is holy.”  Lev. 27:30 

 

a. God’s perfect financial plan for the church is the tithe 

b. God’s door for financial blessing is the tithe 

c. Our philosophy 

i. Tithe- is the test of our obedience 

ii. Offerings- is the test of our generosity 

What is the tithe? 

 

The word tithe is from the Old Testament Hebrew Word which means a Tenth. 

 

a. Tithing is a systematic giving (returning) of the first 10% of 

your income back to God through your local church in order for 

the church to accomplish her God-given mission. (See Malachi 

3:6-12). 

b. Tithing reminds us that all we have comes from God. (S 

Deuteronomy 8:11, 17-18). 

c. Tithing reminds us all we have belongs to God. (See Psalm 

24:1) 
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d. Tithing is just the starting point of our giving. (See 2 

Corinthians 8:7) 

e. Tithing teaches us to put God first. (See  Deuteronomy 14:23 

LB, Matthew 6:21, 33)                                                                                   

 

Where does the tithe belong? 

 

The Storehouse (The Storehouse is the Local Church, See Deuteronomy 12:5-6; 

13-14; Malachi 3:10; 1 Corinthians 16:1,2)  

 

The Benefits of Tithing: 

 

God’s Protection on your finances. 

God’s Blessing on your finances. 

God’s Provision for all your needs. 

God is Pleased with your faith and obedience. 

 

(See 8 Biblical Reasons to tithe in Wealth Creation 101 page 139) 

 

6. Inviting 

 

“Go out into the country...and urge anyone you find to come in, so that My House will 

be full.”  Luke 14:23 (LB) 

 

a. The number one way to grow the church is through the personal 

invitation of its members 

b. Northsidecitychurch.com, Facebook and other social networks 

c. Invite Cards 

d. Invite to new series 

e. Invite to big day 

f. Invite to special occasion (Baptism, Baby dedications, etc.) 

g. Inviting people to church grows your faith 

 

7. Growing 

 

Psalm 92:12-15 The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar 

of Lebanon; planted in the house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts of our 

God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green, proclaiming, 

"The LORD is upright; he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in him." 
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a. God’s process is to take you from where you are to where you 

need to be. 

i. Through commitment to personal growth 

ii. Through your commitment to the local church 

 

 

 

What are the benefits of church membership? 

 

Psalm 92:12-15 The righteous will flourish (bloom, grow, thrive, increase, prosper, 

boom) like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the house 

of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still bear fruit in 

old age, they will stay fresh and green, proclaiming, "The LORD is upright; he is my 

Rock, and there is no wickedness in him." 

 

1. Your life and family will flourish. 

2. You will bear fruit. 

3. You relationship with God will stay fresh and healthy. 

 

Other Practical Benefits 

 

1. Church family to care for you when you need care. 

2. Church family where you can give and be given to. 

3. Church family where you can love and beloved. 

4. Church family where you can activate and utilize your gifts. 

5. Church family where you can make an eternal difference and impact. 
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How Do I Become A Member? 

 

1. Become a Christian 

 

A. Admit 

B. Believe 

C. Confess and Commit 

 

Admit that you are a sinner in need of salvation (saved from going to hell) 

 

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord." (Romans 6:23) 

 

Believe that Jesus died and rose again for your sins. 

 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life." (John 3:16). 

 

Confess that Jesus is now your Lord and Savior. 

 

"If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God 

has raised him from the dead, you will be saved." (Romans 10:9-10). 

 

Pray: Dear Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner and I need You to save me from the 

penalty of my sins. I believe that You, Jesus, died on the cross for me and rose 

again alive on the third day. I confess that You are now my Lord and Savior and I 

now live my life for You. Please help me to live a life that pleases and honors You. 

 

 

2. Be Baptized 

 

 

 

1. IT ILLUSTRATES CHRIST’S__DEATH _____BURIAL______AND RESURRECTION 

 

“Christ died for our sins...  He was buried...and He rose again.”  1 Cor. 15:3-4 

 

“For when you are baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were 

also raised with Christ.  Col. 2:12 
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2. IT ILLUSTRATES MY__NEW LIFE____ AS A CHRISTIAN. 

 

“When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand new person inside.  The 

old life has passed away and a new life has begun!”  2 Cor. 5:17 

 

“By our baptism then, we were buried with Him and shared His death, in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead...so also we may live a new life!”  Rom. 6:4 

 

Baptism doesn’t make you a believer — it shows that you already believe.  Baptism 

does not “save” you, only your faith in Christ does that.  Baptism is like a wedding 

ring — it’s the outward symbol of the commitment you made in your heart. 

 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith...it is the gift of God — not by 

works, so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

WHY IMMERSION? 

 

BECAUSE__JESUS___ WAS BAPTIZED THAT WAY. 

 

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water.”  Matthew 3:16 

 

EVERY BAPTISM IN THE  __BIBLE___WAS BY IMMERSION. 

 

(Example)  “...then both Philip and the man went down into the water and Philip 

baptized him.  When they came up out of the water...”  Acts 8:38-39 

 

THE WORD “BAPTIZE” MEANS TO ___GO UNDER___WATER”. 

 

The Greek word baptizo means, “to immerse or dip under water”. 

 

IT BEST SYMBOLIZES A BURIAL AND RESURRECTION! 

The founders of denominations agree: 

 

 Martin Luther...“I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely immersed, 

as the word imports and the mystery signifies.” 

 

John Calvin...“The word ‘baptize’ signifies to immerse.  It is certain that immersion 

was the practice of the ancient church.” 
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John Wesley...“Buried with Him, alludes to baptizing by immersion according to the 

custom of the first church.” 

 

EVERY PERSON WHO HAS __BELIEVED__IN CHRIST. 

 

“Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized...”  Acts 2:41 

 

“Simon himself believed and was baptized...”  Acts 8:13 

 

“But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News...and the name of 

Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.”  Acts 8:12 

 

At Northside, we wait until our children are old enough to believe and understand the 

true meaning of baptism before we baptize them. 

 

Some churches practice a “baptism of confirmation” for children.  This ceremony is 

intended to be a covenant between the parents and God on the behalf of the child.  The 

parents promise to raise their child in the faith until the child is old enough to make 

his own personal confession of Christ.  This custom began about 300 years after the 

Bible was completed.  This is different from the baptism talked about in the Bible, 

which was only for those old enough to believe.  The purpose is to publicly confess 

your personal commitment to Christ. 

 

At Northside, it is a membership requirement that every member must have been 

baptized the way Jesus demonstrated, even though many of us were “confirmed” 

as children. 

 

 

When Should I Be Baptized? 

 

AS SOON AS YOU HAVE BELIEVED! 

 

“Those who believed...were baptized...that day!”  Acts 2:41 

 

“Then Philip began with the scripture and told him the Good News about Jesus.  As 

they traveled along the road, they came to some water, and the man said, ‘Look, here 

is water!  Why shouldn’t I be baptized right now?’  Philip said, ‘If you believe with 

all your heart, you may.’  The man answered, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 

God.’  So they went down into the water and Philip baptized him.”  Acts 8:35-38 

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?  
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There is no reason to delay.  As soon as you have decided to receive Christ into your 

life, you can and should be baptized.  If you wait until you are “perfect”, you’ll never 

feel “good enough”! 

 

 

 

3. Sign Membership Covenant 

 

 

Northside City Church Membership Covenant 

 

1. I commit to faithfully attending Northside City Church (NCC). 

 

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together...but let us encourage one another.”  

Heb. 10:25 

 

 

2. I commit to loving the NCC family. 

 

“Have a sincere love for your fellow believers, love one another earnestly with all 

your hearts.”  1 Peter 1:22 (GN) 

 

 

3. I commit to protecting the reputation and unity of NCC. 

 

Psalm 133:1-3  A song of ascents. Of David. How good and pleasant it is when 

brothers live together in unity! It is like precious oil poured on the head, running 

down on the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, down upon the collar of his 

robes. It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the 

LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore. 

 

 

4. I commit to serving in a ministry at NCC. 

 

“Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you...”  1 Peter 

4:10 (Ph) 

 

“God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of 

ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up...”  Eph. 4:11-12 
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5. I commit to supporting the testimony of NCC by my faithful giving. 

 

“Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of 

money in proportion to what you have earned and use it for the offering.”  1 Cor. 16:2 

 

“A tenth of all you produce is the Lord’s, and it is holy.”  Lev. 27:30 

 

 

6. I commit to the growth of NCC by inviting the unchurched to NCC. 

 

“Go out into the country...and urge anyone you find to come in, so that My House will 

be full.”  Luke 14:23 (LB) 

 

 

7. I commit to my personal growth at NCC. 

 

Psalm 92:12-15 The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a 

cedar of Lebanon; planted in the house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts 

of our God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green, 

proclaiming 

 

Sign _________________________________________ 

Date___________________________ 

 

 

(NEW MEMBERS COPY)  
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Northside City Church Membership Covenant 

 

1. I commit to faithfully attending Northside City Church (NCC). 

 

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together...but let us encourage one another.”  Heb. 10:25 

 

 

2. I commit to loving the NCC family. 

 

“Have a sincere love for your fellow believers, love one another earnestly with all your hearts.”  1 Peter 1:22 (GN) 

 

 

3. I commit to protecting the reputation and unity of NCC. 

 

Psalm 133:1-3  A song of ascents. Of David. How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! It is 

like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, down upon the 

collar of his robes. It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his 

blessing, even life forevermore. 

 

 

4. I commit to serving in a ministry at NCC. 

 

“Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you...”  1 Peter 4:10 (Ph) 

 

“God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of ministry, so that the body of Christ 

may be built up...”  Eph. 4:11-12 

 
 

5. I commit to supporting the testimony of NCC by my faithful giving. 

 

“Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of money in proportion to what you have 

earned and use it for the offering.”  1 Cor. 16:2 

 

“A tenth of all you produce is the Lord’s, and it is holy.”  Lev. 27:30 

 

 

6. I commit to the growth of NCC by inviting the unchurched to NCC. 

 

“Go out into the country...and urge anyone you find to come in, so that My House will be full.”  Luke 14:23 (LB) 

 

 

7. I commit to my personal growth at NCC. 

 

Psalm 92:12-15 The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the 

house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh 

and green, proclaiming 

 

Sign _________________________________________ 

Date_________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

(NCC’s COPY) 



 

52 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHAPE 

Profile 
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HOW PAUL'S MINISTRY WAS "SHAPED" 

 

PAUL'S SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

"And of this gospel I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher."  2 

Tim. 1:11 

 

PAUL'S HEART 

 

"My constant ambition has been to preach the gospel where the name of Christ 

was previously unknown, and to avoid building on another man's foundation."  

Rom. 15:20 (Ph) 

 

"For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was 

also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles."  Gal 2:8 

 

"Life is worth nothing unless I use it for doing the work assigned me by the Lord 

Jesus..."  Acts 20:24 (LB) 

 

 

PAUL'S ABILITY 

 

"... Paul went to see them, and stayed and worked with them, because he earned 

his living by making tents, just as they did.  He debated in the synagogues every 

Sabbath, trying to convince both Jews and Gentiles."  Acts 18:2b-4 (GN) 

 

 

PAUL'S PERSONALITY 

 

"For you have heard of my past... I persecuted the church with fanatical zeal... and 

did my best to destroy it... I was ahead of most of my contemporaries in the Jewish 

religion, and had a boundless enthusiasm..."  Gal. 1:13-14 (Ph) 

 

 

PAUL'S EXPERIENCES 

 

 HIS SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES 

  * Watching Stephen be stone (Acts 8:1) 

  * Conversion on the Damascus Road (Acts 9:1-20) 

  * 3 years maturing in Arabia (Gal. 1:18) 

  * Special vision from God (2 Cor. 12:2-7) 
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HIS PAINFUL EXPERIENCES 

"... I have been in prison more times... near death often... been whipped five times 

with 39 lashes by the Jews and three times by the Romans... once stoned.... I've 

been in three shipwrecks... and once spent 24 hours in the water... In my travels 

I've been in danger from floods... robbers... enemies... wild animals and false 

friends... I've served long hours without sleep or food or shelter or even clothing..."  

2 Cor. 11:23-27 

 

"To keep me from becoming conceited because of these great revelations, I was 

given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan, to torment me."  2 Cor. 12:7 

 

 

PAUL'S EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES 

 

"I received my training at the feet of Gamaliel, and I was schooled in the strictest 

observance of our fathers' Law."  Acts 22:3 (Ph) 

 

 

PAUL'S MINISTRY EXPERIENCES 

  Read the Book of Acts! 
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HOW TO DISCOVER YOUR MOTIVATED ABILITIES 

 

Look over your list of accomplishments again.  Circle all verbs that denote actions 

performed while you were doing each achievement. 

 

Now compare those verbs to the list below and check those abilities you feel you 

have. 

 

 

26 SPECIALIZED ABILITIES 

 

Entertaining ability:  to perform, act, dance, speak, magic 

 

Recruiting ability:  to enlist and motive people to get involved 

 

Interview ability:  to discover what others are really like 

 

Researching ability:  to read, gather information, collect data 

 

Artistic ability:  to conceptualize, picture, draw, paint, photograph, or make 

renderings 

 

Graphics ability:  to lay out, design, create visual displays or banners 

 

Evaluating ability:  to analyze data and draw conclusions 

 

 

Planning ability:  to strategize, design and organize programs and events 

 

Managing ability:  to supervise people to accomplish a task or event and 

coordinate the details involved 

 

Counseling ability:  to listen, encourage and guide with sensitivity 

 

Teaching ability:  to explain, train, demonstrate, tutor 

 

Writing ability:  to write articles, letters, books 
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Editing ability:  to proofread or rewrite 

 

Promoting ability:  to advertise or promote events and activities 

 

Repairing ability:  to fix, restore, maintain 

 

Feeding ability:  to create meals for large or small groups 

 

Recall ability:  to remember or recall names and faces 

 

Mechanical operating ability:  to operate equipment, tools or machinery 

 

Resourceful ability:  to search out and find inexpensive materials or resources 

needed 

 

Counting ability:  to work with numbers, data or money 

 

Classifying ability:  to systematize and file books, data, records and materials so 

they can be retrieved easily 

 

Public Relations ability:  to handle complaints and unhappy customers with care 

and courtesy 

 

Welcoming ability:  to convey warmth, develop rapport, making others feel 

comfortable 

 

Composing ability:  to write music or lyrics 

 

Landscaping ability:  to do gardening and work with plants 

 

Decorating ability:  to beautify a setting for a special event 
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